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2019 Budget Continues Services; No Tax or Fee Hikes Needed

Borough Improvements & Upgrades Serve Its Residents
Schuylkill Haven Borough Council approved the
2019 operating budget at its December public meeting, ensuring residents will have no local increases
in property tax or utility rates for the services they
receive. Just as importantly,
no services will be reduced or
eliminated.
Fortunately, the 2019 budget will continue to fund various projects and upgrades,
including the purchase of a
new police SUV. Continual
upgrades of Borough equipment to ensure emergencies can
be dealt with expeditiously.
Keeping equipment in
good condition minimizes
Scott Graver
adverse effects from emerBorough Admin.
gencies such as electric outages, water main breaks and winter storms. The budget
also includes a blacktop program for various streets
in the Borough.
Looking back on the past year, the Borough continued
successfully its history of gaining grant funding approvals. A state Department of Environmental Protection
(PADEP) grant will fund a number of upgrades at our
recycling center, including the purchase of a chipper/

Springtime Events
Saturday, February 23 – “Craft Brew Fest” from 2 to 5
p.m. at the Walk In Art Center events venue. Must be
21 years of age; admission is charged; supports the
Our Haven Foundation.
Saturday, April 6 – “Spring Sweep” celebrates the
beginning of “First Saturday” events each month,
cordinated by GSHABA and the Walk In Art Center.
Saturday in April – “Spring Out” at Bubeck Park from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Celebrate spring and the rebirth of
the outdoors with demonstrations and activities.
Date to be annonced soon.
Monday, May 27 – Memorial Day; parade through town
and service held in the first block of Parkway; Lions
Club pancake breakfast at High School cafeteria.

shredder to turn yard waste to usable organic material and the addition of security cameras to monitor
utilization and prevent illegal dumping.
The Borough eagerly awaits awards on grant
applications to continue restoration of Cleveland
– Continued on Page 2

Mayor’s Message
Saving the Tree Lighting!
What do you do when something gets stuck near
a tree? You call the fire department.
Well, in Schuylkill Haven’s November instance, the
bucket truck used to place the lights on the Parkway
Christmas tree got stuck in the
soft, rain-soaked grass.
After a little help from a conscientious citizen and his two
sons, the truck finally got out
of the muddy grass. But, the
tree lights never made it to the
tree. You might think that put
a little damper on the whole
tree-lighting ceremony but, after
some quick thinking from Pastor
Bob Berry of the Church of the
Nazarene, the evening was saved. Michael Devlin
Mayor
Pastor Bob and wife Pat handed out candles and, before you knew it, the Little
Hurricanes were singing and everyone was holding a
lit candle. It was probably one of the most beautiful
tree-lighting ceremonies we ever had.
– Continued on Page 4
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From the Desk of the Borough Administrator
– Continued from Page 1
Street and for facade improvements in the Central
Business District. The facade grant will be highly competitive, but we are optimistic our application will be
evaluated favorably.

Many services; but no dump!
Being a part of Schuylkill Haven Borough – whether as a homeowner or a business owner – offers a
wide range of services provided by various Borough
departments.
Too numerous to mention in full, but several
most talked about by townspeople include monthly
street sweeping, top-notch electric service, an army
of dedicated crew members to attack any and all
emergencies, the best volunteer firefighters and fire
police in the county, full time police protection, an
aggressive recycling and garbage collection program,
a neighborhood/senior citizen facility with wide-ranging services, a beautiful park, multiple neighborhood
playgrounds, a recreational complex second to none,
and a modern, easily-accessible Borough Office with a
one-of-a-kind drive-thru payment convenience.
But, remember, we don’t have a dump! The
Schuylkill Haven landfill has been closed for well over
30 years; but, some people still insist on treating our
compost facility as a dump.
Despite a large number of signs indicating what
can and cannot be accepted and surveillance cameras

Providing Year Round Comfort

Order
Oil
Online
www.hbsteele.com

recording all vehicles entering/leaving the site, some
thoughtless “dumpers” ignore the warnings.
The compost site only accepts organic material.
This would include leaves, garden waste, tree limbs,
grass clippings, etc. Full trees and tree limbs exceeding sixteen inches in diameter should not be brought
to the site because these exceed the Borough’s capability to handle.
The compost facility cannot accept fill of any
kind, including rocks, cement, bricks, stone, dirt, or
any type of construction debris.
Why is this so important? Simply speaking, the
organic material collected at the site is processed with
an industrial shredder that can be easily damaged by
foreign objects. Damage to the shredder will be very
costly and will take it out of service for quite some time.

