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Borough Departments and Utilities At Work

Upgrades, Bridge Replacement Signal Our Progress
Electric upgrades boost reliability
A major substation upgrade and main electric
transmission line project will be started and completed this year. The substation upgrades will piggyback
off the 2016 circuit breaker
upgrades, providing improvements and reliability of the
substation.
The new main transmission line will not only
improve reliability within our
electric distribution system
but, just as importantly, will
provide flexibility to switch
electric lines in the event of
Scott Graver
an emergency. The ability to
Borough Admin.
safely switch lines in a crisis
situation has a direct impact on how many people
would be affected and how long power outages would
occur. In 2016-2017 the borough will have invested
over $500,000 in electric upgrades to the distribution
system.

New roof for sewage treatment plant
This year the Borough will be replacing the main
roof section at the Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP) on the south end of St. Charles St. Although
a grant application was submitted to DCED, we were

SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS
Mon., May 29 – Memorial Day parade, service on
Parkway; Lions Club pancake breakfast.
Tues., June 13 – Senior Appreciation Picnic, Island
Park pavilion, 4 to 8 p.m. Free food and activities for
residents, 50 years of age and over.
Sun., June 25 – Island Park Car Cruise-In & Show, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.
Saturday, July 8 – Safety Night Out & Fireworks, Island
Park, beginning at 4 p.m.
Sat., July 29 – Haven Night at the Philadelphia Phillies;
bus trip and baseball game, Phillies vs. Atlanta
Braves; ticket purchase deadline is June 30.

unable to secure grant funds for the project. Funds
were, however, included in the 2017 general budget.
The plant was built in 1956, the first or one of
the first to operate in Schuylkill County. Many of
the mechanics and electronic functions of the plant
are quite dated. Continued maintenance and annual
upgrades keeps the plant effectively treating sanitary
sewage prior to discharge into the Schuylkill River.
A multi-year effort to increase energy efficiency at
the WWTP has produced positive results, achieving a
10% reduction last year in total electric usage over any
preceding one year period in the past 10 years.

You Can Help Build the
Island Recreation Park
See Page 5
Energy efficiency at Tumbling Run
Similar energy-use reduction has also been
achieved at the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) at
Tumbling Run reservoir last year. A 14% energy usage
drop was noted for 2016.
There are many factors that contribute to energy
usage, some beyond the Borough’s control. But, its
quite apparent our continued efforts at both plants
are a step in the right direction. Although we can put
many physical controls in place, ultimately much of
the electric usage can only be controlled by our plant
operators’ pro-active stance towards energy conservation.
– Continued on Page 2
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From the Desk of the Borough Administrator
is quite pleased how well the project handled this significant rainfall event.

– Continued from Page 1

Snow removal was second to none
Once again the Borough crews were tested with
a monster of a March snowstorm. As
is always the case, all departments
contributed manpower and resources
to the massive response to the snowstorm event.
I guess I say this after every big
snowstorm, but I wouldn’t say it if it
wasn’t true – our snow removal effort
was second to none in the county.
While other communities cited their
slow response was due to lack of state financial assistance, Schuylkill Haven on the other hand took the
bull by the horns and did what was necessary and
what was in the best interest of the community.
The highway department continues its multiyear endeavor to upgrade storm inlets/storm collection systems throughout the Borough. Last year’s
Cleveland Street storm replacement project was fully
tested by last month’s deluge on April 6. This was a
significant rain event by any measure.
In the past, storms of this magnitude would
have surely flooded the street. The project exceeded
all expectations as absolutely no street flooding
occurred. Given the facts that Cleveland Street is
located in the Flood Zone, runs parallel to Stoyer’s
Dam, and has a history of street flooding, the Borough

Recreation abounds inside and out
With the arrival of the spring season the Recreation Department is in full
swing once again. The Island Recreational
Complex is bursting at the seams with
organized sport activities and the
Neighborhood/Senior Center offers many
activities for young and old Monday
through Friday.

Columbia St. bridge replacement
It seems we are always in the right place at the
right time to partner with PennDOT on significant
projects. The Route 61 Widening Project involved
many years of study and design and just as many
years of actual construction. Initial paperwork dated
back to 2010. Final closeout was completed this past
March.
Earlier this year we completed our portion of
the PennDOT Wilder Street Reconstruction Project
in Cressona. Our assignment was to complete the
replacement of a new waterline. Borough crews completed the project in the month of February without
any interruption of service.
Well, here we go again! On the same day the final
closeout paperwork was completed on the Route 61
– Continued on Page 4

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAYͳFRIDAY
7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
SATURDAY:
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SUNDAY:
CLOSED

Get Your Flea
and Tick
Prevention
HERE!

725 W. Market St.
Orwigsburg

570-366-4984
GROOMING BOUTIQUE STAY & PLAY

www.PawPrintsPetSalon.com

NEW MOBILE PET SALON
Let our certified groomer come to you
Haven Highlights MAY 2017
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Take a closer look at the Prestige Money Market

TIERED PRICING & INTEREST
$2,500 to $25,000 ............... .10%APY*
$25,000.01 to $49,999.99... .30%APY*
$50,000.00 and above ...... 1.00% APY*

Account from Riverview Bank. Simple, ﬂexible,
and ready when you need it, the Prestige Money
Market offers No Minimum Balance Fees and for

Top Tier Rate is guaranteed through December 31, 2017

a limited time, get a premium ﬁxed rate through

PRESTIGE MONEY MARKET
TOP TIER GUARANTEED RATE

December 31, 2017.

%

1.00

APY*

Don’t Bank Bigger…Bank Better.

ON BALANCES OF $50,000 & ABOVE

RiverviewBankPA.com
Cressona:
57 South Sillyman St.
570.385.1333

Orwigsburg:
100 Hollywood Blvd.
570.366.7790

Pottsville West Market:
22nd & West Market Sts.
570.622.2632

Pottsville Park Plaza
308 N. Claude A. Lord Blvd.
570.622.2060

*APY: Annual Percentage Yield. Variable, tiered-rate product; rates are accurate as of publication date and subject to change at Bank’s discretion. Top tier rate of 1.00% APY rate is guaranteed through DECEMBER 31, 2017; thereafter is subject to change at Bank’s discretion. Minimum
balance to open and earn interest is $2,500.00. Offer available to consumers and businesses; no institutional, municipal, or brokered funds. No
maintenance fees. Transaction limitations apply. Limited time offer. Subject to account approval. See Bank Representative for further details.
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Borough Administrator

Newsletter Particulars

“Haven Highlights” is a quarterly newsletter
of the Borough of Schuylkill Haven distributed to
2,900 households within the borough.
The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Publication dates for the next 3 issues are

August 18, November 10, 2017 and February 16, 2018

News Submittals

Nonprofit and community organizations within the Borough are invited to submit news items
for consideration. Written submittals must be received by Kathy Killian in the Borough Offices, secretary@schuylkillhaven.org or call 570-385-2841
for info, four weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Schuylkill Haven are invited to
advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing for more information by
calling Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements
must be received at least three weeks prior to
the publication dates. Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance by the Borough of Schuylkill Haven.
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– Continued from Page 2
Widening, the Borough received its first correspondence on the Columbia Street Bridge Replacement
Project. With a start date of 2021, it’s apparent that
many years of study and design will go into this project prior to actual construction. I’ve spoken with several residents in a one block area of the bridge who
have also received correspondence from PennDOT
and have recently seen a survey team in the area of
the bridge.
– Scott Graver, Borough Administrator
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Schuylkill Haven Island Park 2017 Fundraising Appeal
The Schuylkill Haven Island Committee is conducting its Annual Fundraising Appeal to continue the development
of Schuylkill Haven Island Park into an outstanding natural, recreational and cultural facility not only for Schuylkill
Haven, but the entire Schuylkill County Region.
Thousands of people are benefitting from the following activities on the Island:
T-Ball
Little League Travel Baseball
NFL Flag Football
Cruise-In & Car Show
Soccer
Schuylkill River Sojourn
Softball
Island Park Festival
Safety Night Out and 4th of July Fireworks

Kick Ball
Fishing
Biking
Canoeing
Jogging
Pumpkin Patch
Senior Citizen Appreciation Night

With your financial support these activities will continue, while opening other opportunities to serve more people in
the years to come.
With the help of local residents and businesses, over the last eleven years we’ve completed the following:
Soccer Field with electric scoreboard, 2 Softball/Youth baseball fields, Spacious Pavilion with lights, Renovations
to the Concession Stand, Rehabilitating the Walking Trail, and Erecting a Memorial honoring the residents of the
former Irish Flats, which also proudly displays our US. flag, State flag and Borough flag.

