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Halloween Parade on Saturday; Trick-or-Treat is Sunday

“Fright Night at the Globe” Haunted House Oct. 28-29
Borough officials are excited and proud to present a line-up of Halloween activities that are sure to
“delight and fright” festive revelers of all ages. Events
kick off this Saturday, Oct. 28 when Minersville’s annual Halloween Parade steps off at 6:30 p.m. Immediately
following the parade, the Carbon Street Scream Team
begins two nights of “Fright Night at the Globe,” the
borough’s annual community Haunted House.
Events continue Sunday, Oct. 29 with Trick-orTreat night from 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday evening will be
the second night of “Fright Night at the Globe” from
approximately 7 to 9:30 p.m.
The rain date for all activities will be Tuesday
October 31.

Saturday parade route detailed
The annual Halloween Parade is hosted by the
Borough but made possible by the strong support of
many area businesses. Registered participants should
begin staging in the visiting parking lot of the football
stadium by 6 p.m. The parade will begin promptly at
6:30 p.m.

Parade spectators are encouraged to line the route
that will depart the football stadium parking lot onto
4th Street and then turn left onto North Street. The
parade will travel east to Front Street where it turns
right and then makes a right turn again onto Sunbury
Street. From here the parade stays on Sunbury Street,
traveling west, to 5th Street where it turns right and
then right again onto North Street. The parade will
end when it reaches 4th Street.

Have a safe Trick-or-Treat

The Minersville Recreation Board will sponsor a Christmas parade on Sunday, Nov. 26,
featuring the arrival of Santa Claus to welcome
the holiday season. Santa’s reindeer will be
resting for their Christmas Eve
trip, but Santa will have other
special transportation for the
event.
The fire truck parade will
begin at 5:30 p.m. Children will be
able to visit with Santa at his South
Fourth Street, Little League Complex,
location from 6 to 7 p.m. The first 100
children will receive a special present
from Santa.

Trick-or-Treat is for youngsters up to 12 years
of age between the hours of 6 and 8 p.m. on Sunday,
Oct. 29. Parents and chaperones can join in the fun,
but please think safety as you plan the costume selection for yourself and your young treat-seekers. Teach
safety when walking the neighborhood and especially
when crossing the street at designated crosswalks
due to motor traffic in the darkness.
Residents are asked to turn on porch lights for the
youngster’s safety and also as a signal they are welcome to ring your bell to receive a treat. Flashlights
and reflective clothing are encouraged.
– Continued on Page 2
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Halloween Events
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Haunted House at the old Globe Hall

Immediately following the parade on Saturday
night about 7 p.m. and then again on Sunday, beginning about 7 p.m., the Carbon Street Scream Team,
in cooperation with the Recreation Committee will
provide a delightfully frightful venue for any and all
brave enough to enter. It all takes place at the once
popular Globe Hall, located on the second floor above
Minersville Borough Hall at 2 East Sunbury St.
Once inside, guests will discover “Fright Night at
the Globe,” a theme featuring classic horror movies.
Police Chief Michael Combs will lead a superb group
of volunteer actors ready and eager to scare and
entertain.
Until last year the Haunted House was provided
as a free event. But as its popularity grew, so did the
need to make improvements. In most cases, those
improvements weren’t free.
“We always seek donations or sponsorships and
we’ve been successful in doing that,” commented recreational chairman Jamie Kuehn. “But it’s a challenge
to sustain those donations on a yearly basis. So, while
also trying to satisfy the concern of standing in long
lines, the borough will also be selling timed-tickets for
the Haunted House this year.”
For a $6 fee and to avoid waiting in line, you may
call or visit the borough office to reserve a timed-ticket – sold in limited quantities for entry at 15 minute
intervals starting at 7:30 p.m. each night. If you don’t
mind waiting in line, general admission tickets will
also be available at the door each night for a $4 fee.
The admission fee is a new concept for the
Haunted House. Kuehn says funds generated from
the event will make improvements possible for future
Halloween events and also help support other scheduled recreational activities such as the Santa Parade
and the Easter Egg hunt.
Those free events to the public are provided at
a cost of about $500 each. The goal is to generate
revenue from the Haunted House so that recreational
activities are self-sufficient.

NOTICE TO BOROUGH RESIDENTS
Minersville Borough will conduct a mail-out
survey of randomly selected residents living in the
Borough. The survey letters are scheduled to mail
the middle of December.
The purpose of the survey is to gauge the
income status of Borough residents. It will only
take a few moments of your time and will be held in
strictest confidence. Those residents receiving the
survey must complete and return the survey in a
timely manner. If required, the Borough will follow
up by performing a door-to-door survey in January
at residences that failed to respond.
If you have any questions, about the survey or
the survey information mailed to your residence,
contact Megan Paul at 570-544-2149.

Minersville Borough Council meets the First and
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m.
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are
open to the public. A Work Session for discussions
and setting of an agenda takes place on the First
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the
Second Tuesday.
2017 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Minersville Borough offices will be closed on the
following days in observance of the stated holidays
– Veterans Day, Nov. 10; Thanksgiving and day after,
Nov. 23 and 24; Christmas, Dec. 22 (half day, close at
11 a.m.) and 25; New Year’s, Dec. 29 (half day, close
at 11 a.m.), Jan. 1, 2018.
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SCORE a
Great Rate with
Riverview Bank!
TIERED PRICING & INTEREST

You’ve Worked Hard to
Save Your Money.