Area is in a flood zone
Located in proximity to the Schuylkill River, the
compost area lies within a flood zone. Not only would
garbage and other prohibited materials be disturbing
and unsightly, any accumulation of unwanted material in the flood zone is a major concern to residents
in other low-lying areas of town.
Borough workers and police constantly monitor
the area for illegal dumping. The Borough has zero
tolerance for violators. Signs posted indicate what
materials can be accepted. Pay attention.

Recycle responsibly
Know what is considered as recycling material
and practice responsible recycling on a weekly basis.
The Schuylkill Haven Borough website provides this
information at www.schuylkillhaven.org/residents/
recycling.
Non-recyclable items have been found both in
residents’ curbside collection and placed in the rolloff recycling containers staged at the southern end
of St. Charles Street. These items include Styrofoam,
glass windows, children’s plastic toys, and a host of
other objects that are not recyclable. One incorrect
item contaminates the entire load.
Please help us do the right thing regarding garbage that goes to the landfill and recyclable materials
that can be repurposed or reused.
– Scott Graver, Borough Administrator

Fuel Oil • Off-Road Diesel

570-366-1275
17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961
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A trusted name in
funeral service with age-old roots
Just a few reasons why we are proud
to be Schuylkill Counties most
frequently selected funeral home
and crematory.
• Two Comfortable, Beautiful
Funeral Homes to serve your needs
• Secure, Private, On-site Crematory
• Certified Celebrants On Staff
• Veterans Experts
• Grief Support and Aftercare
Services

TRUST US, IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

Geschwindt-Stabingas and Ebling Stabingas Funeral Homes owns and
operates the area’s only private, on-site crematory. You can rest assured
that your loved one will never leave our care, never change hands and
the cremation process will never be outsourced.

A Few Reasons to Choose Ebling for Cremation
1. We personally perform the cremation ensuring your loved one never leaves our care.
2. We are a private crematory, doing our own cremations.
3. Crematory available for inspection anytime.
4. Embalming not required.
5. We explain your options and respect your wishes.
6. Peace of mind for you and your family.
7. Our staff has over 80 years of experience in the death
care industry. Our wisdom leads to a better experience
for the families we serve.
8. Heritage: We are proud to have served Schuylkill County families in their time of need for over
100 years.

25 East Main St | Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Gary H. Geschwindt, Supervisor

570-385-3381

26 Chestnut St | Cressona, PA 17929
C. Elmer Ebling, Supervisor

570-385-3050

91502-1409-1

On-site & private cremation, not outsourced...the difference is peace of mind for your entire family.
–3–
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Online bill pay delays can be avoided
Schuylkill Haven utility customers are cautioned
that delays may occur when making utility bill
payments online using
services other than the
one established by the
Borough.
The Borough’s online
payment procedure is
through its website www.
schuylkillhaven.org and
clicking on “PAY MY BILL NOW!” that will take you to
the secure site www.municipalonlinepayments.com/
schuylkillhavenpa.
Be advised, the Borough is not affiliated in any
way with the online bill pay site “doxo.” Some utility
customers have paid their bill through the “doxo”
website believing they were paying directly to the
Borough.
In several instances there was a delay in that
payment reaching the Borough, thereby missing
the due date with late fees then charged to the
account. Customers having further questions should
call Borough Hall utilities at 570-385-2841.

Borough Office holidays
The Schuylkill Haven Borough municipal office
and employee operations will be closed in observance
of the following holidays in 2019: January 1 (New

Strouse Brothers, Inc.
Excavating & Septic Service
P.S.M.A. Member

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
Installed, Replaced
and Repaired
• Septic Tanks &
Cesspools Cleaned

• Year Round
Cleaning

• Pumps
Serviced
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Years Day), April 19 (Good Friday), May 27 (Memorial
Day), July 4 (Independence Day), September 2 (Labor
Day), November 11 (Veterans Day), November 28
and 29 (Thanksgiving), and December 24 and 25
(Christmas).

