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Celebrate the Holiday Season in Beautiful Pine Grove

Help Light Up the Town and Greet Santa this Saturday
The Pine Grove Community Tree Lighting will
welcome the holiday season this Saturday, Nov. 18
beginning at 4 p.m.
The community Christmas tree is located on the
Werner’s Lumber Co. property at the traffic light
intersection, corner of Pottsville and Tulpehocken
streets in the Borough. A Nativity scene will also be
displayed at the community tree. The corner will be
the focus of many activities for residents and visitors
of all ages. This kickoff to the season is coordinated
by the Pine Grove Area Christmas Light Committee.
The Pine Grove Community Band will present
many seasonal music favorites before and during the
festivities.
The popular Teen Challenge Singers will be a featured segment of the program and the community
Christmas tree and the holiday street lights throughout the town will be lit.
Candles will be distributed by Light Committee
members and illuminated for the playing and singing
of Silent Night. Free hot dogs and soft drinks will be
provided.
The Pine Grove Police Department will lead a procession from American Legion Blvd. on East Pottsville
St. to assure safe travel for invited guest – Santa Claus
– aboard a holiday-decorated “sleigh” created and
pulled by members of the Ravine Fire Company.
Santa will be seated by the Christmas tree following its lighting to speak with area children and his
“elves” will hand out early season gifts. Residents and
visitors are invited to bring a lawn chair and enjoy the

Teen Challenge Singers usher in the season
musical entertainment to begin the Christmas season.
Public parking is available nearby at the Fulton
Bank, Werner’s Lumber Company, and the Hose, Hook
& Ladder (HH&L) No. 1.

Borough is aglow for the holidays
The Christmas Light Committee is proud of the
many holiday decorations and displays on street
poles – all made possible by donations and memorials
from individuals and businesses – that transformed
dark streets 17 years ago to now a very vibrant Pine
Grove streetscape during each holiday season.
More than 60 pole decorations, ranging in size
from 5-1/2 to 7-1/2 feet tall, with lights, metal frames
and festive garland give residents and visitors to Pine
Grove a seasonal enthusiasm for the community. Each
pole needed a light sensor to light at dusk and then
turn off at dawn each day. PPL initially installed the
sensor and electricity connection at a cost of $248
per pole – $13,000 to light up the town. The pole
ornaments and brackets cost between $250 and $500
– Continued on Page 2

On the inside . . .
Borough Services & Events ......... Pg.
RSM Animal Shelter ..................... Pg.
Mayor Explains Court System .... Pg.
Streets & Water Update ............... Pg.
Historical Society Project ............ Pg.
Santa plans early visit to Pine Grove
–1–

3
7
8
12
14

Christmas Activities

2017 BOROUGH OFFICIALS
Regular Council Meeting:
Third Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
Municipal Building – 1 Snyder Ave.

OFFICIALS
Mayor ................................................. Willard Shiffer
Chief of Police ...................... Thomas J. Trotter, IV
President of Council ................. Scott Zimmerman
Vice President of Council ........ Thomas Fickinger
Pro Tem ...........................................Anthony Gurski
Secretary/Treasurer ...................... Melissa A. Dyer
Tax Collector .......................................... Sally Burke
Solicitor ............... Christopher W. Hobbs, Esquire
Borough Engineer .............................WJP Engineers
Streets/Water Engineer ... Cardno BCM Engineers
Code Enforcement............... Light-Heigel & Assoc.
Health Officer ......................................... Lew Moyer
COUNCIL
Leroy Bates Leonard Clark Thomas Fickinger
Anthony Gurski Vacancy
Terry Noll Scott Zimmerman

•

•

•

•

POLICE
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief
Cody Applegate Kurt Emerich
William Gelgot Pete Mozurkevich
Gino Ricigliano Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin Beau Yarmush

•
•

•

•

STREETS & WATER DEPARTMENT
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor
John Barr Jacob Dinger
Keith Koppenhaver Earl Kreiser

•

•

BOROUGH OFFICE
Melissa A. Dyer Cindy Fenstermacher
Sue Strouphauer

•

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
ADMINISTRATION, BUDGET & FINANCE
Thomas Fickinger Tony Gurski
Scott Zimmerman

•

PERSONNEL
Leroy Bates Thomas Fickinger
Scott Zimmerman

•

– Continued from Page 1
each – $35,000 to date. Added this year will be a 4.5
feet diameter wreath and a 5.5 feet tall Christmas tree
for the street poles.
Each year the volunteers of the Christmas Light
Committee maintain/replace in the range of 500
bulbs and add to the decorations, finally installing
them each year prior to the Community Tree Lighting
festivities. And, of course, they need to be taken down
and properly stored after the first of the new year.