$2,500 to $25,000 .................. .10%APY*

You shouldn’t have to work hard to Bank it, too.

$50,000.00 and above ......... 1.00% APY*

$25,000.01 to $49,999.99 ..... .30%APY*
Top Tier Rate is guaranteed through June 30, 2018

Take a look at our Prestige Money Market

PRESTIGE MONEY MARKET
TOP TIER GUARANTEED RATE

Account–simple, ﬂexible, and ready when
you need it, the Prestige Money Market from
Riverview Bank offers No Minimum Balance
Fees and for a limited time, get a premium rate

%

1.00

APY*

through June 30, 2018.

ON BALANCES OF $50,000 & ABOVE

Don’t Bank Bigger…Bank Better.

RiverviewBankPA.com
Cressona:
57 South Sillyman St.
570.385.1333

Orwigsburg:
100 Hollywood Blvd.
570.366.7790

Pottsville W. Market:
22nd & West Market Sts.
570.622.2632

Trevorton:
450 West Shamokin St.
570.797.3121

Pottsville Park Plaza
308 N. Claude A. Lord Blvd.
570.622.2060

Berks County:
Wyomissing
NEW Temple

*APY: Annual Percentage Yield. Variable tiered-rate product; rates are accurate as of publication date and subject to change at Bank’s discretion.
Top tier rate of 1.00% APY rate is guaranteed through JUNE 30, 2018; thereafter is subject to change at Bank’s discretion. Minimum balance to open and
earn interest is $2,500.00. Offer available to consumers and businesses; no institutional, municipal, or brokered funds. No maintenance fees. Transaction
limitations apply. Limited time offer. Subject to account approval. See Bank Representative for further details.
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Minersville Police Department
Enjoy the Holidays; Protect Your Home and Valuables
Criminals are already aware that homes are filled
with loot – jewelry, televisions, smart phones, computers, etc. – this time of year. Take steps to help
prevent your gifts from being stolen.
The week following Christmas typically
has the heaviest burglary incidence. Often
times homeowners advertise what they have
inside by putting the empty boxes their
gifts came in outside for garbage collection.
Guard against this temptation by breaking
down your boxes into smaller pieces and
putting them in the recycle bin or take
directly to the Borough compost and recycling site for immediate disposal.
When having packages delivered to your
home, make sure someone is there to receive them
or send them to a friend or neighbor who can accept
them. If you need them delivered to your house, and
no one is going to be home, at least have a locked parcel box on your porch so the package can be secured
inside.
Do not leave packages in plain view in your car;
lock them in the trunk.

Precautions for fire safety
December is the No. 1 month for fires caused by
candles. The cozy glow of candles is a great touch for
your holiday decor, but a single unattended candle

REACH
EACH EVERY
EVERY HOUSE
HOUSE
REACH
AGED
T
S
PO DUCE ¢
RE 17.7
TO

IN YOUR
YOUR TARGET
TARGET MARKET
MARKET
IN

could spell disaster.
Check the space around candles and remove any
flammable objects like holiday cards, wrapping paper
or dried-out pine needles before lighting them.
Keep an eye on your guests to make sure no
one bumps into burning candles or accidentally places any flammable items too
close to them.
Christmas tree fires cause an average
of seven deaths, 19 injuries and $17.5 million in damage in this nation each year,
according to the National Fire Protection
Association. To keep the tree from drying
out and becoming kindling, water it daily.
The NFPA also recommends you keep your
tree at least three feet away from heat sources such
as fireplaces or heating vents. Check Christmas lights
for worn cords or loose bulb connections before putting them on the tree and turn the tree lights off each
night before you go to bed.
Don’t run external lights through a window. Those
pretty lights that adorn the exterior of your home
need to be plugged in, right? Just make sure you don’t
run their wires through a window or door leading
inside. That little wedge the wire allows is all a burglar
needs to pry their way in.

Be smart with money and information
Be wary of door-to-door donation seekers. During
the holiday season, you’ll have Christmas carolers
come to your door, as well as people seeking donations for various charitable causes.
Be wary, don’t give out personal information and
don’t give money without properly ascertaining their
credentials.
Watch what you post on social media. Potential
burglars are like hawks on social media. They search
posts seeking information on the types of gifts people
have gotten or when they plan to leave their homes
for Christmas shopping or for vacation.
The information you choose to post online can be
used against you. Take care not to post about valuables that may be in your home under the Christmas
tree or when the house will be empty.

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels
needed. Pay only 17.7 cents each in postage.

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
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DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Holiday schedule
The Minersville Borough offices will be closed
several days during November and the upcoming
Christmas and New Year holidays – closed all day
on Friday, Nov. 10 in observance of Veterans Day on
Saturday, Nov. 11; Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23 and
24, for Thanksgiving; Monday, Dec. 25 in observance
of Christmas; and Monday, Jan. 1 for the New Year
holiday.
In addition, the offices will close early at 11 a.m.
on the two Fridays before Christmas and New Year,
Dec. 22 and Dec. 29.