Flag Football

Memorial honoring the residents
of the former Irish flats

Walking Trail

Schuylkill River Sojourn

With your help, we have accomplished much, but there is still much more to be done.
Your continued help, will enable us to complete the following:
• Walking Bridge to downtown Schuylkill Haven • Event Stage (in the planning process)
• Press Box and other enhancements to the Softball/Youth Baseball fields

Every dollar received moves us closer to turning a dream into a reality for future generations to enjoy.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Schuylkill Haven Island Project Fundraising Appeal
❑ I am pleased to support Schuylkill Haven’s Island Project Fundraising Appeal with a gift of $
❑ My pledge will be paid in 2017.
❑ I will spread my pledge over 3 years – 2017

2018

2019

❑ Enclosed is my check made payable to: SCHUYLKILL HAVEN ISLAND COMMITTEE, INC.
Please drop off this form at the Schuylkill Haven Borough Hall or mail it to:
SCHUYLKILL HAVEN ISLAND COMMITTEE, INC. - 333 Center Ave., Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
(Envelope Enclosed)
Name
Company or Organization Name if Applicable
Address

Phone

Your Pledge Is Tax Deductible. Schuylkill Haven Island Committee, Inc. Is A 501-C3 Non-Profit Organization
Haven Highlights MAY 2017
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Summer Recreation Dept. events
Schuylkill Haven’s Recreation Department posts
coming activities, events, and registrations on its website, Facebook and Twitter … www.havenrec.com;
www.facebook.com/havenrec; and @havenrec. Its
office is located in the Senior Citizen & Neighborhood
Recreation Center, 340 Haven Street or call for information at 570-385-1313.
New Summer Camp – A supervised program
at both Island Recreation Park and Bubeck Park
replaces summer multi-playground
programs. The new summer
camps – operating from
June 12 through August 4
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – are
open to all children having completed kindergarten through 5th grade and
living within the Schuylkill
Haven Area School District
at a cost of $40 for the eight
weeks (equivalent to $1 per day). Non-residents will
be taken if space is available at a cost of $100 for the
program.
Track & Field Camp – Once again the Recreation
Department and the high school track team/boosters
have teamed to bring Schuylkill Haven Area School
District residents a Track & Field Camp, training
youngsters in track and field fundamentals. The camp

Haven Highlights MAY 2017

will be held June 5 thru 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Rotary Field complex for future track stars who have
completed kindergarten through eighth grade. A $25
registration fee includes a shirt and the camp.
Wildlife Day Camp – “Porcupine Pat” McKinney
will lead this 3-day camp at Island Recreation Park
August 14-16. Geared for youngsters leaving first
through third grade and living in the Schuylkill Haven
Area School District, it will feature hikes, crafts, and
learning of the surrounding forest and fields.
Soccer sign-ups – A boys and girls non-traveling
soccer league begins play in September for ages three
through eight years old. Sign-ups will begin online in
mid-June.

Take a hike! Get out and walk
Healthy Schuylkill Haven has already kicked off
this year’s walking challenge program called “Walk
Haven!” But, it’s never too late to be part of this
healthy activity. Participants are asked to keep a
log of daily walks tallying exercise miles from now through the
town’s Borough Day celebration
on Saturday, Sept. 30.
Walking log sheets and additional information are available at
the Schuylkill Haven Senior Citizen
and Neighborhood Recreation
Center, 340 Haven St., and at the
– Continued on Page 8
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Auto

Home

Business

Life

Retirement

Here for you in
Orwigsburg.
SERVING ORWIGSBURG, PA

At ANTHONY MERCADO AGENCY, LLC, we have a long
history of doing what’s right. That includes a tradition of
personal attention, and being right here in Orwigsburg to help
you protect what’s most important.

Anthony Mercado
ANTHONY MERCADO AGENCY, LLC
570-366-2368
mercada3@nationwide.com
www.anthonymercadoagency.com

Call for a free quote today.
Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide is On Your Side, and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2017 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0784AO (04/17)
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 6
Schuylkill Haven Free Public Library.
Healthy Haven is one of the Healthy Schuylkill
Communities facilitated by Schuylkill County’s VISION
and is supported by several organizations. Call 570622-6097 for additional information.

Tree City USA for 23 years
Schuylkill Haven Borough was once again spotlighted for its continued dedication to the ideals
of the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree
City USA program. Steven Ziegler,
district fire forester with the
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, presented a
new flag and other notorieties
commemorating the Borough’s
23nd year.
Councilman Jerry Bowman
received the items on behalf of
the Borough during an Earth Day tree planting at the
Willow Street playground.

Fireworks to explode on July 8
Enjoy music, games, great food, informative displays, fun, and probably the best fireworks show
in the region Sat., July 8 at Island Recreation Park.
Combining two events from past years into one, the
Borough, local businesses, and individuals will spon-

sor Safety Night Out and Fireworks, featuring free
admission. The fun gets underway at 4 p.m. with a
fireworks display sure to dazzle beginning at about
9:30 p.m.

Haven Night at the Phillies
Get ready for the first pitch
on Saturday, July 29 at the 12th
annual Schuylkill Haven Night
at the Phillies. The Phillies are
playing the Atlanta Braves. When
500 tickets are sold, one lucky
drawing winner from the group will
throw out the ceremonial “first pitch.”
Ticket purchase deadline is June 30 at a price of
$80 per ticket. In addition to the bus transportation
and game admission, a tailgate party at the ballpark
with live music, a T-shirt, and prize giveaways are
included. Reserved seats for the game are on the 100
level of the stadium.
Support for this trip in prior years has far exceeded expectations. See the back page of this newsletter for additional information and a ticket request
form. All proceeds benefit improvements to Island
Recreation Park.

Garden club plant sale
The South Schuylkill Garden Club will hold its
annual plant sale on Sat., May 20 at their new location

AN INDEPENDENT
DISTRIBUTOR OF

DISTRIBUTOR OF

PREMIUM HARDWOOD
CASKETS

METAL & CLOTH COVERED
CASKETS

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN
CASKET COMPANY

COLUMBIA CASKETS
CORP.

P.O. Box 179
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

P.O. Box 196
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

800-222-3431
www.havenline.com
WAREHOUSE – DISTRIBUTION CENTERS
Baltimore, MD
Monroeville, PA
Pine Brook NJ
Syracuse, NY
Haven Highlights MAY 2017
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888-232-2109
888-228-1363
800-321-0030
800-400-1662

Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– the Schuylkill Haven Senior Citizen/ Neighborhood
Recreation Center, 340 Haven St.
Annuals, perennials, natives, heirloom tomatoes
and much more will be available. Prices are reasonable and all proceeds directly benefit the garden club
scholarship fund. The 2016 sale netted more than
$3,000! For more information, contact “Porcupine
Pat” McKinney at porcupinepat@yahoo.com.