Craft Brew Fest
The Walk In Art
Center events venue
will host a Craft Brew
Fest on Saturday,
Feb. 23 from 2 to 5
p.m. An admission
will be charged
with all net proceeds supporting the services of the Our Haven Foundation. All participants must
be 21 years of age and older. – Continued on Page 6

Mayor’s Message
– Continued from Page 1
Now, back to my original statement of “Call
the fire department.” That’s exactly what I did. The
Schuylkill Haven Fire Department brought out two
very large ladder trucks and parked them on the
paved street surfaces at opposite sides of Parkway,
extending the ladders beside the tree to enable wrapping it with Christmas lights.
They did a wonderful job. So, a big thanks to our
fire companies. They really stepped up and saved the
day and the season.

Looking to the future
The Schuylkill Haven Police Department is in the
process of hiring a new full time officer and a new
part time officer. Final decisions have not yet been
made, but a couple of new faces should be on duty in
the spring.
If you haven’t heard of the new Schuylkill Haven
Strategic Planning Initiative, read on. If we go back
to 2006, a study through surveys determined future
needs in the Borough that led to a plan to set goals to
achieve those needs.
Several groups have since formed and, slowly
but surely, these goals began to be reached. As time
passed, the groups focused on their own goals and
the general direction strayed from the original plan.
Now, moving forward to 2019, Lorraine Felker
is gathering the groups together, adding Penn State
Schuylkill to the mix, and also involving the Schuylkill
Chamber of Commerce and Schuylkill Haven Borough
Council. Voila, the new Strategic Planning Committee
was formed.
The group met for the first time recently to discuss the new direction. The principals will meet regularly in the future, setting new goals. Others in the
community interested to help lead the Borough’s new
direction are invited to attend a meeting to share your
thoughts. The public is always invited.
– Mike Devlin, Mayor
–4–

Retirement

Life

Business

Home

Auto

As a local agent,
I’m here for you.
SERVING PENNSYLVANIA FOR 22 YEARS.
#

#

At the Anthony Mercado Agency, we have a long history
of doing what’s right. That includes a tradition of
personal attention, and being right here in Orwigsburg
and Allentown to help you protect what’s most important.

Anthony Mercado

mercada3@nationwide.com
570-366-2368
217 E. Market St.
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

7540 Windsor Dr., Ste. 107
Allentown, PA 18195

Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide is On Your Side, and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company. © 2018 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0784AO (06/18)
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 4

How do holidays affect trash/recycling?
County Waste observes six major holidays –
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Years Day
– that may change the normal Monday or
Tuesday trash collection and the weekly
Thursday recycling collection.
Of course, Memorial Day and Labor
Day always fall on a Monday. Normal
collection that takes place on Monday
will be delayed one day to Tuesday and
the normal Tuesday collection will be delayed to
Wednesday. Thursday’s curbside recycling collection
is also delayed one day to Friday pick-up.
This year both Independence Day and Thanksgiving
Day fall on a Thursday. Normal Monday and Tuesday
trash collection will not be affected, but Thursday’s
recycling will be delayed one day to Friday.
Christmas and New Years Day 2020 fall on a
Wednesday. Trash collection will not be affected, but
recycling will be delayed one day to Friday.
Residents are cautioned to place trash and recyclables after 5 p.m., but before midnight, the evening
before collection and to remove containers immediately after collection.

Move vehicles for street sweeper

the Borough’s street sweeper to take away the dirt
and grime of winter.
The street sweeper will operate
– Tuesday thru Friday – beginning
the first two weeks in April and the
first full week each month thereafter through November. Note the
following dates: April 2-5 and 9-12,
May 7-10, June 4-7, July 2-5, August
6-9, September 3-6, October 1-4,
and November 5-8.
Vehicles remaining on the street during sweeper
hours/days will be ticketed. Violators face a $15 fine
by Schuylkill Haven Police. There is no exemption for
disabled vehicles.
Check the posted sign on your street for the
appropriate day. Direct any questions to the police
department at 570-385-9111.