Free holiday parking
Minersville Borough Council
is pleased once again to allow
free holiday parking for shoppers
at all meter locations throughout
the Borough beginning Friday,
Nov. 24 and extending through
Tuesday, Jan. 2. Please support
your local businesses during this
holiday season.

Trees must be free of ornaments, bags, and stands or
they will not be collected.
Inclement weather may cancel that week’s collection. Trees may also be dropped off at the borough’s
compost site on North Delaware Ave. during compost
hours.

Ashes and yard waste
Double ash collection will take place January and
February only this winter. In addition to the usual
Tuesday collection, a second pickup will take place
each Friday, beginning January 5 through February
23.
The borough’s compost site is located at the
northern end of North Delaware Avenue for depositing of yard waste including grass clippings, leaves,
garden waste and tree trimmings. If compost items
are collected in a plastic bag, the contents should be
emptied at the compost site and the bag taken home
with the resident.
The compost site is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Saturday from 8 a.m. to
noon.

Shovel those walks

Tree collection
Discarded cut Christmas trees will be collected
curbside after the holidays. Pickup will be every
Friday in January – January 5, 12, 19, and 26. Place
trees curbside before 7 a.m. on the designated days.

After a snowfall, PLEASE shovel your sidewalk!
Ordinance 317 requires snow and ice to be cleared
from the sidewalk within 12 hours after the snow has
stopped. In addition, the ordinance prohibits throwing of snow into the street.
– Continued on Page 6

MINERSVILLE PHARMACY – FRONT & SUNBURY STREETS • MINERSVILLE

LITTLE PHARMACY . . . BIG SERVICE!

• Need HELP taking your
medicines correctly?
Ask about our special med
planner exchange service!
• WE TRANSFER your prescription
refills FOR you - NO EFFORT
required on your part!

• FREE DELIVERY throughout the
community
• SUPER SPEEDY, neighborly service
with budget-friendly prices
• Custom-made compounded
medicines for people and PETS

HATE the WAIT?

Get your prescriptions
FAST from our
helpful staff!
–5–
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Borough Services Update . . . and Events
– Continued from Page 5

Frozen pipes?

No reserved parking
We all know the
frustration of having to
spend hours shoveling
out a vehicle in order to
get to work. That frustration skyrockets when
returning home to find
another vehicle occupying that parking space.
Unfortunately, the street
is open to the public and
you cannot reserve the space you worked so hard to
shovel out.

Winter temps threaten water lines
When winter temperatures fall below freezing,
you may need to take action to prevent damage
inside your home. Under extreme frost conditions,
frozen water lines – especially on exterior walls and
in unheated crawl spaces – may occur.
Monitor the temperature of the water coming
from your faucets. If your water temperature reaches
below 40 degrees Fahrenheit, you should immediately
start running a continuous pencil-size stream of cold
water from one faucet. Contact the Minersville Water
Authority office to make officials aware of your water
usage.

If you think you have frozen water lines, here are
some steps to find the problem and get you back into
service.
Identify whether the problem exists throughout
the whole house or in one area. Open the cabinets
beneath any place with a water supply, such as the
kitchen and bathroom sinks, to allow warm air to circulate. If there are small children in the home, remove
any toxic substances first.
Open the cold water faucet nearest the frozen
pipe to relieve the pressure of expanding ice, which
may lead to a burst pipe. If your water lines do freeze,
never try to thaw a line with an open flame or torch.
You can use a hair dryer or portable heater, but
always be careful of the potential for electric shock in
and around standing water.
If you think you may have a frozen water meter,
contact the Minersville Water Authority at 570-5442200. For after-hours emergencies, contact 570-5276165. Be advised, after-hours charges will apply.

Minersville Public Library
The Minersville Public Library at 220 S. Fourth St.
is a community treasure, providing many free services
to residents of all ages in the Borough and surrounding area, including Llewellyn, Branchdale, Forestville,
Primrose, and Phoenix Park.
So much more than merely a depository of books

MAMMOTH MATERIALS
SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

570-544-8245
BANKING IN A
WHOLE NEW LIGHT.

PICK YOUR UR
O
PRICE FROCMKET!
COAL BUl Price)

FROM BUSINESS TO PERSONAL,
MINERS BANK HAS YOU COVERED.

(For Coa

Our locally based team can help streamline your banking and provide
the solutions that ﬁt your ﬁnancial world. Whether you are looking
to make the most of your retirement, obtain a loan quickly or enjoy
seamless mobile banking, we have the comprehensive set of banking
tools you need.

