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Holiday Season Shines Brightly in Pine Grove

Tree Lighting and Santa Arrival Set for Dec. 1
The Pine Grove Community Tree Lighting will officially usher in the holiday season on Saturday, Dec.
1 beginning at 4:30 p.m. The community Christmas
tree is located on the Werner’s Lumber Co. property
at the traffic light intersection, corner of Pottsville
and Tulpehocken streets in the Borough. The corner
will be the focus of many activities for residents and
visitors of all ages.

Candles will be distributed by Light Committee
members and illuminated for the playing and singing of Silent Night. Free hot dogs, hot chocolate and
birch beer will be provided. Help will be needed and
appreciated to set up, tear down, and to help serve
the public. Contact Sandy Werner at 570-345-8437 if
you can lend a hand.
The Pine Grove Police Department will lead a procession from American Legion Blvd. on East Pottsville
St. to assure safe travel for a very special invited guest
– Santa Claus.
Santa will be seated by the Christmas tree following its lighting to speak with area children and his
“elves” will hand out early season gifts. Residents and
visitors are invited to bring a lawn chair and enjoy the
musical entertainment to begin the Christmas season.
Public parking is available nearby at the Fulton
Bank, Werner’s Lumber Company, and the Hose, Hook
& Ladder (HH&L) No. 1.

Borough is aglow for the holidays
The Christmas Light Committee is proud of the
many holiday decorations and displays on street
poles – all made possible by donations and memorials
from individuals and businesses – that transformed
dark streets nearly 20 years ago to now a very vibrant
Pine Grove streetscape during each holiday season.
The lighted displays are scheduled to be erected on
Sunday, Nov. 25 this year.
Sixty-four decorations, ranging in size from 5-1/2
to 7-1/2 feet tall, with lights, metal frames and festive garland give residents and visitors to Pine Grove
a seasonal enthusiasm in the community. The street
pole symbols include an 8-foot tin soldier, festive
poinsettias of 5.5 feet and 7.5 feet in height, 5-foot
DECORATIONS TO GO UP NOVEMBER 25

– Continued on Page 2

A Nativity scene will be displayed throughout
the Christmas and New Year holidays near the community tree. An honor guard contingent will post the
state and nation’s colors to begin the program. This
kickoff to the season is coordinated by the Pine Grove
Area Christmas Light Committee.
The Pine Grove Community Band will present
many seasonal music favorites before and during the
festivities. Pianist Colton Butler will be a featured segment of the program, playing Christmas selections.
The community tree and the holiday street lights will
be illuminated to officially start the season.
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Season’s Greetings

2018 BOROUGH officials
Regular Council Meeting:
Third Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
Municipal Building – 1 Snyder Ave.

OFFICIALS
Mayor������������������������������������������������� Willard Shiffer
Chief of Police���������������������� Thomas J. Trotter, IV
President of Council����������������� Scott Zimmerman
Vice President of Council�������� Thomas Fickinger
Pro Tem���������������������������������������������������Leroy Bates
Secretary/Treasurer���������������������� Melissa A. Dyer
Tax Collector������������������������������������������ Sally Burke
Solicitor��������������� Christopher W. Hobbs, Esquire
Borough Engineer�����������������������������WJP Engineers
Streets/Water Engineer��� Cardno BCM Engineers
Code Enforcement��������������� Light-Heigel & Assoc.
Health Officer����������������������������������������� Lew Moyer
COUNCIL
Michael Allison Leroy Bates Skip Butler
Leonard Clark Thomas Fickinger
Terry Noll Scott Zimmerman

•
•
•

•

police
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief
Mike Dissinger Kurt Emerich Travis Fritz
William Gelgot Pete Mozurkevich
Gino Ricigliano Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin Beau Yarmush

•

•
•

•

•

Streets & Water Department
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor
John Barr Jacob Dinger Brandon Flaim
Robert Kolb
Earl Kreiser John Powell

•

•

•

Borough Office
Melissa A. Dyer Cindy Fenstermacher
Sue Strouphauer

•

Committee Assignments
Administration, Budget & Finance
Thomas Fickinger Scott Zimmerman

•

Personnel
Leroy Bates Thomas Fickinger
Scott Zimmerman

•
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Christmas trees, and a 4.5 foot wreath.
Each pole needed a light sensor to light at dusk
and then turn off at dawn each day. PPL initially
installed the sensor and electricity connection at a
cost of $248 per pole – $13,000 to light up the town.
The pole ornaments and brackets cost between $250
and $500 each – $35,000 to date.
Each year the volunteers of the Christmas Light
Committee maintain/replace in the range of 500
bulbs and add to the decorations, finally installing
them each year prior to the Community Tree Lighting
festivities. And, of course, they need to be taken down
and properly stored after the holidays.