Art in the Park
A day of music, food, showcased art and demonstrations, homemade crafts and a whole lot more
– “Art in the Park” – will be held again this spring at
Bubeck Park. A partnership of sponsors, including
the Recreation Department, Walk In Art Center, and
Healthy Haven, the date is yet to be announced.

Community garden is sprouting

As we move from winter to spring, so too comes

Schuylkill Haven will create a Community Garden
– Continued on Page 8

Located at the

Schuylkill Haven Area
Elementary Center

	Pet Feeds & Supplies
	Livestock Feeds &
Supples
Wildlife/Wild Bird Feeds
& Supplies
Custom Grinding
	Lawn & Garden Supplies

Pa Pre K Counts FREE Preschool
• 5 hour educational day
• Meals included
• Certified teachers
• PA Early Learning Standards

Call today to get an application
Space is limited to 2 classrooms

We are taking applications for 2019-2020
school year; selection is in May.
Children must be age 3 on or before Sept. 1, 2020.

570-544-8959 ext. 212

570-544-8245

Income guidelines for a
family of 4 is $75,300

Pick Yourour
Price frocmket!
coal buPrice)

Call today to see
if you qualify!

(For Coal

“Ready for School and a Lifetime of Learning”

Mulch •Topsoil
Crushed STONE
Decorative Stone • Rock

We have Rice, Buck, Nut and Pea Coal Bulk and
Bags-Pick up ONLY! Stop in or call for details.

Proud Member of

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

Proud member of the Schuylkill United Way
Haven Highlights FEBRUARY 2019

Get the coal before
the cold gets you!
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Coal Delivery Available

Mammoth Materials

Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

Open Any Personal Checking Account and
Get a Cash Bonus of $150!
At all our oﬃces across 12 Pennsylvania counties, we remain true to
local personal service while oﬀering easy ways to bank digitally.
$150 says you’ll like how we ﬁt into your life!
Simply open ANY NEW Personal Checking Account and either set up a
qualifying Direct Deposit1 OR enroll in Online Banking and pay three
qualifying online bill payments within 60 days
of account opening.2

RiverviewBankPA.com | 1-888-765-7551
New Customers Only, one oﬀer per individual or account, maximum bonus of $150; consumer natural persons only. All accounts, services, and devices subject to approval.
Minimum balance to earn reward is $25.00 1Direct Deposit must be payroll, pension, or other monthly income from a third party equal to a minimum of $250.00 to be
eligible. 2Customer must have Online24 to enroll in online bill payment. A qualifying online bill payment can be paid in any denomination to a U.S. company or individual
and must be posted and clear account within ﬁrst 60 days to qualify. Online bill payments up to 15 items are provided at no charge to the customer, over 15 items are
charged $0.50 each. Bank reserves the right to disqualify oﬀer if accounts are not opened in good faith or not in good standing at time bonus is paid. Bonus will be paid
within 61 to 75 days of account opening and is subject to tax reporting. Oﬀer subject to withdrawal or change at any time. Rewards are subject to IRS Tax Reporting and
will be issued a 1099-INT form. See Bank Representative for further details.
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 6
plot at Bubeck Park for Borough residents to grow their own flowers
and produce. Raised beds will be
available at a cost of $5 per year
to residents; free for seniors, 65
years and older; and free for
first responders and veterans.
A “construction day” has
been scheduled for Saturday,
March 16 to build the raised
beds. Interested volunteers are
invited to help create this community project.
The plot is made possible through a partnership
of the Schuykill River Greenways Assoc., Schuylkill
VISION, and the Healthy Schuylkill Communities initiative.
The Community Garden manager is Hannah Burke.
Email Jeanne Elberfield of Schuylkill VISION at jelberfield@schuylkillvision.com for additional information
and to reserve your area.

Historical Society news
The Schuylkill Haven Historical Society offers its
collection and displays for public viewing on Saturday
mornings from 9 a.m. to noon at its headquarters
at Houck Hall, 10 West Columbia St. (adjacent to
the RBMN Railroad just off Union Street), Schuylkill
Haven.