DECORATIVE STONE
TONE
ROCK • MULCH
TOPSOIL
CRUSHED STONE

Member FDIC

 VISIT

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

MIDPENNBANK.COM

1.866.642.7736

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3
Miners’ Journal NOVEMBER 2017

OUR NEW ORWIGSBURG BRANCH

1021 CENTRE TURNPIKE | PA-61 | ORWIGSBURG, PA
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
The Fall Story Time program, ages
3 to 8 years, has just begun. Call to
register your child at 570-544-5196.
On December 2 (and possibly Dec.
9) at 6 p.m., there will be a Cookies &
Canvas program for children 3 to 10
years of age. There is a $5 registration
fee to cover the cost of supplies. Call
570-544-5196 to register your child.
Library hours are Tuesday and
Thursday, noon to 7 p.m.; Wednesday
and Friday, noon to 5 p.m.; Saturday,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The library is closed
Sunday and Monday.

Bill payments
that can be borrowed at no cost, your library provides
computers for internet research and word processing.
It is also a free WiFi location for those who want to
take their own laptop computer or tablet to gain internet and email access.
Watch your mailbox in early November for a brochure from the Minersville Public Library that highlights many of its services. While all of the services
and special programming are free to the public, or at
a nominal fee, operating the library is costly. The brochure is also the library’s annual fundraising appeal.
Please consider a donation in whatever amount you
feel able and mail a check right away.

Minersville Borough, Water, and Sewer departments have added two other options for bill payment
– online payment and direct withdrawal.
Please understand, these are optional ways to
pay. You may continue to pay by cash, check or
money order payments at our office Monday through
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.; or mail payments to our office at 2 E. Sunbury
Street, Minersville.
You will now be able to pay online by credit/debit
card or by e-check. There are separate fees associated
with this option that would be added to the pay– Continued on Page 8

Mobile banking on your smartphone!
Deposit your checks by snapping a photo with your phone!!!

www.gratzbank.com
–7–
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Borough Services Update . . . and Events
– Continued from Page 7
ment. To make the payments online you will need the
account and pin number.
If you have multiple accounts you will have a separate pin number for each account. Should you lose
your pin number, contact the Borough office to send a
letter to your billing address with the pin number. Pin
numbers will not be given out over the phone.
Direct withdrawal payments will be taken from
the bank account on the billing due date. Questions
regarding the new payment options? Contact the
Borough office at 570-544-2149.

House checks
If on vacation or away from your residence for an
extended time, the Minersville Police Department provides house checks to residents. Officers will check
the exterior of the dwelling for suspicious activity as
time permits. House check forms may be obtained at
the police station. Information will not be taken over
the telephone for security reasons.

Housing Rehabilitation Program
The Minersville Borough Housing Rehabilitation
Program is designed to encourage low/moderate
income, owner-occupants to restore their homes to
a decent, safe and sanitary condition. Eligible homeowners will receive financial assistance to help restore
their homes in conformity with established minimum

FAMILY SIZE GROSS INCOME LIMITS
1 person
$32,900
2 people
$37,600
3 people
$42,300
4 people
$46,950
5 people
$50,750
6 people
$54,500
7 people
$58,250
8 people
$62,000
housing rehabilitation standards.
That assistance will be in the form of a conditional grant/non-interest bearing loan that would be
forgiven at a rate of 20% per annum over a period of
five years.
Should ownership of the property change hands
or the property owner change his/her principal residence during this five-year period, the unforgiven balance of the loan must be repaid to the Borough. This
provision is made to prevent speculative profit from
the program.
Homeowners can obtain a “Housing Rehabilitation
Application” at the Minersville Borough building.
Complete and return the application in order to be
placed on the housing rehabilitation list.

DONALD J. BUTLER

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

FUNERAL HOME
328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

www.TheArtsBarn.com
570-366-8736 or check us out on Facebook

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

NEW ART, NEW ARTISTS, NEW HOURS

570-544-6775

NEW HOURS – Starting November 1st:
Wed.-Sun. – 10-5; Fri. Evenings until 8 p.m.

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Spirit of the Holidays Art Tour
December 1, 2 and 3
FALL / WINTER CLASSES
for Adults & Kids
FREE GIFT WRAPPING • GIFT CERTIFICATES
COFFEE POT IS ALWAYS ON

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com
Miners’ Journal NOVEMBER 2017
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Borough Services Update . . . and Events
The charted income limits shown on page 8 represent income by family size for the area as reported by
the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) department as of June 15, 2017. The Borough Council will
revise these limits whenever HUD adjusts the Section
8 low/moderate income for Schuylkill County.
Annual income is the gross amount of money that
all adult household members are expected to bring
in during the coming 12 months in accordance to
“Annual Income Directive Number 5.609”.
Additional requirements are:
• The unit to be rehabilitated must be owned and
occupied by the applicant.
Real
estate taxes as well as other municipal taxes
•
and fees on the property to be rehabilitated must
be paid up-to-date.
• The owner shall provide evidence of property
insurance.
The program will follow HUD regulations 24 CFR
570.605 and the Flood Disaster Protection Act of
1973.

Nondiscrimination policy
Minersville Borough does not discriminate on
the basis of handicapped status in the admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally
assisted programs or activities.
The acting chairman of the Personnel Committee

has been designated to coordinate compliance with
the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the
HUD regulations implementing section 504 (24 CFR
Part 8, dated June 2, 1988).
For additional information contact the Borough
Office: Minersville Borough; 2 East Sunbury Street;
Minersville, PA 17951; 570-544-2149.