Seniors have a lot to teach

Bear Creek Festival
The annual Bear Creek Festival will be held on
Sunday, June 4 from noon to 4 p.m. at the Schuylkill
County Fairgrounds in Summit Station. Coordinated
by the Schuylkill Conservation District, the public is
encouraged to enjoy this free event.
Non-stop “hands on” activities, including the popular “Paint a Pot,” will be attractive to all ages. Musical
entertainment, provided by local artists Van Wagner
and Jay Smar, will fill the air throughout the afternoon. The Home Depot demonstrators will return to
provide a free “make-n-take” item for youngsters and
a number of organizations will be there to show their
wares and fares.
More information on the Bear Creek Festival can
be found on Facebook, by calling 570-391-3326, or by
email to porcupinepat@yahoo.com.

Borough holidays
The Schuylkill Haven Borough municipal office
– Continued on Page 10

JUDY LEESTMA, a senior congregate member of the
Schuylkill Haven Senior Community Center, reads
to children from Child Development’s Schuylkill
Haven location. As part of their program, the children visited with the seniors at the Center.

We're the

bank

that helps you

Unwind
Need To Create A Special Place To Relax?

Use our online home improvement calculator for a rough estimate
and use the equity in your home to get a Home Improvement Loan.
Then fire up the grill...and UNWIND.
mortgagesmadesimple.com | 800 326 9486
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 9
and employee operations will be closed in observance
of the following holidays this spring and summer:
Monday, May 29 (Memorial Day), Tuesday, July 4
(Independence Day), and Monday, Sept. 4 (Labor Day).

Schuylkill County Fair
The 34th annual Schuylkill County Fair will be held
Monday through Saturday,
JJuly 31 thru August 5 at
tthe Fairgrounds, 2270
Fair Road off Rt. 895
just east of Summit
Station.
The
fair
will open to the
public at 4 p.m. on
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday,
and
Friday.
Tuesday
and Saturday hours
begin at 11 a.m. The
theme for this year’s
Pennsylvania county and regional fairs is “Country
Scenes, Blue Ribbon Dreams.”
Gate admission will be $5 again this year making
the Schuylkill County Fair affordable to all. That low
admission price includes national entertainment on
the M&T main stage and daily performances at various venues on the grounds, games, contests, exhibits,

competitions, programs, demonstrations, hands-on
activities, and free parking. Children, 12 years of age
and younger, are admitted free when accompanied by
an adult. Food, beverages, private attractions, amusement rides, and special events may be at an additional
cost.
Goodtime Amusements LLC, a family-run business
from Hellertown, will again provide the amusement
rides, games, and carnival-type services. Wristbands
for all-day ride privileges will cost $15 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. The ride bands
cost $20 for all-day on the extended days of Tuesday
and Saturday. An “afternoon only” (1 to 5 p.m.) wristband those days will cost $10.

Event spaces available for rent
Looking for a
place to have a meeting, party or event?
Pavilions at Bubeck
Park and Island Park
are available for rental between the hours

of 7 a.m. and dusk.
The Neighborhood/
Senior Center, which
includes a gymnasium
and two rooms, is also
available.

Johns Physical Therapy
Route 61 North • 400 PineBrook Place
(next to Riverview Bank)

Celebrating our 23rd Year of Providing
Outpatient PT Services in Orwigsburg
• Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy
• Post Surgical Rehab
• Work Related and
Auto Accident Injuries
BRUCE C. JOHNS, PT

570-366-0300
Haven Highlights MAY 2017
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Schuylkill Hose hosts fire convention
The 63rd annual Schuylkill County Firefighters
Convention will be held in Schuylkill Haven beginning
Sunday, Sept. 10 and concluding Saturday, Sept. 16
with a gigantic parade.
Schuylkill Hose Co. #2 is the host fire company
and will also celebrate the 125th year for the station, part of the 3-member Schuylkill Haven Fire
Department.

Haven Historical Society goes to war!
The Schuylkill Haven Area Historical Society will
create a wartime theme display at its headquarters
welcoming all during this year’s Borough Day –
Saturday, Sept. 30. The society will extend its hours
that day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This will be the third year the historical society
will celebrate Borough Day at its present location at
Houck Hall, 10 West Columbia Street (adjacent to the
railroad tracks just south of Union Street). The society
continues its tradition of creating a themed display
related to local history for the day.
The wartime theme will feature items and photos of this town’s connection, effort, and sacrifice in
major conflicts from the Civil War to Vietnam, including uniforms, weapons, ration cards, draft notices,
and a spotlight on Schuylkill Haven’s Medal of Honor
recipients.

Soldiers, veterans, and anyone with items of significance relating to wartime service, please consider
lending them to the historical society for the Borough
Day celebration. Facts and stories from and about
both soldiers and civilians are also appreciated.
Contact Jim Caravan at 570-385-0289 to discuss
or stop by the Schuylkill Haven Area Historical Society
headquarters any Saturday morning from 9 a.m. to
noon.
The society holds monthly meetings – open
to members, guests, and the public – on the third
Tuesday at 7 p.m. There will be no meeting in July.

We're
the bank

that helps you

Grow
Life looked a lot different when you bought your first home.
Then came the kids. A bigger home requires a bigger ﬁnancial
investment. Choose an experienced lender with mortgage options
that ﬁt your budget and your lifestyle.
We’ve helped thousands of growing families. Let us help yours too.

mortgagesmadesimple.com | 800 326 9486
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Borough Utilities … Water, Electric Streets & More
Highway Department
Time to clean up the town! The street sweeper is
now in operation the first whole week of each month
– June 6-to-9, July 4-to-7, August 1-to-4, September
5-to-8, October 3-to-6, and November 7-to-10 – from
3 a.m. to 6 a.m. Check the sign posting on your street
for the proper day of the week.
Yard waste – limbs, leaves, vegetative growth,
and grass clippings – will be collected the second
Monday of each month. If I may make a suggestion, biodegradable
bags made of recycled paper are a great
substitute to plastic
garbage bags. They
can be purchased at
hardware stores and
larger home improvement chains. Not only
will you help the community, you will help protect the future of our environment for generations to come.
Here is a cheap and safe recipe to get rid of those
pesky weeds growing in your sidewalks – 1 gallon
of vinegar, 1 cup of salt, and 1 tbsp of dishwashing
soap! Mix until salt has dissolved and put in a sprayer.
Spray weeds on a warm, dry day. Give it a few days
and you will see the results.
For pothole repair, please call Borough Hall and

we will fix the problem area as soon as time allows.
– Brian O. Murray, Foreman
Highway Department

Folk tales on recreation
“Eight hours work, eight hours sleep, and eight
hours recreation” – Brigham Young
Do you spend your time like Brigham Young suggests? I’m sure most of us spend the eight hours working, at least. But if you are like the rest of America,
running from work to your children’s activities or to a
meeting, eight hours recreating is not an option.
Our borough parks may be able to help with that.
We have beautiful walking trails for a gentle stroll or
a power walk while you wait for your child. How about
that meeting you can’t miss? Next time think about
calling into a meeting so you can take a nice walk
outside on our trails.
I often run into people who don’t understand the
purpose of spending money on recreation or facilities. Recreation has quite an impact on many lives
in the community. While enjoying a beautiful Easter
weekend, I was reading several local papers. Boy, I
didn’t have to look far for recreation. The papers were
filled with recreation news items including photos
showing people outside walking, biking, fishing, and
enjoying egg hunts. Looking at other papers in the
region, I found the front page of the The Baltimore
Sun had a big article and photo of a proposed trail.

Sweet Tooth Dental
Creating Sweet Smiles
For the Entire family!