We need your help!
The Pine Grove Christmas Light Committee was
created 17 years ago for the purpose of decorating
our town for the Christmas holidays. The committee
is most appreciative of the numerous people who
contributed to purchase decorations and memorialize
loved ones. This generosity helped defray the total
cost of getting the lighting project under way.
Donations of money and volunteer time are
always appreciated and regularly needed.
Some folks may want to purchase an ornament in
memory of a loved one or to honor a living member.
Memorial gifts will be permanently displayed on a
plaque and placed at a location yet to be determined.
Anyone interested in purchasing a Christmas
decoration for the 2018 Christmas season, see or
call Dick Becker at 570-345-3849. He can work with
interested individuals or groups regarding varieties,
availability, and prices of decorations.
New members and volunteers are always welcome
to help the Pine Grove Christmas Light Committee
prepare for the holiday season. The committee is
active throughout the year maintaining the lights and
conducting fundraisers to decorate borough streets
with seasonal themes. To offer your help or to find
out more information regarding the Christmas Light
Committee, contact any committee member or call
chairman Becker.
Do you feel the holiday spirit moving you?
Monetary donations in any amount are always needed
to maintain, replace and purchase new lights to give
Pine Grove Borough the look and feel of Christmas.
Send your check or money order to: Pine Grove
Christmas Light Committee, c/o treasurer Marie Long,
14 E. Wood Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963.

PUBLIC WORKS
Tom Fickinger Terry Noll

•
•
PROPERTY & NATURAL RESOURCES
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger•Tony Gurski
FLOOD MITIGATION
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Tony Gurski
COMMUNITY DEV. • PARKS & RECREATION
Len Clark•Ron Hepler, Jr. •Scott Zimmerman
PUBLIC SAFETY
Tony Gurski•Ron Hepler, Jr. •Terry Noll
Len Clark
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Thank you for donating and your support
for the holiday season. The committee
appreciates your generosity around this time
of the year. Without people like you and your
support, the Christmas Light Committee
would not be successful. The Committee
strives to make Pine Grove a place that people
can enjoy around the holiday season.

Thank you
– The Pine Grove Area Christmas Light Committee
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Christmas tree collection
Cut Christmas trees needing to be discarded following the holidays will be collected curbside by the
Borough every Thursday during the month of January
– Jan. 4, 11, 18 and 25. Trees must be placed at the
curb free of ornaments, stands, and tree bags.

Not only does volunteer work provide much
needed help to those unable to perform these tasks
due to life’s circumstances, it helps fill one’s soul with
warmth and produces, at least, two smiles.
Contact the Pine Grove Borough office by phone
at 570-345-3555, email at
pgborough@comcast.net
or message us on the Pine Grove Borough Facebook
page.

Leaf collection

Community service builds character
Attention Pine Grove Area High School students!
Pine Grove Borough is seeking high school students
in need of Community Service credits to assist local
residents with lawn care, removal of ashes, and snow
shoveling during winter months.

The Borough will collect and dispose
of leaves every Thursday in
November. Leaves will be
picked up Wednesday, Nov.
22 instead of Thanksgiving
Day. Do not put piles of
leaves in the street gutter
because this can cause a hazard to motorists and
can clog storm drains. Bag your leaves and tie the bag
securely. Place these bagged leaves curbside the evening prior to collection.
As you get your property ready for winter and a
clean start to next year’s spring awakening, remember
the borough maintains a compost site where residents may take leaves, grass clippings, and other yard
vegetation waste. The cost is $20 per year and is for
residents only. The compost site operates from March
through the fall season, and is open on Tuesdays
– Continued on Page 4

Uncommonly beautiful and now uniquely affordable.
Get your dream kitchen with Showplace cabinetry.

expressive
choices
•
unique design
flexibility
•
quality
all-wood
construction.
Open Daily 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

29 S. Tulpehocken St. • Pine Grove, PA 17963
570-345-2561 • 1-800-671-6979
www.wernerlumber.com
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 3
and Saturdays. Permits are available at the borough
municipal building.

The pantry serves families of Pine Grove Borough,
Pine Grove Township and Washington Township. For
additional information or for emergency food, call
570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Leave a message if no answer.

Ash collection
The Borough is now collecting ashes two days per
week – on Tuesday and Friday – and will continue
through the winter heating season. Tubs must have
handles and be free of sharp edges. Place the tubs at
the curb the evening before collection.

Food pantry
As we all prepare for the holidays this season with
family and friends and then beyond with the
cold and snow sure to come this winter, give a thought for the less
fortunate among us. Spread
some of your holiday cheer
by supporting the local food
pantry services. If you know of
needy individuals or families, let them know where
they can receive assistance.
The Pine Grove Area Council of Churches Food
Pantry serves those in need of nutritious food items
on the third Saturday of every month. Located in the
lower level of the Weekday Church School building,
200 School Street (directly across the street from the
entrance to the Pine Grove Area Elementary School),
food distribution takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.

Providing Year Round Comfort

ROTC collects Coats for Kids
Time to dig into your closets and get out the
winter clothes. Rather than bypassing coats, scarves,
gloves, and mittens that your children have outgrown
or that are no longer stylish, pull them out and decide
to donate them to children and adults that are in
need.

Fortunately, every year at this time the Pine Grove
Area High School JROTC coordinates its own community service project – Coats for Kids!
You can donate your no-longer-wanted serviceable coats and winter attire by taking them to the
main lobby of the High School, Middle School, or
Elementary School buildings now through December
20. The JROTC cadets will collect the garments, get
them cleaned free of charge, and delivered to those
in need just in time before the winter’s cold weather.
Your donation will bring warmth to others and a
warm feeling to you this holiday season.

Water bill payments
Quarterly water bill payments were due November
6. Quarterly due dates in 2018 will be: February 5,
May 7, August 6 and November 5. After these dates, a
late fee will be assessed.