Attention contractors
Minersville Borough maintains a list of contractors for this Housing Rehabiliation
Program
funded
with
Community
Development Block Grant and HUD
HOME Investment Partnership
Program funding. Interested
contractors can obtain eligibility requirements and
an application by contacting the Borough’s Grant
Consultant at 570-875-7320.
Minority and woman-owned
businesses will be afforded
full opportunity to bid on
contract work. Applicants
will not be discriminated
against on the basis of
race, color, religion, handicap or disability, ancestry, national origin, age, sex, or
familial status.

Newsletter Particulars

Rushanan &
DeStefano

“Miners’ Journal” is a quarterly newsletter of the
Borough of Minersville distributed to 2,900 households within the borough.
Newsletter articles are compiled by Councilman Jamie Kuehn. This newsletter is designed and
printed by South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Publication date for the next three issues are:
February 2, May 4, and August 3, 2018

REAL ESTATE
EILEEN DESTEFANO
Broker • Appraiser

“FOR ALL YOUR LISTING
AND SELLING NEEDS . . .
. . . We Specialize in Estate Appraisals”

News Submittals

Nonprofit and community organizations within
the borough are invited to submit news items for
consideration. Written submittals must be received
at the borough office three weeks prior to the publication date. Simply E-mail info to minersnewsletter
@hotmail.com or call 570-544-2149.

• 36 Years of Combined Experience
• Sales & Appraisals
• Multi List Service
• Free Market Analysis
• After Hour Service

Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Minersville are invited to advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing for more information. Call Barb @
570-385-3120. All advertisements must be received
at least three weeks prior to the publication dates.
Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance
by the Borough of Minersville.

570-544-9520
Conveniently Located at 40 Kings Plaza
Pottsville-Minersville Highway
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Minersville Recycles! Here’s How!
All recyclable materials must be in recycling containers and placed curbside for pickup.

The Borough will collect on the following schedule:

North Side South Side
November
1 & 15
8 & 22
December
6 & 20
13 & 27

2017

A few reminders:
1) Borough residents should be recycling all #1
and #2 plastics. If you are new to recycling (and
we hope that’s very few of you), all plastics are
labeled with the triangular recycling
symbol somewhere on the container.
Inside this symbol is a number.
Plastic #1 and #2 are recycled by
the Borough of Minersville. DO
NOT throw all plastics in your
recyclable bin. Plastic #3 through
#7 can contaminate the collection
and should be discarded or delivered to a county site.
2) All glass containers are recyclable. Broken glass,
windows, etc. should not be placed in the recycling containers.
3) Tin and aluminum cans can be cleaned and
placed in the recycling bin.
4) Newspapers should be tied in bundles or placed
in paper bags. Please DO NOT place newspapers
curbside in a plastic bag.
Additionally, grass clippings, leaves, garden/yard
waste and tree limbs can be delivered to the compost
site on North Delaware Avenue. Newspaper, maga-

2018
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

PA Pre K Counts Guidelines
Family
Annual Gross
Size
Income

4th Generation – Since 1926

Home Heating Oil
Kerosene • Off-Road Diesel
www.reedyoil.com

570-544-2076

The ABC’s of Our Company:
A – Automatic Deliveries
B – Budget Payment Plans
C – Call-In Customers Always Welcome
D – Dependable Service
E – Energy Assist. (LIHEAP) Participant
F – Fast & Friendly Service . . .

570-544-8959 ext. 212

or you can see more about Child Development, Inc.
preschool programs by visiting our website at
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Call Child Development, Inc. today for more
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www.childdevelop.org

17
21
21
18
16
20
18
15
19
17
21
19

zines, office paper and bundled cardboard may be
dropped off at the recycling dumpster adjacent to the
compost site.

Quality Preschool
Education. Call
for openings now
and for 2018-2019
school years.

Proud member of the Schuylkill United Way
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Remember, recycling works!

FREE

Ready for school and a lifetime of learning
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Proud Member of
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
Last Year’s Lady Miners Only the Latest in Long Line of Winners

“Fab Five” Boys’ Team Remembered as Possibly the Best
Although the 2016-17 MAHS girls’ basketball team was the first to lay claim to a state
championship in the sport, it was several
boys’ teams from more than 60 years ago
that started to collect championship hardware on the hardwood. The following article
revisits some of that early success …

1953 Miners capture championship
Minersville High School captured its first
basketball championship in school history in
1953 when the Miners finished with a strong
third place in the league and made the South
Schuylkill League Shaughnessy Playoffs. In
the semi-finals, Minersville pulled off a tremendous
upset over a highly favored Pine Grove team by a
score of 65-61 and followed that with a 72-54 victory
over Cressona in the final at the Pottsville High School
“Palestra” before a crowd of 1,700 spectators.
That team was coached by Pat Droskinis, who
used the two platoon system of players on the team
from Minersville and Branch Township. The team consisted of eight seniors – Stan Lesky, Jim Maselli, Lewis
Price, George Shellick, Don Houser, Herm Huntzinger,
Bob Doyle, and Francis King – along with junior

1953 MINERSVILLE VARSITY TEAM
player Al Quinn. The following year, Quinn became
Minersville’s first 1000 point scorer, ending his career
with 1220 points.