We need your help!
The Pine Grove Christmas Light Committee was
created 18 years ago for the purpose of decorating
our town for the Christmas holidays. The committee
is most appreciative of the numerous people who
contributed to purchase decorations and memorialize
loved ones. This generosity helped defray the total
cost of getting the lighting project under way.
Donations of money and volunteer time are
always appreciated and regularly needed. Some folks
may want to purchase an ornament in memory of a
loved one or to honor a living member. If you can
assist in changing light bulbs, readying the decorations for installation, and/or helping with the tree
lighting festivities, please contact Light Committee
chairman Dick Becker at 570-345-3849.
Two new 5.5 foot poinsettias were ordered for
this year and are available for purchase right away
by contacting chairman Becker. Orders for the 2019
Christmas season are also being taken. Dick can work
with interested individuals or groups regarding varieties, availability, and prices of decorations.
New members and volunteers are always welcome
to help the Pine Grove Christmas Light Committee
prepare for the holiday season. The committee is
active throughout the year maintaining the lights and
conducting fundraisers to decorate borough streets
with seasonal themes. To offer your help or to find
out more information regarding the Christmas Light
Committee, contact any committee member or call

Public Works

•Tom Fickinger•Terry Noll
Property & Natural Resources
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger
Flood Mitigation
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger
Community Dev. • Parks & Recreation
Len Clark•Scott Zimmerman

Thank you for donating and your support
for the holiday season. The committee
appreciates your generosity around this time
of the year. Without people like you and your
support, the Christmas Light Committee
would not be successful. The Committee
strives to make Pine Grove a place that people
can enjoy around the holiday season.

Public Safety
Terry Noll

– The Pine Grove Area Christmas Light Committee

Len Clark
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Thank you

–2–

Merry Christmas

Newsletter Particulars
“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the
Borough of Pine Grove distributed to 1300 households within the Borough.
The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Publication dates for the next three issues are

February 22, May 24, and August 30, 2019

News Submittals

Non-profit and community organizations
within the Borough are invited to submit news
items for consideration. Written submittals must
be received by Melissa Dyer in the Borough
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising

SANTA PLANS EARLY VISIT TO PINE GROVE

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Pine Grove are invited to advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing for more information. Call
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be
received at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. Ad content is subject to approval and
acceptance by the Borough of Pine Grove.

chairman Becker.
Do you feel the holiday spirit moving you?
Monetary donations in any amount are always needed
to maintain, replace and purchase new lights to give
Pine Grove Borough the look and feel of Christmas.
Send your check or money order to: Pine Grove
Christmas Light Committee, c/o treasurer Marie Long,
14 E. Wood Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963.

25
SIG

When you think insurance . . . think Spotts!

spotts4insurance.com

You can also visit us at 19 E. Main Street, Schuylkill Haven
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(570) 385-1911
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Borough Streets & Water Report . . . by Tom Fickinger
Progress Abounds – Challenges Arise, Solutions Found
Major street work completed
As you will have by now noticed, the final paving of Rt. 443 through town has been completed.
PennDOT has done an excellent job with the resurfacing of both Tulpehocken and East Pottsville streets.
The project consisted first of
the Borough replacing the main
water line on South Tulpehocken
St. prior to the start of PennDOT’s
project. After the water line installation, PennDOT came through,
repairing the storm drains –
many that were in terrible disrepair. Tree trimming was then
performed to allow their paving
machines to resurface from curb
Tom Fickinger
to curb.
Councilman
PennDOT removed the bricks
that made up the lanes used for parking. Then three
layers of asphalt material were put down and the
crosswalks and travel lane markings were painted
with a new thicker paint system.
Although it was “trying” at times, the finished
product is a welcomed improvement and greatly
appreciated by the residents.