Pay by credit/debit
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CALL US AT 570-366-1275
WWW.HBSTEELE.COM
17 Municipal Road • PO Box 375 • Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • PA9761
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The Pine Grove Borough office now
accepts credit/debit card payments,
using MuniciPAY, for water service.
Customers are able to make payment online or at the borough
office.
Payments accepted through
MuniciPAY will be Visa, Mastercard,
Discover, American Express, or e-check. Payments
made in this way will be subject to service fees of
2.65% or $3, whichever is greater for credit cards, and
$1.50 for e-check.
The Borough does not collect, receive or retain
any portion of the service fees. The fees are charged
–4–

Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
by MuniciPAY in order to provide this convenient
service to you.
MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a
company that is recognized as a Qualified Security
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

Clear snow at fire hydrants
A reminder to residents – during the coming
snowy winter months, please
clear snow away from any fire
hydrants near your home.
The Borough crews are out
clearing the streets and battling to keep water, sewer,
and drainage moving. In the
event of a fire emergency,
you want the firefighters to
be able to have quick access
to their source of water. Help
them out before the emergency occurs.
A
3-foot perimeter
around the hydrant and a path to the street should
be cleared.

Recycling electronics
The Covered Device Recycling Act of 2010 prohibits the disposal of desktop computers, laptop
computers, monitors, peripherals, televisions, and

hand-held electronic devices. Do not place with your
household trash as your refuse collector and landfills
will not accept these items.
The state Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) urges you to do your part for the environment
by recycling all unused electronic devices.
Unfortunately, the Schuylkill County Office of
Solid Waste & Resource Management decided not to
include these electronics in its annual Fall Cleanup.
Please continue to store unwanted electronics until
the next collection in the county.
Thanks to all residents helping to keep Pine Grove
Borough a cleaner place and responsible in its waste
and recycling efforts.

No outdoor burning
Borough ordinance prohibits any outdoor burning
of trash or yard waste within the borough limits. Over
the years, this ordinance has
proven its worth by cutting
the number of brush fires in
Pine Grove to almost zero.
The Borough provides leaf
pickup in November and the
compost area is available for your yard cleanup. Enjoy
the last of the fall days ahead and stay safe.
– Continued on Page 6
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In case of emergency

Pine Grove Borough • Water Customer Information System

Contact Name:
The Borough uses its website www.pinegroveborough.
Mailing Address:
org as a valuable tool to keep
Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.
residents and property owners
informed about the happenings
❑ Primary Phone Number:
of the Borough.
In an effort to provide more
❑ Cell Phone Number:
reliable communications quickly when emergency or impor❑ Email Address:
tant notification is necessary,
Please return the information sheet to the borough office at
the Borough has partnered with
Pine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove
Swiftreach Networks, Inc. as its
Emergency Notification service provider.
(LIHEAP) state program that helps families struggling
Swift911 in its simplest form is a system that
with costs to heat their homes has started to accept
makes phone calls to specific people or areas in the
applications for the coming winter. The 2017-18 heatevent of an emergency or for sharing important inforing season assistance program is available through
mation. All the calls you may receive will have the
March 31 next year.
Caller ID of Pine Grove Borough.
The program provides cash
If you are not receiving these calls, there is a form
grants, paid directly to the utility
you can fill out right on the Borough website. Look
company, of $300 or more that
for the tab “Swiftreach-Public Notification” or contact
can be used to help pay regular
the Pine Grove Borough office for assistance to get
monthly heating bills.
registered. You can also complete the coupon shown
The grants do not have
here and return it to the Borough Office.
to be paid back, and
no lien will be placed on a person’s home if they
Utility assistance
receive assistance through LIHEAP.
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
Individuals with an income up to $18,090 can
qualify for LIHEAP; a family of four can qualify with
an income up to $36,900. Complete income qualification guidelines and other information are available
from your local state representative’s office or web“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the
site.
Borough of Pine Grove distributed to 1300 houseContact the Schuylkill County Assistance Office at
holds within the Borough.
570-621-3072 or toll-free 877-306-5439; contact your
The newsletter is designed and printed by
utility company, or online at:
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
www.dhs.pa.gov/heatingassistanceliheap
The toll-free statewide LIHEAP hotline is 866-857Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
7095.
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
In addition to cash grants, LIHEAP also offers
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
crisis grants to families facing heating emergencies
Publication dates for the next three issues are
such as broken heating equipment or leaking lines
February 23, May 25, and August 24, 2018
that must be fixed or replaced, a lack of heating fuel,
News Submittals
or termination of utility service.
Non-profit and community organizations
Please help your neighborhood
within the Borough are invited to submit news
Blocked street drains can
items for consideration. Written submittals must
create a hazard for you and your
be received by Melissa Dyer in the Borough
neighbors. If you see the drain
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570near your house is clogged with
345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the publeaves or litter, please take a few
lication date.
minutes to open it with a broom
Advertising
or shovel.
Businesses wishing to reach every household

Newsletter Particulars

in the Borough of Pine Grove are invited to advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing for more information. Call
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be
received at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. Ad content is subject to approval and
acceptance by the Borough of Pine Grove.
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Borough office holidays
Remaining legal holidays this year observed by
Pine Grove Borough offices are Thanksgiving Day and
the day after, Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23-24; one
half day (closes at noon) the last work day before
Christmas, Friday, Dec. 22; Christmas Day, Monday,
Dec. 25; and New Year’s Day, Monday, Jan. 1, 2018.
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Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA

Providing Many Services to Our Community
Ruth Steinert Memorial (RSM) SPCA is a no-kill
animal shelter. It originally opened its doors in
Tamaqua in the early 1970s, thanks to the caring
spirit and dedication of its namesake, Ruth Steinert.
Later the shelter was relocated to Airport Road at the
top of Broad Mountain north of Minersville. In 2009 it
moved again to its present location at 18 Wertz Drive
in Pine Grove Borough.