Golden decade was the 1960s
Following that initial success, the Miners had only
three winning seasons the rest of the decade, but the
advent of the 1960s may have produced some of the
finest boys basketball in Minersville school history.
Up to that point Minersville had always been noted
for its battlin’ football teams, but few spoke of the
– Continued on Page 12

I do need a
little help,
but I’m not
helpless.
We understand municipal systems
and the people who operate them
non-stop to serve their communities. We are part of many of those
communities, relying on them.

Contact us to learn how Providence Place
can provide the support you need to live a
more active and independent life!

Providence Place

water | wastewater

S E N I O R L I V I N G
www.Providence-Place.com
570-628-6950
570-345-4999

municipal | environmental

Pottsville
Lititz || Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh||State
StateCollege
College
Pottsville||Reading
Reading | Mountaintop || Lititz

2200 1st Avenue, Pottsville
24 Hikes Hollow Rd, Pine Grove

800.825.1372
entecheng.com
800.825.1372 | entecheng.com
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
ments of the Champs of 1963. Most
notably, the 1965-66 team had talent;
had desire; had character; and were
soon dubbed “The Fabulous Five.”

League champs in 1965

1963 MINERSVILLE VARSITY TEAM
– Continued from Page 11
school’s prowess on the basketball court.
By 1963 that began to change under first year
coach Thomas Fitzpatrick. The Miners made school
history by going undefeated in the South Schuylkill
League, winning the Shaughnessy playoffs, and then
advancing to the PIAA playoffs. The team was built
around four seniors – Ed Cake, Jim Kimmel, Vic
Genovese and Bill Gudelunas (a 1000 point scorer) –
plus one junior, Joe Zelinsky.
Basketball fever became contagious. Over the next
few years the teams began to surpass the accomplish-

The season prior to the famous
“Fab Five”, 1964-65, the team of Bill
Murphy, Dave Homa, Russ Rothermel,
Noble Quandel, and Bob Mashack, compiled a league record of 11-4 and an
overall record of 13-9. They made the
league playoffs and beat an excellent
Pine Grove team 66-65 in the semifinals
when Russ Rothermel converted two
free throws with no time left on the
clock for the win. They then beat TriValley in the final 65-55 to win the South Schuylkill
League Championship which to-date remains the only
league championship in boys’ history.
The District XI elimination game pitted the Miners
against a heavily-favored Shenandoah team that beat
the Miners in two exhibition games by scores of 10755 and 92-60. This game would be different! The
Blue Devils were ahead throughout the game, but the
Battlin’ Miners would not give up and threatened to
overcome the deficit more than once. With the score
49-43 midway through the final quarter, the Miners
narrowed the gap to five points, 54-49. The Blue

Providing Year Round Comfort

Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.
Mark J. Mahal Supervisor
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“Serving families like family”

570-544-5111

CALL US AT 570-366-1275

www.mahal-ritzel.com
mark@mahal-ritzel.com

WWW.HBSTEELE.COM
17 Municipal Road • PO Box 375 • Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • PA9761
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
Devils eked out the win 64-57, and the 1964-65 season came to an end for Minersville.

Non-league affiliated, Miners were best
The South and North combined to form the
Schuylkill League for the 1965-66 season, but
Minersville along with two other schools were denied
entrance until the following year.
The Battlin’ Miners, coached by veteran Tom
Fitzpatrick, went all out as an independent power
to capture various team and individual honors. As
a team, Minersville ranked as the only undefeated
squad in the district and was the first to achieve such

Coaches (l to r) Thomas Fitzpatrick, Walter Miscavage, and Kenneth Schneck

an honor in the history of the school. At the close of
the regular season, the squad held the highest offensive average in the county.
Bill Murphy, who was a 1000 point scorer, Russ
Rothermel, and Dave Homa were all nominated
for All-State honors. The other two starters, John
Hudec and Jerry Willinsky made their presence felt
throughout the season. Along with Fitzpatrick, Walter
Miscavage and Ken Schneck were also on the coaching staff.
The Miners started with a 61-58 squeaker over
Ashland and then beat the defending District XI
Champions, Shenandoah, 85-73. Next came Panther
Valley with the Miners prevailing 75-64. The two
games following were both against Tri-Valley, won by
the Miners by scores of 80-61 and 102-58. The second
game was “Bill Murphy Day” in Minersville as Bill set a
school record, scoring 51 points.
Victory No. 6 was a 67-42 win against Blue
Mountain. The Miners then faced a very good St. Clair
team and built an early 11-0 lead and a 38-27 halftime margin. But St. Clair tied the score at 57 with
only three minutes remaining in the final quarter. The
Miners surged ahead and held on to win 70-67.
Shenandoah was in town next as the Battlin’
Miners proved it had the best team in the county by
handing defeat to a very tall Shenandoah team, 73-70,
displaying a fine brand of teamwork in a nip and tuck
contest.
– Continued on Page 14

Franco Madaffari
PT, DPT, ATC, COMT

870 Gordon Nagle Trail, Suite 100
Pottsville, PA 17901

570-399-5331

Call us today!