Storm drainage improvements
During the last storm, much of the flooding could
be attributed to the failure of our storm drain system.
These drains were installed many years ago, and most
are either plugged by debris or inadequate by today’s
standards.
BCM, the Borough’s water engineers, has prepared
a study and application for grant funding to repair/
replace these storm drains. The Borough contracted
with a vacuum truck company to clean as many of the
drain pits as the budget allows. We plan to employ
this company at least every other year.
Several of the drain lines were completely plugged
and required excavation to remove obstructions in
North Pine Grove. During the course of this work, it
was discovered the North Pine Grove line drained into
the creek behind Werner Lumber Company parking
lot.

570-544-8245

Pick Yourour Decorative Stone
Rock • Mulch
Price frocmket!
Topsoil
coal buPrice)
(For Coal

Crushed STONE

We have Rice, Buck, Nut and Pea Coal Bulk and
Bags-Pick up ONLY! Stop in or call for details.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3
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Coal Delivery Available

Mammoth Materials

Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

PennDOT removes gravel near the Rt. 443 bridge.
The Borough has earmarked $50,000 to improve
the stream flow throughout town. The areas completed at this time are the creek that drains North Pine
Grove, the gravel bar at this location, and the gravel
bar under the old railroad bridge.
PennDOT is presently removing gravel bars under
the state bridges, and the county is removing gravel
bars under the county bridge. The Borough was fortunate to receive a DEP permit to repair and work in
the creek. This permit was for 120 days, issued on
September 5.

Water tank and system upgrades
Construction bids have been received for the
new water tank to be located above the Pine Vista
Development. Hopefully, work will be underway by
this printing with the foundation work completed
before winter sets in. Tank assembly can then continue as soon as the supplier can ship the tank.
The overall cost of the project – including the
tank, automatic chlorine injection system, piping
from the new wells in Pleasant Valley, and repair of
the existing storage tank – came in under budget. The
Borough resubmitted the PennVEST loan application
for a lesser amount than originally requested.
The project is significant since there will be no
increase in residential water rates; but, there will be a
5% increase for industrial users, the first in approximately nine years.
An upcoming project will replace the estimated
50-year-old main supply line from the well sites to the
primary water storage tank. Permits for the replacement line to be located in the PennDOT right-of-way
along Rt. 125 have been submitted.

–4–

Pinegrove Historical Society Preserves the Past

Stanhope Restoration Takes Hiatus for the Winter
With colder weather setting in, restoration work
on the Stanhope School – located in Pine Grove
Township near the intersection of Stanhope, Mexico,
and Camp roads at the village of Stanhope – has come
to an end for 2018.
We are happy to say the restoration of the windows is now complete and,
for the first time since restoration started, we can now
open windows. While this may
seem like a minor thing, the
east side of the schoolhouse
is mostly windows and it’s
nice to be able to enjoy the
easterly breeze while working
inside. Work will begin again
in the spring.
Thanks to everyone who
supported our Preservation in Action and fundraising
events in 2018. If you are looking for a holiday gift,
please consider ordering Schwan’s, Rada cutlery or
Pinegrove totes. Or, consider a financial contribution
on Giving Tuesday, Nov. 27. Details can be found on
Facebook at StanhopeSchoolRestoration.
Additional volunteers are needed to ready the
only one-room schoolhouse in Schuylkill County that
will be opened to the public. To learn more about
opportunities to fit your availability, contact Linda at
LSMillsGSO@aol.com or Tina at tiki5977@verizon.net.

cal figures, leaves, and flowers.
Arithmetic – Oral and written addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Results not to exceed
one million. Give instruction
in notation and numeration.
Use miscellaneous problems
involving the fundamental rules.
Give instruction in the terms and
signs used. Drill in rapid and accurate reckoning.
Oral
Instruction
– Review exercises on
form, color, size, weight,
number, and qualities
of objects. Short daily
lessons on one or more
of the following topics:
materials, trades and
occupations, food crops, animals,
human characteristics.
Language – Require daily work
in composition in connection with
oral lessons and letter writing. Teach
simple rules for capitalization and punctuation.
Geography and History – Give oral instruction in
descriptive geography, with explanations and illustrations of place, directions and distances.