Services help the region, but funds needed
RSM’s services limit the number of strays in your
neighborhood, help to reduce feral reproduction, and
provide a means to pair up families with animals who will quickly
claim those families’ hearts. For the
community service we provide, we
humbly ask that you include RSM
SPCA in your periodic donations
and think of us for donations in
honor of birthdays and in memory
of animal lovers who have passed.
We are grateful for every monetary and pet supply contribution
we receive. We can’t stay open without your
charity. Being a no-kill shelter, we are not eligible for
state, ASPCA or other national funding. Our funding
is provided completely by the generosity of donors
within our community.
Finally, when you are considering welcoming the
sound and joy created by paws on your floor, please
“adopt; don’t shop.” There are so many loving shelter
animals waiting for you. Come visit us at 18 Wertz
Drive in Pine Grove. Rescue a pet, and it will be your
heart that feels rescued.
– Doreen R. Hancock, Board Secretary

RSM experienced a devastating fire on January
21, 2010, forcing its closing for a period of time.
Determination by its board, shelter workers and volunteers plus generous donations from individuals
and businesses, allowed RSM to reopen its cat facility
in June of that same year. The dog facility reopened
in August of 2011. Operating continuously since then,
RSM has been upgrading its facilities and managing
its finances ever since.
As your local shelter, RSM serves Schuylkill and
surrounding county areas by providing a temporary
shelter to dogs, cats and other domestic animals as
they await adoption. Part of the shelter’s mission is to
educate the public on the importance of spaying/neutering and to share healthy practices with pet owners.

Made possible by many caring volunteers
The Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA shelter employs
two – Lori Sult, shelter manager, and Bridget Barder,
assistant manager – both of whom are designated
Animal Cruelty Officers to assist law enforcement
with rescue services for abused or lost animals.
Volunteers complete an amazing and caring staff
of 10 who are the caregivers and temporary family for
more than 150 animals. The RSM Board of Directors
numbers a dozen of your friends and neighbors.
Together, all dedicate their time to the cause of saving
and loving animals while providing compassion and
selflessness every day.
RSM is appreciative to have its location in Pine
Grove, providing a serene backdrop for its animals
to reside until their “furever” families visit to adopt
them.
–7–

Franco Madaffari
PT, DPT, ATC, COMT

870 Gordon Nagle Trail, Suite 100
Pottsville, PA 17901

570-399-5331

Robert Dusel Jr.
PT, MSPT, BS

705 West Market Street, Suite 10
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-968-2131
VOTED BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY
2 YEARS IN A ROW
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor

Shedding Light on Our Court System
It’s that time of the year again when temperatures
get colder and we can expect some snow. With the
violent hurricanes and wildfires this past year there
have been many people who say
we can expect a lot of snow this
winter.
I never put a lot of faith in
these predictions. Just wait and
see what comes. Usually if the
weather person tells you a day or
two in advance a snowstorm is
coming, it probably is. Anyway,
let’s make sure we clear snow
and ice from walks in a timely
WILL SHIFFER
manner. I know your neighbors
Mayor
will appreciate this very much.
When I first went in the military, part of our initial
basic training included classes on how the military
justice system worked – known as UCMJ (Uniform
Code of Military Justice). There are similarities to the
civilian judicial system, but some aspects are very different. As I continued further with my military career
and became an Army officer, I got more involved with
the UCMJ and was responsible for helping to administer the system.
As a commander, that included Article 15 NonJudicial Punishment. This is a pretty straight forward
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We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It
SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
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system that lists the types of offenses and the punishment for each. This is similar to the Magisterial
District Judge in the civilian courts.
A larger and much more serious part of the UCMJ
is the Court Marshall that includes three different
types depending on the offense. The defendant is
sometimes allowed to make choices which way to proceed in their case. I served on several Court Marshall
boards consisting of a panel of seven members that
acted similarly to a jury in the civilian courts.
I never had to fully understand how the civilian
court system works until becoming Pine Grove Mayor,
being responsible for the Police Department and its
interacting with the District Judge and the Schuylkill
County District Attorney’s office.
In Pennsylvania there are five parts to the judicial
system.

Magisterial District Judge
The
base level
includes
Magisterial
District Judge, an elected position with a
6-year term. Locally,
our District Judge
is attorney David
Rossi, with his
office in Tremont.
Magistrates do not have to be
lawyers, but those who aren’t must take a course of
instruction and pass an exam to be qualified.
All infractions of the law are presented at this
level, including preliminary arraignments, hearings
and bail matters, traffic violations, community ordinance violations, and domestic issues. The Magistrate
will determine if the case moves on to the higher
courts.