We provide our patients with a caring, comfortable,
and gentle environment. We have payment options
available and accept many insurance plans.
• Mercury-Free Fillings • Extractions
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Crowns / Bridges
• Invisalign Orthodontic
• Dentures / Partials
Treatment
. . . And MORE!
• Root Canals

We understand municipal systems
and the people who operate them
non-stop to serve their communities. We are part of many of those
communities, relying on them.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Sweet Tooth Dental
Fenal Baria, DMD

water | wastewater

1439 Centre Turnpike, Route 61 North
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

municipal | environmental

sweettoothdental61@gmail.com

570-366-1014

Pottsville
Lititz || Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh||State
StateCollege
College
Pottsville||Reading
Reading | Mountaintop || Lititz

800.825.1372
entecheng.com
800.825.1372 | entecheng.com
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Borough Utilities … Water, Electric Streets & More
of recreation. We spend hours making sure the facilities are the best in the area so that our residents and
visitors can enjoy.
Get outside, take some free time, and enjoy our
parks!
– William J. “B.J.” Folk, Manager
Recreation Department

Water Distribution & Wastewater
People are realizing recreation brings people
and business to the community. Our “Welcome to
Schuylkill Haven” brochure has the front cover photo
of Bubeck Park. The new Schuylkill County magazine
published by the Chamber of Commerce front cover
has a beautiful photo of the county’s only park, Sweet
Arrow Lake.
This speaks volumes! The magazine’s purpose is
to generate visitors, potential businesses, and will be
used as an impact piece when meeting people from
outside the county. It would have been easy to pick
Yuengling Brewery, the courthouse, or Lowe’s, but
highlighting our county park sends a clear message.
Recreation is an asset to Schuylkill County and offers
great avenues in our community.
Pennsylvania is home to 5,800 local parks including two beautiful parks right here in Schuylkill Haven.
Local parks help improve our quality of life. We, as
recreation professionals, don’t always get the 8 hours

There are many signs we look for announcing the
coming of spring – robins in the yard, plants starting
to grow, and lawns turning green.
Spring brings the first of our semi-annual maintenance tasks of flushing the water system and fire
hydrants. This is followed by street restoration to any
areas that were dug up during the winter for emergency repairs. In late spring we start planning and laying out the projects our water and sewer departments
planned for 2017.
Spring symbolizes new life and it’s fitting to take
time to remind homeowners and property owners the
most important task you can do to spruce up and
assist borough utility crews and emergency responders is to:
1) Make sure your building
or home has an address
number visible from the
street.
– Continued on Page 14

We're the

bank

that helps you

Imagine
Is a new home in your future?
Whether you’re building or buying, our expert lenders will be there
every step of the way to guide you through the process and keep
you on track. With First Citizens, you get more than a Mortgage.
Picture it — then let us make it happen!

mortgagesmadesimple.com | 800 326 9486
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Borough Utilities … Water, Electric Streets & More
– Continued from Page 13
2) Make sure the Borough office has your current
land-based phone number or cell phone number
with your current billing address on file. If we do
not have this, we cannot contact you by our automated notification system (Swiftreach) during a
utility or other type of emergency.
3) Take the time now to address any problems you
experienced over the winter months with frozen
pipes or drafty basements while it’s still fresh in
your memory. Unfortunately old man winter will
be back before you know it.
These are a few reminders to make life easier on
everyone. Enjoy the spring weather and remember to
be alert for crews working in the streets. We want to
make it home safely, too.
– Carter Hoffman, Foreman
Water Distribution / Wastewater Collection

Power up with the Electric Department
The price of electricity is driven by three major
factors – consumer demand, generation prices, and
environmental/regulatory issues.
Focusing on demand, the time of day, day of week,
weather, and the economy all affect usage. Usage, in
turn, creates consumer demand.
The industry uses the terms on-peak and off-peak
to define usage. “Peak” is when the demand for electricity is at its maximum. A community generally uses

more power in the daytime than in the evening, with
higher loads on weekdays.
Demand is largely impacted by weather and the
price of power is usually affected seasonally. In the
summertime, when people are using
their air conditioners, bills will be
higher. While some communities peak
in the winter (those with mainly
electric heat and a cool climate),
most peak in the summer. As usage
goes up, so does the amount of
power that needs to be generated.
In general, the lowest load is when
the outdoor average temperature is
60 degrees.
The economy also plays a factor in consumer demand. Communities with many industrial
facilities will see their loads impacted more by the
economy than a community that is mostly residential.
When a community’s economy is better, the demand
for load is usually higher (i.e. if people are doing well,
they tend to buy more electronics).
If you find your electric bill increasing, try changing your daily routines to be more energy efficient.
Use less power … get into the habit of turning/leaving
things off and unplugging devices when they aren’t
in use.
Windows account for 10 to 25 percent of your
heating bill by letting heat out. Low-E coatings on

MOYER’S

AUTO PARTS &
SERVICE
CAR CARE CENTER, INC. 24 HOUR TOWING

Strouse Brothers, Inc.
Excavating & Septic Service

Foreign and Domestic

“Since 1959”

P.S.M.A. Member

We Replace Engines & Transmissions
Computer Diagnostics & Repairs • Fuel Injection
A/C & Heating Repairs • Brakes • Tune Ups
Batteries • Tires • Alignments• Fleet Service

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
Installed, Replaced
and Repaired

570-739-4477

• Septic Tanks &
Cesspools Cleaned

102 South Route 183
Schuylkill Haven
(Rt. 183 & 443 Intersection)

50 OFF 10 OFF

$

00

Purchase of
4 New Tires &
4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 05/31/2017
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$

• Year Round
Cleaning
• Pumps
Serviced

00

4-Wheel
Alignment

Additional cost on additional
parts may be required
See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 05/31/2017
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Borough Utilities … Water, Electric Streets & More
the glass reflect heat inside your home and reflect
the sun’s ultraviolet rays out. Multiple panes of glass
increases insulation. Weather stripping reduces heating/cooling costs.
– Jim Haeseler, Foreman
Electric Department

Water Treatment Plant
Boil Water Advisory – Let me just start by saying,
“I am not a Facebook fan” for a variety of reasons,
but one especially. Some people use it to post their
idea of what the truth is, when in
reality it’s the furthest thing from
the truth. March 30 this year is
the particular day I am referring
to. As I said, I don’t subscribe to
Facebook, but I know people who
do and repeat comments that
were posted.
So lets go back to March 30
– the day according to erroneous comments on Facebook the
“sewer plant exploded and sewage got in the drinking water” or
the day the “sewer line collapsed
and polluted the drinking water
system”. Neither were true, but both were somewhere
on Facebook.
The truth of the matter is it was only the fault of

a level indicator on one of the storage tanks at Willow
Lake. In an effort to provide the best possible drinking water, the Borough has a contract with a company
to come in every other year to clean the inside of the
storage tanks. In order to do that the tank must be
empty.
The employees at the water treatment plant are
responsible for making sure that takes place. When
we get the call the tank company is coming in, we
drain one tank. This year we had a problem we weren’t
aware of until it was too late … the tank that was
being drained went empty when
the level indicator was showing
7ft. or 700,000 gallons left in
storage.
When we started receiving
calls from customers with no
water, we realized we had a problem. By the time we switched to
the full tank, some of the water
system in the higher elevation had
a loss of water service (positive
pressure). When this occurs we
are obligated by the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
regulations to issue a “Boil Water
Advisory.” The problem occurred on Thursday and it
was corrected the following Monday.
– Continued on Page 16

We’re
the

bank
that helps you

Get Started
Aren’t sure you can afford your own home? Ask an expert!
Even if you don’t make a lot of money, or have little funds for upfront
costs, our experienced lenders will look for options that are right for you
and your family. With First Citizens, you get more than a Mortgage.
Let’s talk.

mortgagesmadesimple.com | 800 326 9486
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Borough Utilities … Water, Electric Streets & More
– Continued from Page 15
A boil advisory isn’t something we want to issue,
but have to when it is a necessity. An advisory is usually in effect for, at the most, two days because we
need to sample the water in the affected area over 2
days and have both tests come back negative for bacteria before lifting the advisory. In this instance, the
problem was system wide.
Some residents stated they did not receive notice
of the boil water advisory. If that was the case then
the Borough office does not have your contact information. Call Borough Hall at 570-385-2841 and get
placed on the SwiftReach automated system of notification. If you are a renter, maybe your landlord
received the message if they are the person responsible for the utility billing. Please coordinate with your
landlord for a relay of messages.
– Kevin Butz, Chief Operator
Tumbling Run Water Treatment Plant