Lessons from a century ago
While we take a break from restoration, here
is some more information about education at the
Stanhope School for C Division students, 8 to 12
years of age, taken from the 1883 Teachers Manual on
Second Reader books used by these pupils.
Class management – Length of exercises should
be ten to twenty minutes. Secure order by systematic work. Prepare oral lessons carefully. Teach a few
things well and observe a logical sequence in the lessons. Have the topics of oral lessons serve as subjects
for written composition.
Reading – Use blackboard, slate and the Second
Reader. Teach all new words by aid of the blackboard
and slate; have familiar talks about lesson before
reading; add substance in the pupils’ own language
after reading; pay special attention to phonetics, diacritical marks, pronunciation, and meaning of new
words and naturalness of tone and manner; pupils
should learn to read in a natural conversational style.
Spelling – Mostly written, some oral, by letter and
sound. Attention made to new and difficult words
from the reading lessons and words used in conversation and oral instruction; give attention to syllabication and marks used to indicate pronunciation.
Writing – Writing on slates continued. Have pupils
write sentences as the book requires in connection
with each reading lesson, making proper use of capitals and punctuation.
Drawing –Draw on slates and describe geometri–5–

To all our friends and neighbors . . .
A very Happy Thanksgiving, a blessed
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.
139 S. Tulpehocken Street • Pine Grove
Phone: 570-345-2266

• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915.
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial
and graveside services.
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.
Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
Public Meeting on Dec. 4 to Reveal Regional Police Force Findings

Our Progress Is Measured in Finding Solutions to Needs
Fall is here and soon to be over with the cold wincomplete job at this time, but it’s a good start. Grant
ter approaching. I know, you didn’t need me to remind
funding applications are being prepared to continue
you of that, but it’s time to plan
the work that is needed.
ahead to get your home and famRegional police force explored
ily prepared to stay warm at
Studies and discussions are continuing on the poshome and safe on the roads when
sible formation of a regional police
driving in hazardous weather.
“Attitude is a little thing that force involving Pine Grove Borough
and Tremont and Pine Grove
And, too, be a makes a big difference”
responsible citi
– Winston Churchill townships. The state Department
of
Community
&
Economic
zen by removDevelopment (DCED) completed an
ing snow and ice from your pubinitial study, presenting comprehensive data to our
lic walkways in a timely manner.
borough council and township representatives in
Will shiffer
It took awhile, but we finally
Mayor
September.
got Rt. 443 through town paved.
All parties analyzed the information and a joint
Planning for that paving, new water pipes were
meeting
of municipal representatives was held in
installed. I think that all can agree, the town looks
late October to discuss the proposal details. After
much better with a nice road. Just a reminder, it is
some minor changes, all agreed to move forward with
the owner’s responsibility to take care of the sidewalk
another meeting to be held this month to discuss and
and curb in front of your property.
iron out any other concerns or issues.
The new water tank project is on track to be
A public meeting for all citizens has been schedcompleted by next summer. After clean air, human
uled for Tuesday, Dec. 4 at the HH&L fire company
survival depends on clean, reliable water.
social hall beginning at 6:30 p.m. A DCED official will
Most have noticed the Borough contracted with
conduct the briefing, complete with a visual slide preAungst Excavating to remove the buildup of silt in
sentation and followed with a question and answer
parts of the Swatara Creek. We can’t afford to do the
opportunity.
Pine Grove Borough budgets a little more than
www.MoyersCarCare.net • Since 1959
$300,000 annually to operate the current local police
department. We do our best to judiciously watch
how we spend taxpayer money; but, even with that
large sum of money, we are not able to provide 24/7
local police coverage with only two full time officers
Auto Parts & Services
(including the Chief) plus part time patrol officers.
Policing in today’s environment is ever more dif     24 Hour Towing
ficult and dangerous. With only one of our police officers on duty at times, if another officer is needed for
backup, that call will be to a neighboring community
102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven
like Schuylkill Haven, Tremont, or Minersville. State
(Rt. 183 & 443 Intersection)
police are also called but, with their limited resources,
many times it can take hours before anyone shows
• Replace
• Fuel Injection
• Tune Ups
up.
• Computer
• Batteries
Engines &
With the townships and the Borough consolidat• AC & Heating
Transmissions Diagnostics
ing resources and forming a regional police departRepairs
& Repairs
ment, we will be able to upgrade to a much higher
• Major Engine • Brakes
• Tires
level of readiness in responding to calls throughout
Repairs
• We Service Fleets • Alignments
the area served.
The current proposal for a regional force calls
00
00
$
$
for a department with six full time officers plus the
chief and scheduling two officers each shift, providing 24/7 local coverage. With two on duty at a time,
Transmission
Purchase of
response times will be quicker even with the larger
Flush
4 New Tires &
regional area to cover and officers will be much safer
Additional cost on additional
having ready backup. The regional department would
4 Wheel Alignment
parts may be required
add another two vehicles to the three the Borough
See store for details. Not valid with
See store for details. Not valid with
currently has in service.
any other offers. Exp. 12/31/2018
any other offers. Exp. 12/31/2018
The regional coverage area will include Pine
Grove Borough; Suedburg, Swopes Valley, Ravine, Oak