Newsletter Particulars

“Haven Highlights” is a quarterly newsletter
of the Borough of Schuylkill Haven distributed to
2,900 households within the borough.
The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Publication dates for the next 3 issues are

May 17, August 16, and November 15, 2019

News Submittals

The society can be reached by mail at P.O. Box
524, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 or by phone by contacting Treasurer James Caravan at 570-385-0289 or
President Daniel Reed at 570-899-3399.
Monthly meetings of the society are held the
third Tuesday at its headquarters beginning at 7 p.m.
Members, guests and the public are invited to attend.
Membership in the Schuylkill Haven Historical
Society is always encouraged. Dues, along with funds
from the sale of items and donations from charitable
organizations, provide the money needed to operate
the society for the year. Its costs include rent for the
facility, supplies and equipment for cataloging, displaying, maintaining, and organizing the collection.
Displays are changed throughout the year and a
themed display created for Schuylkill Haven Borough
Day. Visit the Schuylkill Haven Historical Society on
your next opportunity. There is always something
new (and old) for you to discover.

Pavilion, park, and center rentals
Looking
for
a place to have a
meeting, party or
event? Pavilions
at Bubeck Park
and Island Park
are available for
rental between the hours of 7 a.m. and dusk. The
Neighborhood/Senior Center, which includes a gymnasium and two rooms, is also available to rent.

Lions Club news
As

a

community-minded organization, the
Schuylkill Haven Lions Club is always looking for ways to serve needs in the town.
The group sponsors many activities,
including a pancake breakfast in the high
school cafeteria to kick off Memorial Day
festivities each year and a food stand with
basket raffle as part of Borough Day. Funds
are also raised and donated to the local food pantry.
If you are looking for a unique way to serve your
community, the Schuylkill Haven Lions invite you to
a meeting to learn about the organization. Call Jerry
Reichert at 570-640-0921.

Nonprofit and community organizations within the Borough are invited to submit news items
for consideration. Written submittals must be received by Kathy Killian in the Borough Offices, secretary@schuylkillhaven.org or call 570-385-2841
for info, four weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising

Custom Cakes
for All Occasions.

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Schuylkill Haven are invited to
advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing for more information by
calling Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements
must be received at least three weeks prior to
the publication dates. Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance by the Borough of Schuylkill Haven.
Haven Highlights FEBRUARY 2019

Chocolates
Candy Making Supplies
Fresh Baked Bread

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com
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Schuylkill Haven Recreation News
Get the latest Recreation Department information
on scheduling and activities by visiting the website
www.havenrec.com, “liking” on Facebook at /havenrec or by Twitter @havenrec. You can always call 570385-1313 or stop at the office in the Senior Citizen /
Neighborhood Recreation Center, 340 Haven St. Office
hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Just a reminder, if Schuylkill Haven Area School
District cancels school for the day or dismisses early
due to inclement weather, all Recreation Department
programs will also be cancelled for the day and evening.

Cully Classic and Haven Hoopfest
Each year the Rec. Department hosts these two
youth basketball tournaments in the month of
February. Participating teams, coaches, and parents
donate time and finances to make these tourneys a
success.
Proceeds are reinvested back into the Schuylkill
Haven community by providing funds for the fireworks display at Safety Night Out. This summer this
will be held on Saturday, July 6.

T-Ball sign-ups
Sign-Ups for the T-Ball program can be completed
online. A late fee will be assessed after March 31. This
league emphasizes fundamentals and team play for
children ages four to six. Players must turn four, and

cannot turn seven, by April 30. All games are played
on Saturdays, beginning in mid-May, at the Island
Park fields.

Open gym times
Looking for something to do during the winter
months? Check the website for open gym schedules.
The Rec. Center offers hours for pick-up basketball
games (adult, high school, and middle school age
groups) and adult volleyball. There is a cost of $1
for students (Haven school district) and $3 for adults
(Borough residents). Non-district students and nonresident adults are charged $3 and $5, respectively.

Collegiate softball at Island Park
The Penn State Schuylkill women’s softball team
will play its home opener at the Island Park fields
against Penn State Mont Alto on March 15 at 3 p.m.
Spectators are encouraged to turn out. This is a great
chance to see collegiate play on our own community
fields.