Common, Superior & Commonwealth Courts
At the midlevel, Common Pleas Court hears all
major criminal and civil cases, appeals from the
District Court, and matters pertaining to children and
families. The Superior Court hears appeals in criminal
cases and most civil cases from the Common Pleas
Court, including children and family matters.
The Commonwealth Court hears original civil
cases brought by and against the commonwealth.
This also includes appeals from decisions by state
agencies and from the Common Pleas Court involving
the state and local governments.

State Supreme Court
At the top of our state judicial system is the
Supreme Court – the highest judicial authority in
the state. The seven-member court hears discretionary appeals from the Superior and Commonwealth
Courts; hears direct appeals from the Common Pleas
Court; has the power to take control of any case
in any Pennsylvania court; and has administrative
authority over the entire court system.
–8–

Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
Two types of cases – civil & criminal
Two types of court cases are criminal and civil.
Generally, civil suits may go in front of the District
Judge if you have a complaint against a person or
business and you want to recover an amount of
money less than $12,000. Over $12,000 goes to the
Court of Common Pleas.
An attorney is not required at this level because
the magistrate’s court is less formal, less expensive,
and faster than the Common Pleas Court. Some
examples of civil cases would be contract disputes,
personal injury, faulty consumer goods, and tenant/
landlord issues.
Child support, divorce and PFAs (Protection From
Abuse) fall under the jurisdiction of the Common
Pleas Court; but, the District Judge can make decisions on these when an emergency situation exists.
Cases dealing with juveniles (under 18 years old) also
fall under Common Pleas Courts.

Three categories of criminal cases
Criminal cases include felonies, misdemeanors
and summary offenses.
A felony is a crime, typically involving violence
and regarded as more serious than a misdemeanor. It
is usually punishable by imprisonment for more than
one year or by death. These are usually crimes viewed
more severely by society and include murder, rape,
burglary, kidnapping or arson.
Misdemeanors are considered less severe. These
are crimes that are punishable by up to a year in jail.
Examples would be petty theft, disturbing the peace,
disorderly conduct, vandalism, reckless driving, possession of illegal drugs, driving under the influence
and simple assault.
Summary offenses are the most minor type of
criminal offense. These would include disorderly
conduct, loitering, harassment, shoplifting, speeding, running a red light or stop sign, and underage
drinking. A conviction for a summary offense usually
results in a fine.

with the amount specified as collateral. You will be
notified by the District Judge when to appear for a
hearing. At the hearing, you may have a lawyer represent you at your expense. You will not be allowed a
public defender lawyer to represent you if the conviction will only result in
a fine. You, along with
the police, will present
witnesses and any other
evidence to support each
side of the case.
The District Judge
will then decide the
case. If you are found
not guilty, all security
deposit funds will be
returned to you. If you are found guilty, the deposit
will go toward paying your fine and you will be
responsible to pay any additional.
Guilty judgments allow you a 30-day window to
appeal. You must file a form at the Schuylkill County
Court House. The case will then go to the Common
Pleas Court for a completely new trial.

District Judges also set bail
The District Judge also sets bail for defendants
who have been arrested. Bail is cash, or the cash
equivalent, used as security to ensure that a person
– Continued on Page 10

Let’s follow a simple infraction
You just got a speeding ticket or motor vehicle
citation.
If you want to plead guilty, either mail a check or
money order for the full amount of the ticket along
with the citation or take it to the District Judge’s
office and pay it.
If you fail to answer the citation within 10 days, a
warrant will be issued for your arrest, and if a traffic
violation, your license will be suspended.
Or, you can plead not guilty; but, you need to send
a copy of the citation to the District Judge’s office

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven
Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

www.TheArtsBarn.com
570-366-8736 or check us out on Facebook

NEW ART, NEW ARTISTS, NEW HOURS
NEW HOURS – Starting November 1st:
Wed.-Sun. – 10-5; Fri. Evenings until 8 p.m.

Spirit of the Holidays Art Tour
December 1, 2 and 3
FALL / WINTER CLASSES
for Adults & Kids
FREE GIFT WRAPPING • GIFT CERTIFICATES
COFFEE POT IS ALWAYS ON

Pine Grove Borough Info
Find us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PineGroveBorough
www.pinegroveborough.org
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
– Continued from Page 9
who is released pending trial will appear at all future
court proceedings and will comply with any other conditions the court may impose. If bail is not produced,
the defendant will be sent to the county jail until bail
is made or the case goes in front of the court.
Contrary to what many people believe, bail is not
meant to be a punishment. When arrested, under our
judicial system everyone is innocent until proven
guilty. Factors considered when setting bail are the
nature of the offense, employment/financial status,
family, time living in the community, age, reputation,
prior offenses, mental condition and any other factors the court may find relevant. Money put up for
bail is returned after the defendant’s case is heard in
court.