Moyer’s Car Care
570-739-4477

40 OFF 10 OFF

Foreign & Domestic Repairs
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
Grove, Pleasant Valley, Marstown, Sweet Arrow Lake,
and part of Bird’s Hill in Pine Grove Township; and
Echo Valley and Molleystown in Tremont Township;
along with all the rural properties in between.
Costs proposed for the Regional Police Force
would be based on population in each of the municipalities – approximately 2200 for Pine Grove Borough,
4200 in Pine Grove Township, and 280 in Tremont
Township. Per capita cost is estimated at approximately $101 annually. Average per capita costs for
police services statewide is $165.
Pine Grove Borough’s current per capita spending to provide local police coverage is about $145
annually. Comparison figures (from three years ago)
show neighboring municipalities were spending $115
for Frackville police, over $200 for Orwigsburg, $144
for Schuylkill Haven, $185 for Ashland, and $98 for
Minersville.
A larger police station would be necessary and
that cost has been included in the proposal. It makes
sense to locate the new station in or near Pine Grove
Borough, the geographic center of the 3-municipal
region.

Many positives exist for a regional force
Our state police, who we love and appreciate, just
are not able to provide the police services many of us
want. Local police with the authority to patrol in the
townships will have the added benefit to make our

borough safer.
A regional police force would be a positive move
forward. Most residents in the townships want a local
police presence. As it is today, when the need arises
that the state police are called, the
response time is long or not at all.
We in the region are all connected. We share the same
school district. Many of us have
friends and family living in both
the Borough and the townships.
Our youngsters play sports
together and participate in other
youth activities, such as scouting.
A Regional Police Department would fall under
the direction of a Police Commission that would
govern overall operations. The Commission would
include at least one member from each township and
the Borough. The group would meet monthly to go
over all areas of police activities and there would be
an expeditious means for all citizens to address concerns/issues with the Commission.
Residents and business/property owners, if anyone has questions, concerns or just wants more information, make time to attend the public meeting on
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at HH&L fire company.
To all I wish a great and happy Holiday Season. Be
safe and be a good neighbor.
– Will Shiffer, Mayor

Realize the Dream.
–7–
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Christmas tree collection
Cut Christmas
trees needing to be
discarded following
the holidays will
be collected curbside by the Borough
every
Thursday
during the month
of January – Jan. 3,
10, 17, 24 and 31. Trees must be placed at the curb
free of ornaments, stands, and tree bags.

Community service builds character
Attention Pine Grove Area High School students!
Pine Grove Borough is seeking high school students
in need of Community Service credits to assist local
residents with lawn care, removal of ashes, and snow
shoveling during winter months.
Not only does volunteer work provide much
needed help to those unable to perform these tasks
due to life’s circumstances, it helps fill one’s soul with
warmth and produces, at least, two smiles.
Contact the Pine Grove Borough office by phone
at 570-345-3555, email at pgborough@comcast.net
or message us on the Pine Grove Borough Facebook
page.