Spring is right around the corner
The annual event to welcome warmer weather and
encourage enjoyment of the outdoors – Spring Out!
– will again be held at Bubeck Park. The date will be
announced soon. Spring Out! is a free “get-outdoors”
event with demonstrations and activities on fishing,
wildlife, bird-watching, kayaking, and hiking … just
to name a few.

The Bedway Mall
Route 61 – Center Avenue • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Phone: 570-385-4976 • Fax: 570-385-0130
Email: melon398@comcast.net

Subway • TJ Nails Salon • Hanger Prosthetics
Trina’s Tresses Hair Salon • Regency Finance Company
Berkshire Hathaway Homesale Realty
Mt. Fuji Hibachi and Sushi
–9–
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Borough Utilities … Streets, Electric & More
Parks and Recreation
The Biddy Basketball season is a busy one in
Schuylkill Haven. It’s primary aim is to enable our
youth to develop their skills both on and off the
court. With the help of a supportive community, experienced coaches, and a competent recreation staff,
we saw lots of wins this season – a record number of
registrants, impressive concession sales, and foundational growth in each of our players.
But one of the greatest wins of all came from a
special player and team from our Division One level.
This is Zach’s story.
Zach’s parents came to the Rec. Department looking for a program that would fit his unique set of
needs. We believed basketball would provide him with
a challenge and a positive social experience.
After weeks of practice, Zach’s hard work finally
paid off. During a Tuesday night scrimmage, Zach –
wearing his signature turquoise glasses – made the
first basket of his career.
The reaction from his team was spectacular. As
the ball dropped through the net, Zach’s teammates
and coaches cheered and hoisted him onto their
shoulders in celebration of his accomplishment. It
was a true win for Zach, his teammates, and our
Recreation Department.
Tim Elmore, president and founder of Growing
Leaders, states: “When your child is done with sports
and the ‘glory days’ are over, what will be left? Will it

be more than trophies and news clippings? Hopefully
it will be a strong foundation of character that will
keep growing as he or she does.”
At the Recreation Department, we strive to provide opportunities for our youth to develop strong
character and a sense of teamwork that will take them
beyond their experience in athletics.
– Ryan Wehr, Recreation Manager

Water Distribution & Wastewater
Wow, what a relief! The holidays are
behind us and hopefully the pace has
slowed down a bit for everyone.
Winter presents some interesting
challenges for the Borough’s Water
Department. The dreaded water leaks
in the middle of the night always seem
to occur during the coldest of times.
Frantic calls from customers reporting they have no water because their water
pipes or water meters are frozen … or that they need
their water service shut off as soon as possible due to
burst pipes … result in trying times for all.
Emergencies like these, especially when they occur
after normal work hours in the middle of the night,
take time for us to respond. We assemble a crew,
dress appropriately for the weather conditions, and
respond from our home to the maintenance garage
to pick up our vehicles and respond to your address.

E. D. D. M.
Every

Door

Direct

Mail

Simon Maurer Agnès Maurer
violin

Gerall Hieser
Cello

Sun., February 24, 3 p.m. – Works by Bach,

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!

Telemann, Shaw, Beethoven, Bridge and Mozart
guest artists:
Barbara Jaffe, violin; Anthony Cecere, french horn

You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 18.7 cents each in postage.

Sun., April 7, 3 p.m. – Works by Ravel and Brahms

Get Your Business
Name Out There!

Featuring: Dana Allaband, violin
Renée Warnick, viola • Jesus Morales, cello

Jerusalem Lutheran Church • 252 Dock St., Sch. Haven

Adult $20 • Seniors $15 • Students free

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

Gabriel Youth Orchestra Spring Concert

South Schuylkill

Matthew Tenaglia, Music Director

Sunday, April 28 – 3 p.m. – $5.00 General
Admission

Printing & Publishing

D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium • Pottsville Area Middle School

960 E. Main Street • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • 570-943-2558
www.gabrielensemble.org
Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

www.SouthSchuylkill.com
Haven Highlights FEBRUARY 2019

viola

gce@gabrielensemble.org
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Gabriel Youth Orchestra