Wastewater Treatment
Spring is finally here! Now that the snow has
melted, many are ready to get to planting and landscaping. Beautifully landscaped yards can be a joy to
homeowners; but, in some cases, can turn into expensive nightmares.
Roots from trees can invade building sewers and
laterals. Roots thrive in the warm, moist, nutrientrich atmosphere above the water level inside sanitary

sewers. The flow
of warm water
inside the sewer
pipe causes water
vapor to escape
to the cold and/or
dry soil surrounding the pipe.
Tree roots are
attracted to the
water vapor and
follow the trail to
the source of the
moisture … usually from cracks or loose joints in the
sewer pipe. Tree roots will penetrate the opening to
reach inside the pipe. Severe root intrusion and structurally damaged pipes can become a costly problem
for borough residents.
The best way to avoid this situation is to plant
wisely. Do not plant trees within 20 feet from any
building sewer, lateral, or sewer main. That small little
twig that you plant today can grow into a big tree in
a few years. Roots can travel far underground, across
property lines and under paved roads. Minimize
future problems by planning and planting wisely.
Then sit back and enjoy your yard without fear of
having to dig up a problem in the future.
– Ron Schultz, Foreman
Wastewater Treatment

R&J TOURS – 2017 HAPPENINGS
May 27 – The Great PA Flavorfest Wine Festival ..............................................$25
June 7 – Legends of Pop @ Hunterdon Hills ....................................................$86
June 10 & Sept 23 – Bronx Zoo ................................................................... **$62
June 15 – Buying the Moose @ Rainbow Dinner Theatre ................................$74
June 16 – Cape May Point & Dolphin Watch Cruise ..................................... **$79
June 20 & Aug 12 – Adventure Aquarium & Zoo .............................................$65
June 24 & July 29 – Ocean City, NJ ..................................................................$45
June 28 – Jonah @ Sight & Sound............................................................. **$104
June 28 – My Mothers Italian, My Fathers Jewish ...........................................$70
July 5 – Devon Cass Celebrity Impersonator ....................................................$78
July 11 – Morning Skyline Cruise and AC Casino..............................................$52
Call for Dates – National Zoo ...........................................................................$44
Call for Dates – Baltimore Inner Harbor ..........................................................$39
Call for Dates – Statue of Liberty & 911 Memorial / Museum ...................... **$84
Call for Dates – Washington DC .......................................................................$44
Call for Dates – Baltimore National Aquarium............................................. **$68
Call for Dates – Gourmet Food Shopping in NYC..............................................$41
Call for Dates – New York City Free Days ..........................................................$40
Call for Dates – Sands Casino – Call for FSP .....................................................$25
Call for Dates – Philadelphia Phillies games.............................................$54-$59
Call for Dates – Mohegan Sun @ Pocono .........................................................$26
**Child’s Price Available

107 Rt. 183 North • Schuylkill Haven
Conveniently Located on Rt. 183, Just North of the Rt. 443 Intersection

570-739-3610
HOURS: Mon - Sat 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

LARGE
SELECTION OF
CRAFT
DOMESTIC
& IMPORTS
NOW SELLING

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

TOURS
www.rjtours.com

6 PACKS and
SINGLES
Haven Highlights MAY 2017

P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734
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Schuylkill Haven Free Public Library
The Schuylkill Haven Free Public
Library, 104 St. John Stret, will hold
its annual Spring Baked Goods and
Gently-Used Jewelry Sale on Sat.,
May 20 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There
will not be a book sale at this time.
Delicious baked goods, our own
library cookbook, and hand-crocheted “bookworm” bookmarks
will be available. The jewelry sale
features items with a maximum
price of $5.
The library will hold one
more of its monthly bake sales
on Sat., June 17 before taking
a break for the summer. Enjoy
once again when it starts back up
in October. Volunteer bakers and goodie makers are
always appreciated. Sign up early so you can choose
your month(s). Money raised at the book and bake
sales help the library purchase new books, audio
books, and DVDs, and also supports programs for
children, teens and adults.

Sign-up for Summer Reading
Trena Murphy is the new Children’s Library aide.
The 2017 Summer Reading Program kicks off on
Tues., June 13 and continues through Friday, August
4. This year’s theme is “Building a Better World!” The
program schedule is as follows:

•
•
•

Elementary Program – Tuesdays, 2:30 to 3:30
p.m.; Thursdays, 1 p.m.
Family Night – Tuesdays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Teen and Tween Time – Second and fourth
Wednesdays each month, 3 to 4 p.m.
• Baby Lapsit – Thursdays at 1 p.m.
• Storytime with Miss Trena – Fridays at 1:30
p.m.

Music from the Movies fundraiser
The 6th annual Afternoon of Music –
“Music from the Movies” – will be held Sunday,
June 11 at the Schuylkill Haven Recreation
Center at 3 p.m. Performers are members of the
Schuylkill Choral Society who volunteer their time
and talent for the benefit of the library.
A dessert reception follows the performance and
is included in the $7.50 per person cost of admission.
If you are able to bake something for the reception,
please call the Library at 570-385-0542.

Library hours change for the summer
Saturday summer hours – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. – will
go into effect July 1 and continue through September
2 (Labor Day weekend). Weekday hours remain the
same.
Follow all of these and other library activities,
new additions, etc. by “liking” us on Facebook/
SchuylkillHavenPublicLibrary (no “free”).

We’re
the

bank
that helps you

Get Ahead
You’ve worked hard for your money, now let your money work hard for you!
With a First Citizens FREE Vantage Checking account you can earn 1.00% APY*
and other great beneﬁts. Let your savings take you anywhere you want to go.

ﬁrstcitizensbank.com | 800 326 9486
APY= Annual Percentage Yield and APYs are accurate as of 4/10/17. Rates may change after account is opened. Minimum to open is $50. If qualiﬁcations are met each monthly qualiﬁcation cycle: (1) Internet Bill Pay Fee of $2.95 and domestic ATM fees incurred during the qualiﬁcation cycle will be reimbursed
up to $20 and credited to account on the last day of monthly cycle, (2) balances up to $25,000 receive APY of 1.00%; and (3) balances over $25,000 earn .25% interest rate on portion of balance over $25,000 resulting in 1.00% - .40% APY depending on the balance. If qualiﬁcations are not met, all balances
earn .01% APY. The 3 qualiﬁcations to be completed during the monthly statement cycle to receive rewards are: (1) 12 debit card purchase transactions must post and settle the account, (2) Complete 1 ACH direct deposit or direct debit and (3) receive an electronic statement. Personal accounts only and only
one account per customer. ATM receipt must be presented for reimbursement of an individual ATM fee of $5.00 or higher.
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Single-Stream Recycling Every Week
Town-wide collection of recyclables is EVERY
Thursday.
Ordinance 902 requires all residents to separate
the following materials from their regular household waste: aluminum cans, foil and plates; clear,
green and brown glass jars and bottles; plastic No. 1
through 7; steel cans; newspapers, corrugated cardboard, and mixed paper.
County Waste Recycling containers
have been provided to every household within the Borough for use in the
recycling program only. Please use
these containers, but they remain
the property of the borough. If you
require a container, contact Borough
Hall at 570-385-2841.