Leaf collection
The Borough will collect and dispose of leaves

Dawn to Dusk Learning
& Child Care Center

51-½ Mifflin Street • Pine Grove, PA 17963

Is your child age 3 to 5?
FREE, quality preschool
is Available
(through the PA Pre-K Counts Program)

Must meet Income Guidelines

every Thursday in November, except Thanksgiving
week when they will be picked up on Wednesday, Nov.
21 instead of Thanksgiving Day.
Do not put piles of leaves in the street gutter
because this can cause a hazard to motorists and can
clog storm drains. Bag your leaves and tie the bag
securely. Place these bagged leaves curbside the evening prior to collection.
As you get your property ready for winter and a
clean start to next year’s spring awakening, remember
the borough maintains a compost site where residents may take leaves, grass clippings, and other yard
vegetation waste. The cost is $20 per year and
is for residents only. The compost site operates
from March through the fall season, and is
open on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
Permits are available at the borough municipal building.

Ash collection
The Borough is now collecting ashes two days per
week – on Tuesday and Friday – and will continue
through the winter heating season. Tubs must have
handles and be free of sharp edges. Place the tubs at
the curb the evening before collection.

Food pantry
As we all prepare for the holidays this season with
family and friends and then beyond with the cold and
snow sure to come this winter, give a thought for the
less fortunate among us. Spread some of your holiday
cheer by supporting the local food pantry services. If
you know of needy individuals or families, let them
know where they can receive assistance.
The Pine Grove Area Council of Churches Food
Pantry serves those in need of nutritious food items
on the third Saturday of every month. Located in the
lower level of the Weekday Church School building,
200 School Street (directly across the street from the
entrance to the Pine Grove Area Elementary School),
food distribution takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.
The pantry serves families of Pine Grove Borough,
Pine Grove Township and Washington Township. For
additional information or for emergency food, call
570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Leave a message if no answer.

(Example: Family of 4 up to $75,300 annually)

CALL TODAY!

570-345-2106
Custom Cakes
for All Occasions.
Chocolates
Candy Making Supplies
Fresh Baked Bread

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
ROTC collects Coats for Kids

Water quality report available

Time to dig into your closets and get out the
winter clothes. Rather than bypassing coats, scarves,
gloves, and mittens that your children have outgrown
or that are no longer stylish, pull them out and decide
to donate them to children and adults that are in
need.
Fortunately, every year at this time the Pine Grove
Area High School JROTC coordinates its own community service project – Coats for Kids!
You can donate your no-longer-wanted serviceable coats and winter attire by taking them to the
main lobby of the High School, Middle School, or
Elementary School buildings. The JROTC cadets will
collect the garments, get them cleaned free of charge,
and delivered to those in need just in time before the
winter’s cold weather.
Your donation will bring warmth to others and a
warm feeling to you this holiday season.

In accordance with state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) requirements, the
Borough monitors, tests and reports to the agency
and public on its quality.
The report for 2017 is available for review or
download from the Borough website at pinegroveborough.org or water customers can get a free hardcopy
at the Pine Grove Borough Hall, One Snyder Avenue,
during open hours.

Water bill payments
Quarterly water bill payments were due November
5. Quarterly due dates in 2019 will be: February 4,
May 6, August 5 and November 4. After these dates, a
late fee will be assessed.

Pay by credit/debit
The Pine Grove Borough office
now accepts credit/debit card payments, using MuniciPAY, for water
service. Customers are able to
make payment online or at the
borough office.
Payments accepted through
MuniciPAY will be Visa, Mastercard, Discover,
American Express, or e-check. Payments made in this
way will be subject to service fees of 2.65% or $3,
whichever is greater for credit cards, and $1.50 for
e-check.
The Borough does not collect, receive or retain
any portion of the service fees. The fees are charged
by MuniciPAY in order to provide this convenient
service to you.
MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a
company that is recognized as a Qualified Security
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

Clear snow at fire hydrants
A reminder to residents – during the coming
snowy winter months, please clear snow away from
any fire hydrants near your home. The Borough crews
are out clearing the streets and battling to keep water,
sewer, and drainage moving. In the event of a fire
emergency, you want the firefighters to be able to
have quick access to their source of water. Help them
out before the emergency occurs.
A 3-foot perimeter around the hydrant and a path
to the street should be cleared.