Book review – Parenting Isn’t For Cowards
Going through some of my stuff, I
came across this book authored by
Dr. James Dobson. I initially read it
when my sons were of kindergarten age and found it very helpful explaining the challenges of
raising children.
Of all the things we do in
life, being a parent is probably
the hardest and most important.
“Why are kids so different?” is

a question that comes
to mind when reflecting on those years.
One may be easy going
and the other sibling
makes everything a
challenge.
Speaking both as
therapist/father and
drawing on a landmark study of thirtyfive thousand parents,
Dr. Dobson helps to
understand the challenges of being a parent. He guides you
through how to prevent
child-rearing
troubles before they
happen;
banishing
guilt over hard-to-raise children; protecting one’s sanity during a child’s adolescence; restoring your energy
when you’re facing burnout; and how to enhance your
relationships with your children.
There have been reprints and updates over the
years. This book currently sells for $3 on Amazon. Dr.
Dobson is the founder of the nonprofit Focus on the
Family organization that is in Colorado Springs.
– Will Shiffer, Mayor

Auto Parts & Services • 24 Hour Towing • Since 1959

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE

570-739-4477

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Moyer’s Car Care

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464

www.MoyersCarCare.net

(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven

WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢

(Rt. 183 & 443 Intersection)
• Replace
• Fuel Injection
Engines &
• Computer
Transmissions
Diagnostics
& Repairs
• Major Engine
Repairs
• Brakes

• Tune Ups
• Batteries
• AC & Heating
Repairs
• Tires
• Alignments

MAMMOTH MATERIALS

50 OFF 10 OFF
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00
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4 New Tires &
4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 12/31/2017

$

SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

00

570-544-8245
PICK YOUROUR DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK • MULCH
PRICE FROCMKET!
TOPSOIL
COAL BUPrice)

Transmission
Flush

Additional cost on additional
parts may be required
See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 12/31/2017

(For Coal
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WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.
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Fall Lawn & Garden Work Reaps Benefits

Putting the Lawn to Bed
This article might have been more timely in the
August issue of The Evergreen, but it’s not too late to
give your lawn a shot now to “spring” ahead next year.
Lawn maintenance in the fall is often forgotten.
With other more pressing chores of raking leaves and
cleaning up your spent garden
vegetation, lawn work is often
left for next year. If this is your
dilemma, take note – late fall
lawn maintenance will set your
grass up for next spring.
Fall is a very important time
to fertilize the turf. Interestingly,
this season’s weather has given
us a good bit of late summer and,
so far, only a little taste of fall.
LEROY BATES
Typically during this cooler
Councilman
time, the turf is trying to recover
from the heat stress of summer. The grass roots start
to store carbohydrates that assist the turf in fighting
off injury and disease during the winter months. The
fertilizer application helps develop a stronger root
system by continuing to grow under favorable conditions until the ground freezes.
Fall is a great time to treat the weeds in your
lawn. A granular weed control product should be
applied when the grass is damp and precipitation is
not in the forecast
for a minimum 24
hours. Sprays can
also be used for
spot treatment of
weeds, but remember it also needs to
be applied in low
wind
conditions
and allowed to dry
before rain comes
to ensure absorption into the plant’s
root system.
Maintain your
grass at a 2.5 to 3
inch turf stand. As
was mentioned in previous articles, cut your lawn
more often to preclude scalping your turf. I usually
try to restrict my cut to ½ inch. If you cut too much
of the turf, this can weaken the grass and invite more
weeds.
One last topic to mention with fall lawn maintenance is aeration. Even though aeration this late is not
so beneficial, our warmer temperatures this fall will
make aeration still favorable. Typically, September
and early October are the months to aerate your lawn.
This aeration technique I have found to be greatly
beneficial in my lawn. After cutting the lawn – especially with tractors – aeration is deeply needed. Lawn
tractors and human traffic compact the soil, which
restricts the flow of oxygen and water to the plant’s
root system.

Aeration equipment comes in several designs and
can be rented at most local hardware stores. There
are aerators that are several feet wide with a motor
on top that puncture 1-2 inch holes in the turf. There
are also larger pull-type aerators that can be used
behind a lawn tractor. The pull type aerators are often
weighed down with large water containers.
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Borough Streets & Water Report . . . by Tom Fickinger

Infrastructure/Service Improvements Build Future
You may have noticed PennDOT crews marking
the street and sidewalks in town. They are preparing for ADA (Americans with Disability Act) ramps at
many intersections and will begin that work this fall
or early next spring. This will be a major upgrade to
our crosswalks and bring them to current standards.
PennDOT has scheduled paving Tulpehocken Street from
the western end of the Borough,
through town and eastward on
Rt. 443 past the high school into
Pleasant Valley, starting in June
next year. The Borough must lay
a new water main pipe and service laterals on S. Tulpehocken
before the paving can start.
Additional PennDOT pavTOM FICKINGER
ing will be on Rt. 895 from
Councilman
Tulpehocken Street to the intersection of Rts. 183 and 895 at Summit Station. No
schedule has been set for this work, though preliminary work is in process.

Getting ready for winter
Pine Grove winter preparations are underway.
Plow blades and salt/anti-skid spreader attachments
are being fitted on Borough trucks. Road salt has

been delivered and stored in the shed. At a PennDOT
meeting in October, plans for this winter season’s
road treatment were discussed and improved routes
presented.

ALS medical service in the works
Pine Grove Borough has not had ALS (Advanced
Life Support) emergency medical services available
since the closure and de-licensing of West Schuylkill
ALS at midnight December 31, 2016. ALS services are
in the planning stage, a partnership between Hegins
Area Ambulance Association and the Pine Grove
Ambulance Association to station a unit here in the
Borough.