Borough Utilities … Streets, Electric & More
Residents and property owners can improve our
response time by doing the following in advance of
the emergency.
• Make sure your home has the large street address
numbers mounted near the front door or on the
mailbox. Turn your porch light on.
• Know ahead of time the approximate location of
your curb or sidewalk water access box that is
over the service shutoff valve.
• Check your home in the area of your water meter
and where your water service line enters your
home for drafts of cold air. Insulate or plug these
drafts to prevent freeze-ups.
• Clear a path after each snow event from the street
or sidewalk to your electric meter or meter-reading device.
• If you live near a fire hydrant, please shovel the
snow away and keep it clear for the fire department in the event of an emergency.
– Carter Hoffman, Distribution/Collection

Power up with the Electric Department
Another year has come and gone. The Borough’s
Electric Department completed several major
upgrades to its system.
Substation upgrades to our operating buss tie
divides it into two feeds allowing us to work inside
the substation without shifting loads to different

lines. We also added a new bay that consists of new buss work, a 15KV breaker,
and voltage regulators. In addition we
completed a new 12KV line to feed
loads on the north side of town. Three
new airbrakes were also installed
allowing us to tie lines together
from different circuits, making our
system more reliable.
The department also replaced backyard pole lines not accessible with trucks,
then pulled in new secondary wires and ran new services to the homes.
We constantly identify needs and schedule
upgrades to make our system better and more reliable. Our town has been on a one-line feed due to
PPL’s construction on its own transmission infrastructure, making the overall system better with restore
times faster on their side.
The Borough’s electric distribution system is protected by vacuum circuit breakers. When you see a
quick blink in your power, this indicates the breaker
activated, an indication to you that the breaker did
its job.
Anything that comes in contact with our primary
lines – such as birds, squirrels, or trees – will trip the
line. On that line we have insulators, transformers,
switches and lightning arrestors that could fail from
– Continued on Page 12
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– Continued from Page 11
age, its insulation break down, or just being out in
the weather its whole life. We try catching a lot of
this with infrared scans and other electrical tests, but
sometimes they could fail at inopportune times.
Our department is here to make repairs when outages occur. If a customer sees or has a power outage
you can report it to Borough Hall at (570) 385-2841
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday. After
hours, call the Schuylkill County Communications
Center non-emergency number at (570) 628-3792. Or
try the Schuylkill Haven Police Department at (570)
385-9111. All will be able to contact the proper personnel for response.
– Jim Haeseler, Foreman, Electric Dept.

Highway Department
With winter underway, just a reminder to residents near street storm drains – please clear snow
away from the drains. Do not pile the snow on them
or in intersections. Freezing and thawing following
a snow event could create ice jams that extend far
beyond the normal street drainage, causing a significant safety hazard to pedestrians and motorists.
While following any emergency vehicle, give ample
room between yourself and that vehicle.
Ice skating on Stoyer’s Dam has been something
youngsters and oldsters look forward to since before
my time. But, taking a risk is not worth your life or

injury. Don’t wander onto the dam before the ice has
reached a thickness (at least six inches) needed to
skate safely.
Signs posted around the dam stating “No Skating
Thin Ice” will be covered when it is okay to skate.
Yard waste will still be collected through the winter months on the second Monday of the month. In
the event of bad weather or other emergency, pick-up
could be delayed.
A sure sign of spring is the re-emergence of the
Borough’s street sweeper. The sweeper operates the
first Tuesday to Friday of each month, April through
November. In order to clear winter’s dirt and debris,
the second Tuesday to Friday in April will also have
the sweeper operating. If a holiday falls on any of the
listed operation dates, the sweeper will not run on
the holiday.
– Brian O. Murray, Highway Department

Water Treatment Plant
The next time you get your Pennsylvania Vehicle
Registration renewal in the mail, read the attachment. Section 3709 of the state Vehicle Code provides
for a fine of up to $300 for “… dropping, throwing
or depositing any waste paper, sweepings, ashes,
household waste, glass, metal, refuse or rubbish
upon any highway, public or private property without
consent of the owner or onto the waterways of the
Commonwealth from a vehicle.”