One container every week
Single-stream recycling via curbside pickup allows
permissible items to be placed in one container/
recycle bin without the need for separation. For those
residents who have large amounts of cardboard and
paper and/or still desire to utilize the recycling area,
it will remain in operation.
Residents need to adhere to a few common sense
rules, so Schuylkill Haven continues to be the cleanest
town around.
Use the following guidelines to prepare recyclables for pickup:

All newspapers, mixed paper, and cardboard
boxes must be made flat and secured.
• All steps must be taken to ensure paper, cardboard or plastic, etc. do not blow around to
neighboring properties or streets.
• Glass food and beverage containers are recyclable and include items such as glass soda,
beer, wine, liquor, ketchup or juice bottles,
and glass food containers. Generally
speaking, metal caps and lids
should be removed, but labels can
stay on.
• Glass items such as mirrors,
ceramic cups and plates, crystal,
clay flower pots, light bulbs, window glass, drinking glass and heatresistant ovenware are NOT recycled
by glass container plants and should
not be mixed in with container glass.
• Aluminum beverage cans should be rinsed out
and crushed. Steel cans need only be rinsed out;
leave labels on.
• Plastic soda bottles and milk jugs should also be
rinsed out and crushed.
After following these instructions, combine all
materials in one recycling container—sorting is not
necessary—and place curbside for weekly collection
on Thursday.

Mother & Child Connection

IN TOWN SELF STORAGE
OF ORWIGSBURG

Children’s and Maternity Outgrown Shop
1656 Long Run Road | Sch. Haven, PA 17972

570-739-1391
WE BUY & SELL

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
750 South Liberty Street
231 South Wayne Street

570-750-1555
1555

QUALITY | MODERN | CLEAN

Baby Equipment
and Clothing
• Newborn to Size 10-12
• Toys • Maternity
& Accessories

We have 11 different
size units with 11 different
prices. Units vary in size
from 5x5 to 12x30 with door
openings of 8-, 9-, 10-foot high to accommodate large items.
Our units are unique. They have extra
large inside heights offering you more space
for your money.

HOURS: Wed. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. | Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
*Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

$5.00 OFF

A $20.00
Apparel Purchase

24 HOUR SECURITY CAMERAS

Cannot be used if paying with store credit.
Cannot be combined with any other sales or offers.

Family owned and operated.

Coupon expires 7/29/17
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RE
ACH EVERY
EVERY HOUSE
HOUSE
REACH
EACH

MAMMOTH MATERIALS
SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

570-544-8245
GE
A
T
POSDUCED
RE 17.7¢
TO

PICK YOUROUR DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK • MULCH
PRICE FROCMKET!
U
B
L
TOPSOIL
COA Coal Price)
(For

CRUSHED STONE

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

IN YOUR
YOUR TARGET
TARGET MARKET
MARKET
IN

THIS AD SPACE
COSTS $105

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels
needed. Pay only 17.7 cents each in postage.

Advertise 3 issues
in a row, GET
4th ISSUE FREE!

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

Reaches EVERY household and
business in Schuylkill Haven (3,000 mailboxes)

Call
Barb

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

570-385-3120
570-3853120

PRINTING & PUBLISHING
960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

Cheap combination rates available to add
Orwigsburg, Pine Grove, Minersville and Wayne Twp.

YOUR PLACE FOR GREAT GOLF & MORE

Consider

MAKE HIDDEN VALLEY GOLF COURSE

Rent for your
y
next event
Your local choice for your couples game, regular 4-some,
Completely
ompletely
remodele
remodeled
inside & out
group golf outing, league or tournament play.
Driving Range w/Real Grass and Irrigated
Free Practice Putting Greens
Full Service Snack Bar & 19th Hole Beverage Bar
9-Hole Rates Any Time
Wednesday Ladies 18-Hole League
Monthly Couples Golf Outings w/Picnic Following Round
No Tournament Too Big or Too Small
Senior Leagues Monday & Thursday

Book Your Next Tee Time OnLine

Hidden.DistinctGolf.com
Watch for our online booking ADD-ONS.
VALUE added to your round of golf
only available by booking online!

Hidden Valley
Gol f

Course

Watch for Upcoming Tournaments at Hidden Valley
Bookmark our site and stay connected!

1753 Panther Valley Road • Pine Grove, PA 17963
Follow us on

570-739-4455 x12
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~ Weddings
~ Receptions
~ Reunions
Rustic “Climate Controlled” Cabin
2 Outdoor Pavilions • Gas Fire Pit
Large Illuminated Area for Parking or Party Tent
TAKE

500 OFF

$

.

Your Next 18 Hole Round of Golf
w/Power Cart – Any Tuesday or Friday
Not valid with any other discounts, specials, group, league
or tournament play.
Valid through 7-28-17

20 Bucket Driving Range Punch Card

65

ONLY $

Hidden Valley
Golf

Cour se

*Must present this coupon
at time of purchase.
Valid through 7-31-17
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Keep Haven Beautiful . . . from The Code Guy
Spring is the time of year for fresh starts and
new growth. Spring rain and sunny days will bring an
explosion of growth. That said, the Code Department
will be on patrol armed with notices, in search of high
grass and weeds and reminding busy residents to
keep their properties maintained.
Now, back to those sunny days … Mr. Humidity
will definitely partner with the heat to enhance all the
wonderful smells waiting to be carried on the breeze
in uncharted directions. This can be a wonderful
experience if the odor is one of fresh-cut grass (hint,
hint) or the sweet smell of a flowering garden two
doors up.
But, I have yet to hear any resident state, “While
leaving my window open or sitting on my deck, I just
couldn’t get enough of the fragrance of animal waste.”
There is a reason for that… no one enjoys it!
The Code Department will patrol weekly in search

“SHUN” Property Maintenance
Inspira “SHUN”
Inclina “SHUN”
Dedica “SHUN”
Perspira “SHUN”

of properties having excessive amounts of animal
waste.
3 easy steps, 1 expensive solution
• Photos will be taken and a warning issued, only
one per calendar year.
• The property in violation will be monitored for
further offenses.
• Any violation/offense noted on the property
after the first warning will automatically generate a citation.
The moral of the story: Clean up all animal waste
daily, wash down or apply an odor-reducing product
to odor-emitting areas. Not only will your neighbors
appreciate the effort, your pet will also be more
inclined to use the same spot to do his business. After
all, he doesn’t want to step in it any more than you do.

Trash & storage
Schuylkill Haven residents have worked hard over
the years to earn a reputation as having the cleanest
town in Schuylkill County … and who would dare
refute it? Here are a few things, however, that could
get overlooked because of busy schedules.
Remember to remove all trash and recycling containers from street view as soon as possible after the
scheduled pickup day. Containers left out more than
one day will likely catch the Code Department’s attention and generate a warning.

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

In-Your-Home Computer Services

570-366-2141

SPRING & SUMMER HOURS:
Fri., Sat., and Sun.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Replace or Update Your Computer

Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

FREE In-Home Estimates

SPRING / SUMMER CLASSES

Complete Repairs & Instruction
New & rebuilt desktops & laptops for Sale

Sun., May 21 – Wire Trees, 1 to 4 p.m.
Mon., May 22 – Wind Chimes, 6 to 9 p.m.
Wed., June 7 – Glitter Canvas, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Mon., June 12 – Collage w/A Twist, 6 to 9 p.m.
Sun., June 18 – Bonsai Wire Tree, 1 to 4 p.m.

15 Yrs. Experience • Reasonable Rates
RICH MENTZEL

1606 Village Rd., Orwigsburg

SPECIAL ITEMS

5- DAY ART CAMPS – REGISTER NOW!