No water rate hike needed
PennVest – the Pennsylvania Infrastructure
Investment Authority – has determined the Borough’s
current water rates are sufficient to support its current projects of expansion and improvements. There
will be no need to increase water rates to support the
following.
Phase 1 of the Borough water system progresses
with bids received and currently under review for
2,700 linear feet of new water main. This new supply
pipe will be laid from the Rt. 443 traffic light intersection on S. Tulpehocken Street to the Rt. 895 intersec-

May God’s blessings be yours this
Christmas season and in the New Year

Custom Cakes
for All Occasions.
Chocolates
Candy Making Supplies
Fresh Baked Bread

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.
139 S. Tulpehocken Street • Pine Grove
Phone: 570-345-2266
• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915.
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial
and graveside services.
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.
Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com
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Borough Streets & Water Report . . . by Tom Fickinger
tion, connecting to the prior project’s ending.
This line will include new laterals extending from
the main in the center of the street to the curb at
each customer’s property. Some sidewalk work will
be necessary. PennDOT and DEP permits have been
approved. Funding is being secured – part of the
overall water project – with a stop-gap loan until the
PennVest loan is approved in the next year.
The bids for this part of the project are: A.H.
Moyer, Inc. – $579,450; Almeida & Hudak Contractors,
LLC. – $688,175; Anrich, Inc. – $710,394.63; Arthur
“Pat” Aungst, Inc. – $586,651.18; Barrasso Excavation,
Inc. – $582,369; DOLI Construction Corporation –
$588,482; and Joao & Bradley
Construction Co., Inc. –
$686,775.
Pending review, a contract
will be awarded to the lowest
qualified bidder. Construction
could start as early as
November, weather permitting. Work must be completed
before PennDOT paving starts
next June.
Design of Phase 2 – the
new 1.5 million gallon tank –
is currently on schedule with
permits in process and land
being secured. The new wells
are drilled. Survey crews are
laying out water lines to connect the new wells to the
existing system.
The new supply tank is necessary to allow the
town to be supplied with water while Phase 3 repairs
are made to the drained existing tank.

•

•

History of Pine Grove Area
Girls Basketball – 1,000 Wins

Improving life in the Borough

The H
is

Commemorating 47 Years
of Excellence to 2013

Here is just a brief list of some thoughts and
concerns to improve our town. Your own ideas and
discussions are welcome. A community dialogue is
overdue.
• We all need to get involved proactively to
address, control, reduce and eventually eradicate
the current drug problem that plagues our town
and the region. Businesses require a work force
willing to seek employment, pass drug testing,
and work sober and safely. The current drug

Team Photos & Records for Every Year
Individual Scoring Stats – 250+ Players
Coach Biographies and Records
Playoff & Tournament Results
Martz Hall Appearances
Full Color Photo Pages
Much, Much More

Pine Gr tory of
Girls B ove Area
asketba
ll

LADY
CA
1967 –RDINALS
2013

180 Pages • Hard-Bound Book

Compiled & Published by

Coach
Ron Rhen

SPREAD THE WORD

Interested in submitting an article for next quarter’s issue of
The
Evergreen? We welcome community
service and nonprofit organization
information. Please contact Borough
Secretary, Melissa Dyer at 570-3453555 or pgborough@comcast.net

epidemic hinders attracting new business opportunities, future growth, and economic well-being.
Student parking on American Legion area streets
has become a problem for local residents and
should be addressed by the Borough and the
school.
Sports programs in many neighboring school
districts include an indoor swimming pool.
Swimming is a recreation that can be followed
and enjoyed throughout a lifetime. Inviting community use through wellness health programs
would supplement operating costs.

Com
Coach piled by
Ron Rh
en

40 E .

$

Tax
Included

LIMITED
A
S
QUANTITIE CASH OR CHECK

Available At
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Pinegrove Historical Society Preserves the Past

Stanhope One-Room School Restoration Continues
Winter is coming and the Stanhope School
Restoration Project of the Pinegrove Historical
Society is temporarily shifting focus from restoration work to other projects until warmer
weather returns.
This past year volunteers, including a
13-year-old Myerstown Girl Scout and retired
adults under the direction of restoration work
coordinator George Stralkus, provided more
than 400 hours of labor working on the interior
of the one-room school. A Schuylkill County
Foundation Grant to the Stanhope School
Project, private donations, and business partners – Solar Innovations, Fisher Welding &
Fabrication, and Werner Lumber – gave support
to the project and its volunteers.