Robert Dusel Jr.
PT, MSPT, BS

705 West Market Street, Suite 10
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-968-2131

Schuylkill Dental Medicine

VOTED BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY
2 YEARS IN A ROW

Mahala Durai, DDS | 42 E. Sunbury St.
Minersville | 570.544.4785 | www.schuylkilldental.com
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
dubbed “The Fabulous Five.”
Frackville was the next
opponent to fall as the Miners
romped to a 101-61 victory and
the Miners executed a spectacular come-from-behind effort to
edge Mt. Carmel, 80-78, for win
number 12.
Up next, Tremont fell twice
to the “Fab Five” in back-to-back
games, 93-71 and 96-66, and
Blue Mountain was win number 15 by a 70-52 score. The
undefeated Miners romped to a
99-60 win over Frackville with a
dramatic 67-point scoring exhibition in the second half.
Pine Grove joined the growing list of victims by a 66-57
1965-66 Battlin’ Miners and the Fab Five – front row from left, Jack
score; the “Fab Five’” logged
McDonald, John Hudec, Billy Houser, Jack Brennan, and Russ Gavalis;
another triumph as they overback, Coach Thomas Fitzpatrick, Dave Homa, Russ Rothermel, Jerry
whelmed Schuylkill Haven, 101Willinsky, Bill Murphy, Dean Milbrandt, Al Marazas, and Frank Cola.
60, and continued cracking the
– Continued from Page 13
century mark – defeating Pine Grove and Schuylkill
Haven again 102-64 and 107-78, respectively.
The Battlin’ Miners cleared a major hurdle in
The final game of the regular season was at
quest of an undefeated season as they turned back a
Ringtown with the Miners triumphing 51-37 to give
very good Shamokin team in a close contest, 83-80. A
Minersville its first undefeated basketball squad in
decisive 80-65 victory over Ashland ran the Miners’
the school’s history!
win streak to 10 and the dominant starting lineup was

TWO GREAT CONCERTS
for the Holiday Season
Sun., Nov. 5 – 3 p.m.

R&J TOURS – 2017 HAPPENINGS

Gabriel Youth Orchestra – Holiday Concert

Call For Dates – New York City ............................................................................ $40
Nov 4 – Peddlers Village Apple Festival, Bucks County ....................................... $32
Nov 5 – King of Prussia Mall............................................................................... $31
Nov 11 – Legoland, Plymouth Meeting.............................................................. $35
Nov 11 – Philadelphia Mills Mall........................................................................ $32
Call For Dates – Radio City Music Hall..................................................................call
Nov 23 – Macy’s Parade, NYC ............................................................................. $40
Nov 25 – Medieval Times ................................................................................. *$82
Nov 26 – Longwood Gardens Christmas ........................................................... *$55
Nov 29 – PA Opry-A Country Gospel Christmas .................................................. $92
Nov 30 – Irving Berlin’s White Christmas @ Dutch Apple.................................. *$81
Nov 30 – Smoky Mountain Christmas Show – Caesars, AC ................................. $70
Dec 2 – Gourmet Food Shopping, NYC................................................................ $41
Dec 5 – Mt. Airy-The Coasters Christmas ............................................................ $63
Dec 6 – 2017 Christmas Show @ AMT .............................................................. *$90
Dec 9 – Christmas in Cape May ........................................................................ $148
Dec 13 – Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas @ Rainbow Theatre ........................ $74
Dec 28 – A Ghost Tale for Mr. Dickens @ Dutch Apple ......................................... $42
*Child Rates Available
OVERNIGHTS
Nov 5-7 – Bally’s Casino ......................................................................$161 p/p DBL
Nov 12-14 – Foxwoods .......................................................................$257 p/p DBL
Dec 4-9 – Blue Christmas & Galt House Christmas ............................$1249 p/p DBL
Dec 6-7 – Dover Downs.......................................................................$121 p/p DBL
Dec 9-17 – Classic Christmas Markets ...............................................$3199 p/p DBL
Dec 10-12 – Oglebay Festival of Lights ...............................................$479 p/p DBL

Under the direction of Matthew A. Tenaglia

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

Jerusalem Lutheran Church
252 Dock St., Sch. Haven
Music for strings by Debussy,
Kodaly and Schubert.
Simon Maurer
Violin
Agnés Maurer
Viola
Geral Hieser
Cello

Guest Artists

Dana Weiderhold

Jésus Morales

Violin

Cello

Tickets: Adult $20 • Seniors $15 • Students free

Sunday, Dec. 17 – 3 p.m.
D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium • Pottsville Area Middle School
Bring the family! General admission $5

TOURS

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

www.rjtours.com

P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • 570-943-2558
www.gabrielensemble.org
Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
gce@gabrielensemble.org
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P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

Gabriel Youth Orchestra
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
That record stood alone until 2016-17, when the
Lady Miners girls’ basketball team compiled a 31-0
overall record and captured the school’s first State
Championship in basketball.
The District XI Class B Semifinal game was a
rematch with Saint Clair at Blue Mountain High
School. Before a crowd of some 1800 fans, this special
season would come to an unexpected end when the
Saints claimed a 74-70 victory.
The “Fab Five” had a tremendous season; they set
a high standard for all future teams; and are still considered as one of the best teams to ever play at MAHS!