Perfect for GRADUATION

All times are 9 a.m. to Noon

JUNE 5-9 – Ages 3 to 5, Into the Wind
JUNE 12-16 – Ages 6 to 8, Survivor
JUNE 19-23 – Ages 6 to 8, Music & Art
JUNE 26-30 – Ages 9 to 12, Our Earth
JULY 10-14 – Ages 6 to 8, Endangered

Open: Mon.-Sat. 7-5
Closed: Sunday

Check our website or call for more information and to register

www.TheArtsBarn.com
570-366-8736 or check us out on Facebook
Haven Highlights MAY 2017

323 Dock Street • Schuylkill Haven

570-593-8166
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www.thecakepros.com

Keep Haven Beautiful
Prior to pickup day trash/rubbish must be kept in
conventional, well-maintained trash containers with
tight sealing lids. Keep containers clean, organized
and out of street view if possible. Trash bags are
acceptable, but must be stored in a way that does not
encourage or allow animals to rip them open.
Recyclables may not comingle with any household
trash/rubbish. Prior to pickup, keep recyclables in the
County Waste containers out of street view if possible.
Recyclables must be confined within the container
and not spill out to the ground or surrounding areas.

Sidewalk areas
Sidewalks must be maintained and kept in good
repair, void of weeds and grass, swept and clean of
debris and washed down occasionally.
Curbing must also be kept in good repair, void
of all grass and weeds out to where the curbing and
street intersect.

If home is where your story begins,
let us be the first chapter.

PREQUALIFY FOR A
MORTGAGE TODAY

Yard areas
Lawns must be kept mowed to a height of 6”
or less and trimmed around buildings, fences, play
equipment, and the like.
General property areas should also be maintained
neatly to reflect the attractiveness of the surrounding
neighborhood and comply with the intent of the zoning district.
Remember, high standards are highly contagious.
– Michael Paulin, The Code Guy

L

s
d
n
a ca

NMLS # 514439

CALL US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS
WE’VE GOT YOUR MATERIALS

g

MULCHES • SOILS • DECORATIVE STONE
DRIVEWAY AND DRAINAGE STONE • PLANTS
SAND • CERTIFIED PLAYGROUND MULCH
FIELDSTONE AND WALL STONE • STRAW
WEED BARRIER • LOAD HANDLER PRODUCTS

Supply
MULCH, SOIL,
DECORATIVE AND QUARRY STONE

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

MEMBER FDIC

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation
Services in Schuylkill County

pin

TB

KRAMER’S SOLID ROCK DBA

1-866-642-7736 | midpennbank.com

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

TRIMMING AND PRUNING
PLANTING
MOWING
MULCHING

INSTALLATIONS
HARD SCAPING
SNOW REMOVAL
SPRAYING

Subject
HOURS: MARCH 1 – OCT. 31 Hours
to Change

M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

3 OFF

$
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$25 PURCHASE
– OR MORE

WITH THIS AD – EXPIRES 10/31/17
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Memorial Day – More Than Parades and Bar-B-Q
For nearly 150 years, Americans have gathered in
late spring to honor the sacrifice of those who have
given their lives in service to their country. What
began with dozens of informal commemorations of
those killed in the Civil War has grown
to become one of the nation’s most
solemn and hallowed holidays. From
its earliest incarnation as “Decoration
Day” to its modern-day observances,
here are some surprising facts about
the history of Memorial Day.
In May 1868, General John A. Logan,
the commander-in-chief of the Union
veterans’ group known as the Grand Army
of the Republic, issued a decree that May
30 should become a nationwide day of commemoration for the more than 620,000 soldiers
killed in the recently ended Civil War.
On Decoration Day, as Logan dubbed it, Americans
should lay flowers and decorate the graves of the war
dead “whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land.” According
to legend, Logan chose May 30 because it was a rare
day that didn’t fall on the anniversary of a Civil War
battle, though some historians believe the date was
selected to ensure that flowers across the country
would be in full bloom.
Although the term Memorial Day was used beginning in the 1880s, the holiday was officially known as

Decoration Day for more than a century, when it was
changed by federal law.
Four years later, the Uniform Monday Holiday Act
of 1968 finally went into effect, moving Memorial Day
from its traditional observance on May 30
(regardless of the day of the week), to a
set day – the last Monday in May.
For almost as long as there’s been
a holiday, there’s been a rivalry about
who celebrated it first. Boalsburg, Pa.,
bases its claim on an 1864 gathering of women to mourn those recently killed at Gettysburg. In Carbondale,
Illinois, they’re certain that they were first,
thanks to an 1866 parade led, in part, by
John Logan who two years later would lead
the charge for an official holiday. There are
even two dueling Columbus challengers (one in
Mississippi, the other in Georgia) who have battled it
out for Memorial Day supremacy for decades.
Only one town, however, has received the official
seal of approval from the U.S. government. In 1966,
100 years after the town of Waterloo, New York,
shuttered its businesses and took to the streets for
the first of many continuous, community-wide celebrations, President Lyndon Johnson signed legislation, recently passed by the U.S. Congress, declaring
the tiny upstate village the “official” birthplace of
Memorial Day.

Retail & Wholesale
Seasoned Firewood
All Mixed Hardwood
Cut & Split

Providing Year Round Comfort

Spring Ahead!

242 E. Schmaltzdahl Rd
New Ringgold

570-943-2601
Call for Additional
Information, Quotes
and Directions

9Heating & Cooling System
9High Efficiency
9Ductless Design
9Individual Zoning
9Quiet Operation
9Low Cost Installation

www.pafirewoodfactory.com

Competitive
Prices

WOOD
A reliable, local fuel source

Cut in 16” Pieces
(Custom Lengths Available)

Wholesale Prices
Available on
6 or More Cords
Free Delivery
For First 10 Miles
Minimum 1½ Cords
Year Round Delivery
We’re Ready for Next
Winter! Are You?

– EARLY ORDER SPECIAL –

17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Orders delivered by MAY 31

570-366-1275

$180./Cord (Spring Prices) Minimum 1½ Cords + del.
Order 6+ Cords @ $170./Cord BE SMART ORDER EARLY

www.hbsteele.com
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Red & White Oak,
Walnut, Ash,
Maple, Hickory, etc.
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Schuylkill Haven – A Touch of History . . . by Ellen Guertler
Deaths Due to Gas Leaks Urged Change

Before Electricity, Gas Was Once the King
Researched and written by Ellen Guertler

There was a mystery within the walls of our new
home on Union Street. One evening my Dad explained
it to us. Daddy took my younger brother Billy and me
up to the front room of our third floor. There, I saw
something I could not believe!
There was a gold rod coming out of the wall with
a lamp on its end. On the lamp was the biggest lampshade I had ever seen in my young life! Daddy then
explained to us that this was a gaslight. There
was a pipe that joined the pipe in the street
and then came up inside the walls of the
house. This pipe brought the gas from the
street to the lamp.
“This is the kind of light people had
before there was electricity,” Daddy told
us. From that evening on, I was intrigued
with gaslights, how the gas came into the
house and where it came from. We will
find all those answers if we travel back
to the Schuylkill Haven of 1879.

Let there be light in the streets
1879 brought lighted streets to Schuylkill
Haven. Kerosene lamps had been placed at

street corners and in the middle of blocks to
provide light.
Before 1879, no one went out of their
homes after it got dark. When the sun went
down, people went into their homes. Stores
and shops closed and there were no evening
services at any of the churches. No one
traveled the dark streets unless it was an
emergency and the traveler carried a kerosene lamp in his hand to light his way.
The new street lights burned kerosene.
This is what the typical lamplighter wore.
In his pockets he would carry pieces of
flint and perhaps a small meal to nibble on,
keeping him from falling asleep at his job.
A lamplighter would go out each night
with his ladder and light pole, lighting all
the street lights in town. The lights shone
all night except for three times each month
– going into Full Moon, during Full Moon,
and up until New Moon.
Next, the street lamps were lit when the
sun went down and extinguished at 10
– Continued on Page 24
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– Continued from Page 23
p.m. The kerosene street lights shone brightly. They
were the perfect way to light the dark streets, but
there were two drawbacks.
The Borough ordered the kerosene and received it
in large wooden barrels. If any dirt or debris dropped
into the kerosene when the lid was being removed or
if there was dirt in the kerosene from where the barrels were filled, the kerosene would not burn. There
would be many dark nights until money could be allocated for another shipment of kerosene.
Then, there was the human factor. It was not
uncommon for a part of a section of town to have its
lamps lit and the rest of the area to be dark. When this
occurred, citizens of that area would go out and try
to find the lamplighter. Sometimes he skipped lamps.
Sometimes he could be found leaning against the
lamppost, eyes closed in slumber. Caught once too
often in such a state, the lamplighter would be fired.