Recycling electronics
The Covered Device Recycling Act prohibits the
disposal of desktop computers, laptop computers,
monitors, peripherals, televisions, and hand-held
electronic devices. Do not place with your house– Continued on Page 10

Lehr’s Feed & Farm Supply
10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove, PA (570) 345-3309

As the days get shorter, and our thoughts turn to Autumn activities, you
can count on us to have your favorite Wild Bird Mixes and Seeds available.
MIXES
Dove Blend Eight different seeds
Backyard Blend Seeds that naturally blended together that appeal to Doves
grow in our area that will attract the and other Grassland species.
most variety of birds to your Feeder. Finches Delight Attracts Finches,
Also ideal for Juncos, Sparrows and Siskins, etc. Small seeds for small birds
other ground-feeding birds.
but high in Protein and even higher
Premium Blend Contains many of energy.
the favorite seeds and nuts of the Squirrel Mix Peanuts, Sunflower
songbirds visiting backyard feeders. No Seeds and whole kernel Corn. What
filler seed in this blend.
more could a Squirrel want. Feed this
Cardinal Deluxe For Large Billed birds mix away from your Bird Feeders and
such as Cardinals, Grosbeaks & Blue Squirrels will be too busy to bother
Jays. Contains 60% Sunflower.
them.

SEEDS
Corn; Whole, Coarse Cracked, Fine Cracked and occasionally, Cob
Nyjer • Peanuts • Safflower | Sunflower; Black Oil & Striped

–9–
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 9

Pine Grove Borough • Water Customer Information System

hold trash as your refuse collecContact Name:
tor and landfills will not accept
these items.
Mailing Address:
The state Department of
Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.
Environmental Protection (DEP)
urges you to do your part for
q Primary Phone Number:
the environment by recycling all
unused electronic devices.
q Cell Phone Number:
Unfortunately, the Schuylkill
County Office of Solid Waste &
q Email Address:
Resource Management decided
Please return the information sheet to the borough office at
not to include these electronPine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove
ics in its annual Fall Cleanup.
Please continue to store unwanted electronics until
In case of emergency
the next collection in the county.
The Borough uses its website www.pinegroveThanks to all residents who contribute in making
borough.org
as a valuable tool to keep residents and
Pine Grove Borough a cleaner place and responsible in
property
owners
informed about the happenings in
its waste and recycling efforts.
the Borough.
In an effort to provide more reliable communiNo outdoor burning
cations quickly when emergency or important notiBorough ordinance prohibits any outdoor burnfication is necessary, the Borough has partnered
ing of trash or yard waste within the borough limits.
with Swiftreach Networks, Inc. as its Emergency
Over the years, this ordinance has proven its worth
Notification service provider.
by cutting the number of brush fires in Pine Grove
Swift911 in its simplest form is a system that
to almost zero. The Borough provides leaf pickup in
makes
phone calls to specific people or areas in the
November and the compost area is available for your
event
of
an emergency or for sharing important inforyard cleanup. Enjoy the last of the fall days ahead and
mation. All the calls you may receive will have the
stay safe.
Caller ID of Pine Grove Borough.
If you are not receiving these calls, there is a form
you can fill out right on the Borough website. Look
for the tab “Swiftreach-Public Notification” or contact
the Pine Grove Borough office for assistance to get
registered. You can also complete the coupon shown
above and return it to the Borough Office.

Help available for heating costs

3 Berry Rd. • Schuylkill Haven
See website for current Classes & Hours

www.TheArtsBarn.com
Unique Art in a very unique setting
All handmade Pennsylvania Art
Giftwrapping / Credit cards accepted
Complimentary beverages & treats

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) helps families living on low income pay their
heating bills in the form of a cash grant. There are crisis grants also available for households in immediate
danger of being without heat.
With cash grants, a one-time payment is sent
directly to the utility company/fuel provider, and will
be credited on your bill. Cash grants range from $200

Freshness, Quality, Service

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

570-366-8736 or check us out on

WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢

Facebook

Deborah@TheArtsBarn.com
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– 10 –

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

R&J Tours – 2018-2019

Borough Services
to $1,000 based on household size, income, and fuel
type. This is a grant and does not have to be repaid.
This is a state program available to renters and
those who own their home. Income guidelines must
be met. The program is now taking applications for
the 2018-2019 heating season.
Grant hopefuls can apply online through the PA
Department of Health and Human Services COMPASS
website at www.compass.state.pa.us; download the
application to complete and take it to the Schuylkill
County Assistance Office at 2640 Woodglen Road,
Pottsville; or apply at the county Assistance Office.
Call toll-free at 1-877-306-5439 for more information.