A reunion of sorts for “The Fab Five”

Billy Wilson, a former Philadelphia Phillies pitcher
also played on the team for a short while. Jack Koval
was the team’s official scorekeeper.
As a Rec League team, every player did not make
all the games for various reasons. The line up could
be different each game, but Sean’s Miners had plenty
of talent, proving it on the court. Many outstanding
former high school players from around the county
played on teams in the league – the Miners being one
of, if not the, best. Over a four to five year period of
playing in the Pottsville Rec League, Sean’s Miners put
together a winning streak of 103 consecutive games!
– Continued on Page 16

A few years later, members of the “Fab Five”
re-united to continue their previous success entering a team in the Pottsville Recreation League with
games being played at the Armory Building (now the
Pottsville YMCA).
The players assembled under the name Sean’s
Miners sponsored by Mike Cooper and named for his
son, Sean. The team, coached by Jerry Mealey, included players Bill Murphy, Russ Rothermel, Steve Sitkus,
Craig Duffy, Dave Homa, Mike Homa, Greg Tracey, Jerry
Willinsky, Jim Kimmel, Rich Fedoriska, Pete Rightus,
Dick Sukeena, Fuzzy Kostichak, Bob Marshall, Robert
Stabingas, Jack Murphy, Jack McDonald, Joe Willinsky,
Rich Antonelli, Jack Mickey, Tom Schoffstal, and Bob
Williams.

Buying or Selling A Home?
Call Your Hometown Realtor

HOLDEN REALTY, INC.
Joseph J. Post, GRI
Broker/Appraiser

Office: 570-429-2116
Home: 570-544-2914
E-mail: JoPost@comcast.net

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120 • printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Business Cards • Letterheads
CHOSEN BEST
Envelopes • Brochures
PRINTER IN
Carbonless Forms • Tickets
Posters • Flyers • Catalogs
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
ANYTHING PRINTED

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon. thru Thurs.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Friday

1

#

(By Our Customers)

NOVEMBER

15% OFF any
FULL COLOR
Placed 11/1/17 thru 11/30/17

Business Card, Postcard,
Brochure, Flyer Order Placed in Nov.
With this coupon. Limit one discount per customer. Expires 11/30/17

DECEMBER

JANUARY

10% OFF 15% OFF

ANY
PRINT ORDER ANY
PRINT ORDER
Placed 12/1/17 thru 12/31/17
Placed 1/1/18 thru 1/31/18
New or Loyal Customers.
With this coupon. Limit one discount per customer. Expires 12/31/17
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With this coupon. Limit one discount per customer.

Expires 1/31/18
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Minersville Basketball – Winning Tradition
103 consecutive winning streak
is considered as a local modern
day record.
Fame also came to Coach
Thomas Fitzpatrick. Fitz led
the Battlin’ Miners from 196368 to four consecutive League
playoff appearances and two
League championships.
In 1970 a new high school
was being built and by the
spring of 1972 students were
moved into the facility. On Nov.
28, 1972 the first basketball
game was played in the new
gymnasium. The Miners defeated its first opponent, Schuylkill
Haven, by a score of 57-49.
Members of Sean’s Miners included, front from left, Steve Sitkus, Russ
Prior to the start of that game
Rothermel, Dave Homa, Craig Duffy (holding Sean Cooper), Fuzzy Kosthe Minersville Area School
tichak, Jack McDonald, and Bill Murphy; back, Joe Willinsky, Mike Homa,
District immortalized Coach
sponsor Mike Cooper, president of the League Bob Davis, Coach Jerry
Thomas Fitzpatrick by naming
Mealey, Jack Murphy, Sam MacCready, and scorekeeper Jack Koval.
the gym is his honor.
The
Minersville
Boys’
Basketball team has had
– Continued from Page 15
much success over the years, making the playoffs
Ringer brought in to defeat Miners
numerous times; winning its first district title in 1981;
You can imagine teams were anxious to beat the
and winning three more District Championships since
Miners, as evidenced by one game against the Ferhat’s
– the last one coming in 2016. The Miners continue to
Angels. A former professional, ABA player Ron Travis,
produce a competitive team year after year, but let us
was brought in to play for Ferhat’s. The Armory was
not forget the players, the teams and the coaches that
packed to capacity when the doors had to be closed
started on that path of success.
leaving other spectators outdoors. Undaunted, Sean’s
Story compiled by Jerry Sitkus with contriMiners answered the test with a victory.
butions from Vic Genovese, Bill Murphy, Jerry
The team had its share of easy wins as well as
Mealey, and info taken from the Minersville
some very hard fought close ones. The mark of a true
Area School yearbooks. Photos provided by Jerry
champion is to win the close games and Sean’s Miners
Sitkus, Vic Genovese, and the Minersville Area
did just that. At the time, and maybe even now, this
School yearbooks.
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