William Mellon was born on St. John St. in
Schuylkill Haven to Joseph and Caroline Mellon. He
was a Havenite most of his life. In his early life, Mellon
was first a team driver, then the engineer and operator of a scow and dredging outfit on the Schuylkill
Canal and River.
He left the area and boated on a canal to New
York City. There he became an expert in gas making.
He supervised the construction of a large number of
gas plants and the laying of many miles of gas lines in
New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and New York.
On his return to Schuylkill Haven, he found the
town looking for a better way to light the streets. A
gas plant under the name of The Schuylkill Haven
Gas and Water Company was founded in 1878. It was
located on the Irish Flats. In November of 1881, the
company started to lay gas lines under the streets of
town.

Here comes William Mellon

All of the street lights that had been lit by the
lamplighter and were now being lit by the Gas
Company depended on the moon as their schedule
for lighting. The gaslights were lit at sunset and extinguished at midnight.
Meanwhile, coal oil street lamps were being converted to gas lamps on the outskirts of town. The
lamp on the Cressona Road, our present North Berne
Street, had not been lit at all. Isaac Boyer, a resident of

Enter William Mellon. He heard of the dirty kerosene and the sleeping lamplighter. He felt sorrow
when he would learn of a home that was destroyed
by fire, leaving a family homeless. He also felt deep
remorse for the families who, not only lost their
homes but, a family member as well. The knocking
over of the kerosene lamp that lit up a room in the
home was the cause of these tragic fires.
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the street, offered to light, extinguish and clean each
lamp for a small fee paid to him by the Borough. The
Borough allowed a street light to illuminate a public
road, but if a Borough street light illuminated someone’s property, the Borough deemed such lighting as
illegal and at the Borough’s expense.

Citizens petition for lights
Not one neighborhood in town wanted to be without a streetlight. A petition would be drawn up by
citizens of an area and often read as follows: “We, the
Citizens of ----- Street are praying that Council will
see that a lamp is placed at said point.”
By 1883, the Gas Company extended its gas lines
out to the Gideon Bast residence on Center Avenue,
almost to the end of our present Center Avenue.
The lighting of the street lights was no longer the
Borough’s job, but received more complaints now
than when there was the lone lamplighter.
As Schuylkill Haven grew and more homes were
built, more new streets were needed. Since these
streets were not around when the Gas Company
was laying its lines, the light on those streets and in
each home on those streets had to rely on coal oil.
This meant extra maintenance for the Gas Company,
a responsibility it did not want. In April 1884, the
Borough paid the Gas Company $500 for the cost of
40 new gas lamps.

New broom sweeps clean – Really?
As the saying goes, “A new broom sweeps clean.”
At first, the gaslights were lit as the contract stated.
As time moved on, some lights were not lit until 10
p.m. or not at all. The Gas Company had promised to
run lines to all of the streets, but failed to do so.
Those on the side streets had coal oil or naphtha
lights. Naphtha is a flammable, volatile liquid produced by fractional distillation of petroleum, coal
oil, wood or coal. It is a substance that boils at 80
to 119 degrees centigrade. Neither of these lights
was as bright as the gas lights and required far more
maintenance. People on those side streets were very
unhappy people.

Was the Gas Company working?
Many of the town’s people were upset with the
Schuylkill Haven Gas and Water Company. Was this a
valid company? If it was, the owners were not caring
for anyone but themselves. Some of the streetlights
were out for 40 nights in a row. Lamps throughout
the town were broken and no repairs were being
made. Some lights were lit too early and some were
extinguished too soon. And of course, there were the
people on the side streets and new streets who were
still using coal oil. They wanted to know why.
By 1890, more and more complaints were being
registered against the Gas Company concerning
– Continued on Page 26
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– Continued from Page 25
lamps that were not lit. Things
came to a head at the April
11 Borough Council meeting.
Lamplighter William Ruppert
handed in his resignation.
Between people asking for
more lamps to light their dark
streets and not receiving them
and the lamps that were lit
and went out because they
were dirty, Mr. Ruppert wanted to leave his job.
There was vandalism done
to the lamps by young boys.
Lamps were bent or knocked
over by teams of horses running into them. A motion was
made to investigate building
an Electric Light Plant here in
town.

Gas Plant problems

OLD SCHUYLKILL HAVEN GAS PLANT – It had been closed about 12
years when this photo was taken. The metal frame seen at the right of
the photo held a tank that stored the gas fed through a pipe main from
the Irish Flats (currently known as the “Island”) to Dock Street.

The Gas Plant was located on Broadway. In 1921, the
Borough was given permission
to manufacture its own gas. It would now be manufactured in large tubs and boilers. The gas was comprised of carbonated water that was two-thirds steam
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and one-third oil. This was processed and ended up
in an inner tank.
When the inner tank level reached a certain
height, no more gas was forced into it. The mixture
went around the holder to the gas main on Dock
Street. It took 4 gallons of oil for every 1,000 cubic
feet of gas. That meant 80 gallons of oil were needed
every other day.
The Gas Plant was just a gas plant because it
turned over the water rights to the Borough due to
all the controversy that had been taking place. When
electricity was to come into each and every home,
there were people who feared it. They clung to lighting their homes with either kerosene lamps or the
newer gas lamps because they did not understand
how electricity worked.
As time moved on, new problems arose. If you
have ever been around when the Borough street crew
opens one of the older streets in order to repair a
water leak, a black hose, buried to about three feet
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depth and jutting out of the sides of the hole, can
often be found. This was the old gas line.
When it was put below the streets in the 1880s,
no thought was given to the fact it would age and
weaken. No one ever thought these lines would ever
need any kind of maintenance.

Tragedy comes to many
February 16, 1914 marks the first fatality caused
by the Gas Company. Charles Guldin, age 38, had
spent his life as a railroader. This was his first time
as the crossing watchman at the gate controller box
on Main Street across from the train station. Both the
day and night watchmen were out sick. Guldin went
on duty Wednesday night.
When George Kremer, the day watchman came on
duty at 6 a.m. Thursday morning, he found Guldin
seated in his chair with his black gloves on and his
head thrown back. The cabin was filled with the heavy
smell of gas.
It appeared that Gulden was going to go out to
either raise or lower the gate. He was last seen alive
when the Buffalo came through at 2:30 a.m. when he
came out to raise the gate. He was dead at least one
hour when Kremer found him. The two other men
had been sickened by the gas smell but survived. The
gas leak occurred when the nearby Garret Building
was being torn down and a plug in the gas main was
knocked off.

As the years went by, being overcome by gas
or dying from it happened more frequently. These
situations occurred on St. Peter Street, Dock Street,
Columbia Street, and E. Main Street. There were three
serious gas main breaks in a two-week span.
The Borough Council held a special meeting on
February 27, 1955 and made the decision to set 12:01
p.m. on Saturday, April 29 as the end of the manufacturing of gas at the Schuylkill Haven Gas Company.
At noon on that April 29, another era of Schuylkill
Haven’s history came to an end.
REFERENCES: Schuylkill Haven Borough Council
Minutes, 1879 –1925; THE CALL –December 2,1921,
“Boro Is Making Gas”; February 20,1914, “P&R
Watchman Found Dead”; March 3, 1955, “Boro Gas
Utility to Cease Service April 29”.
PHOTO CREDITS: Schuylkill Haven Historical
Society
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