Call for former students, memorabilia
Former students of the Stanhope School
or family members of former students are
Restoration work will continue in the spring of 2018.
being sought for interviews. John Ziegler, a
former Stanhope student and retired Pine Grove Area
School Teacher’s Record and is looking for additeacher, and Joan Schwer, South Schuylkill News
tional teacher records. Pictures, report cards, books,
Correspondent, are seeking stories and recollections
and other school memorabilia are also needed as a
of attending the Stanhope School and life during that
donation or loan. This information will be used in
time.
educational programs when restoration is completed
The Society has the 1883 through 1893 Stanhope
and the Stanhope Schoolhouse opens to the public,
hopefully in 2019. Please contact either of these individuals or leave a message at the historical society,
570-345-0157.
Call For Dates – New York City ............................................................................ $40
Volunteers needed in 2018
Call For Dates – Radio City...................................................................................call
Are you able to work short term as a volunteer
Nov 29 – PA Opry-A Country Gospel Christmas .................................................. $92
Dec 2 – Gourmet Food Shopping, NYC................................................................ $41
next year? Restoration work will begin again in the
Dec 6 – 2017 Christmas Show @ AMT .............................................................. $90*
spring. Days and hours
Dec 9 – Christmas in Cape May ........................................................................ $148
are flexible to fit your
Dec 13 – Guess who’s coming to Christmas @ Rainbow Dinner Theatre ............. $74
schedule. The projDec 28 – A Ghost Tale for Mr. Dickens @ Dutch Apple ......................................... $42
ects planned for 2018
Dec 31 – Sands Casino ....................................................................................... $25
include restoration of
Jan 10 – Hershey Bears vs Springfield ................................................................ $54
windows,
installing
Jan 13 – Elvis Birthday Bash .............................................................................. $63
Feb 3 – Philadelphia Auto Show ........................................................................ $50
slate boards, floor resFeb 9 – Riverdance @ American Music Theatre .................................................. $99
toration, exterior paintFeb 10 – Philadelphia 76ers vs LA Clippers ...................................................... $118
ing, re-pointing the
Feb 10 – Ring of Fire @ Dutch Apple ................................................................ $86*
foundation, tree removFeb 16 – Roy & Conway @ Hunterdon Hills ........................................................ $87
al, grass mowing, and
Feb 20 – Mt. Airy-Basically Bennett ................................................................... $67
parking lot construcFeb 27 – Uncle Floyds Comedy @ Hunterdon Hills.............................................. $87
tion. All skill levels and
March 3 – Spring Doo Wop Cavalcade @ American Music Theatre ...................... $89
March 3 – Terra Cotta & Reading Terminal Market............................................ *$58
ages are welcome. Girl
March 4 – Amazing Grace @ American Music Theatre ........................................ $87
Scout Silver and Gold
Call for dates – Philadelphia Flower Show ..........................................................call
Award, Boy Scout Eagle
*Child Rates Available
Award, and student senior project candidates are
OVERNIGHTS
encouraged to contact Linda Mills (lmillsgso@aol.com)
Call for dates – Dover Downs ...........................................................$125 p/p DBL
or
Tina Keefer (tiki5977@verizon.net) to discuss availCall for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!
able projects.
If you cannot volunteer, please consider a monetary contribution to help cover the supplies the
restoration volunteers will need. Checks can be made
www.rjtours.com
payable to the Pinegrove Historical Society, noting
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
“Stanhope School Project.” Mail to the Pinegrove
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734
Historical Society at P.O. Box 65, Pine Grove, 17961.

R&J TOURS – 2017-18 HAPPENINGS

TOURS
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Fire Safety is Fire Prevention
Smoke detectors
Properly installed and functioning, smoke detectors are the single most important factor in preventing home fire fatalities. On the job 24 hours per day,
they will provide you and your family with an early
warning should a fire occur, giving you the best
opportunity to escape.

Where should I install them?
A smoke detector should be installed
on every level of your home. Since many
home fires occur while the residents are
asleep, smoke detectors should also be
installed in every bedroom and in the hallway outside
each sleeping area.
Detectors come in two types, hard-wired and
battery operated. Hard-wired detectors are usually
installed by an alarm service technician or by an
electrician. Battery-operated detectors are the most
common type and can be purchased in most hardware
stores or department stores. They are easy to install.
Most require inserting two screws into the ceiling or
wall and some come with adhesive strips that stick to
the surface.
Ceiling-mounted detectors should be positioned at
least four inches from the nearest wall. Wall-mounted
detectors should be placed four to twelve inches away
from the ceiling. If you have peaked ceilings, install
the detector near the ceiling’s highest point.

Don’t install detectors near doors, windows or
ducts where drafts might interfere with the detector. Never paint smoke detectors or apply stickers or
decorations, since these too may affect the ability of
the detector to respond to a fire.

Testing smoke detectors
Smoke detectors should be tested once per month
by activating the test button to insure that the unit is
working properly. If a detector is found to malfunction, it should be replaced. The battery should be
replaced at least annually and as needed.

What is that chirping?
When a smoke detector “chirps” it is telling you
that the battery is low and needs to be replaced.
Keep a spare battery or two on hand so that you can
replace the battery immediately when it starts to
chirp. Removing the battery with the best intentions
of replacing it later, often results in your family not
being protected when the battery is forgotten.
There are special smoke detectors available for
the deaf or hard of hearing. These devices use strobe
lights and vibration when activated.

How long do they last?
All smoke detectors, whether battery powered or
hard wired should be replaced after 10 years. Any
detector, which fails to activate when you press the
test button, should also be replaced.

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
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A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents • Welcoming Its Visitors

2016 Remaining
Holiday Schedule
Pine Grove Borough Offices will be closed
the following days
Thursday & Friday – November 23rd & 24th Thanksgiving
Friday – December 22nd
(Close at Noon) Christmas
Monday – December 25th
Monday – January 1st New Year’s

We wish you and your families a very safe and
happy holiday season and look forward to a
great new year of serving you.
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