Please help your neighborhood
Blocked street drains can
create a hazard for you and
your neighbors. If you see the
drain near your home is clogged
with leaves or litter, please take
a few minutes to open it with a
broom or shovel.

Call – NYC FREE Day������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ call
Nov. 22 – Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade���������������������������������������$42
Nov. 24 – A Christmas Experience @ Antietam�������������������������������*$88
Nov. 26 – Radio City Christmas Spectacular����������������������������������� $135
Nov. 28 – Rainbow-Christmas in Paradise������������������������������������������$77
Dec. 1 – Gourmet Shopping��������������������������������������������������������������������$43
Dec. 5 – 2018 AMT Christmas Show������������������������������������������������ *$106
Dec. 6 & 15 – Radio City Christmas Spectacular���������������������������� $148
Dec. 7 – The Mahoney Bros @ Hunterdon������������������������������������������$97
Dec. 9 – Tiny Tim @ Shawnee Playhouse���������������������������������������������$80
Dec. 11 – Holidays @ Mt. Hope���������������������������������������������������������������$75
Dec. 11 – Radio City Christmas Spectacular����������������������������������� $135
Dec. 11 – Under the Street Lamp @ Caesars��������������������������������������$85
Dec. 15 – A Christmas Carol���������������������������������������������������������������������$88
Dec. 28 – Cinderella @ DADT�������������������������������������������������������������������$42
OVERNIGHTS
2019 Dates Dover Downs������������������������������������������������������������������������� call
Dec. 31-Jan. 1 – New Year’s Eve in Gettysburg��������������$309 p/p DBL
March 22-30 – Big Bend & Carlsbad Caverns�����������������������$3074 DBL
March 30-April 7 – Costa Rica����������������������������������������������������������������� call
April 5-15 – Tulip Time on the Rhine��������������������������������������������������� call
Call – Shades of Ireland����������������������������������������������������������������������������� call
April 26-28 – VA International Tattoo��������������������������������������� $582 DBL
*Child Rates Available

TOURS

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

Borough office holidays
Remaining legal holidays this year observed by
Pine Grove Borough offices are Thanksgiving Day and
the day after, Thursday and Friday, Nov. 22-23; one
half day (closes at noon) on Christmas Eve, Monday,
Dec. 24; Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25; and New
Year’s Day, Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019.

www.rjtours.com

P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120 • printing@southschuylkill.net

2018 Business Plan

FREE

Business Cards
(One Design / Full Color / Qty. 500)

With Order of Full Color

Envelopes or
Letterheads or
EDDM Postcard
Limit one coupon per order. Expires 1/31/19

EDDM
postCards
(Every Door Direct Mail)

17.8¢ Postage

We Design It
Print It
& Mail It

ANY PRINT ORDER

10% OFF
Placed 11/1/18 thru 1/31/19

New or Loyal
Customers.

With This Coupon
Limit one coupon
Office Hours:
per order.
Mon.
thru Thurs.
Expires 1/31/19

www.SouthSchuylkill.com
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8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Friday
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Historic Pine Grove . . . Early Settlers
Noted the Area's “Fine Stand of Pines”
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Local
Postal Customer

A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents • Welcoming Its Visitors

2018 Remaining
Holiday Schedule
Pine Grove Borough Offices will be closed
the following days
Thursday & Friday – November 22nd & 23rd Thanksgiving
Monday – December 24th
(Close at Noon) Christmas
Tuesday – December 25th
Tuesday – January 1st New Year’s

We wish you and your families a very safe and
happy holiday season and look forward to a
great new year of serving you.
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