Moyer’s Car Care

In Town Self Storage
of Orwigsburg

570-739-4477

2 locations to serve you
750 South Liberty Street
231 South Wayne Street

Approved
Auto Repair

Auto Parts & Services
24 Hour Towing

570-750-1555

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven
www.MoyersCarCare.net

• Replace
• Fuel Injection
• Computer
Engines &
Transmissions Diagnostics
& Repairs
• Major Engine • Brakes
Repairs
• Foreign & Domestic

We have 11 different
size units with 11 different
prices. Units vary in size
from 5x5 to 12x30 with door
openings of 8-, 9-, 10-foot high to accommodate large items.
Our units are unique. They have extra
large inside heights offering you more space
for your money.

• Tune Ups
• Batteries
• AC & Heating
Repairs
• Tires
• Alignments

40 OFF 10 OFF

$

00

Purchase of
4 New Tires &
4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 4/30/2019
Haven Highlights FEBRUARY 2019

$

00

Transmission
Flush

24 hour security cameras

Additional cost on additional
parts may be required
See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 4/30/2019

Family owned and operated.
– 12 –

Borough Utilities … Streets, Electric & More
When I submitted my first newsletter article I
wrote about the Tumbling Run water treatment plant,
the reservoirs, and how we should protect them and
watch for people littering.
With the coming of spring and all that the outdoors has to offer, I’d like to expand that notion to
include the Schuylkill River watershed. Whatever we
do here could affect the Schuylkill River all the way
down stream to Philadelphia, the lower Delaware
River, and into the Delaware Bay.
The Borough website will soon post the 2017
Consumer Confidence Report with annual test results
on the borough’s drinking water.
– Kevin Butz, Water Treatment Plant

Wastewater Treatment
As time marches on, our society gets increasingly
inundated with technology. The favorable job market
of late is presenting competitive opportunities. Young
folks in school continue to be challenged with tough
decisions on career choices.
Not all students are cut out for college. There
are many trades that require very little to no college
degree … just a passion and talent for the work.
The wastewater and drinking water fields are
trades. That’s right! It’s a trade to be a Waste or Water
Operator. It requires a long skill-set list.
An operator needs math skills, map reading and
problem solving skills. They need mechanical skill,

along with some chemistry and biology training to
perform lab procedures and testing to make process
control decisions.
An operator must pass a test administered by the
state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to be licensed. This certification program was put into
place to protect the public health and so the operator
can know that he, or she, is doing their best to protect
the waterways of our state.
Most wastewater and drinking water operators
are in the 50-59 years old age bracket. A scarcity of
younger operators and the potential retirement of a
large group of older operators in the coming years
means job opportunities are available.
So, maybe you’re saying “what does this have to
do with me.” Our local schools have the talent among
their students to fill these operator jobs.
If you know a young person who may need some
guidance in this area, have them contact Borough
Hall with their interest to talk to me at the Treatment
Plant, maybe take a tour, or just get some questions
answered. I’d be more than happy to offer any guidance possible.
This is a rapidly growing technical field that, not
only needs operators, needs technicians, chemists,
and engineers … all requiring some education beyond
high school. This year, learn something new about the
gift of water and how we keep it clean!
– Ron Schultz, Foreman, Waste Water Treatment
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OHF – Our Haven Foundation
New Businesses, Town Video, and Brew Fest
Good things are happening! Schuylkill Haven’s
downtown Central Business District is buzzing with
activity. Six new retail shops have opened their doors
recently. The Greater Schuylkill Haven Area Business
Association (GSHABA) joins OHF in extending a warm
welcome and wish for great success in our community.
Get to know these new Main Street businesses:
BRUSH STROKES – Offering DIY “Paint & Create”
workshops and classes for those who aspire
to become accomplished artists and crafters. Stop in and have a look around. It’s
located between The Jungle and Bruce
Werner’s barber shop on Main.
TAKE ME HOME Consignment Shop
– Featuring a full line of women’s apparel and accessories, this shop is located adjacent to the Downtown
Tavern on West Main St. just below the railroad tracks.
DOGGIE DELIGHTS – Billed as a “canine bakery,”
this shop on E. Main St. across from Santander Bank
serves up a variety of treats (even birthday cakes!) for
your furry friends.
BLUSH BRIDAL EVENTS – Located on E. Main
between Bella Floral and Doggie Delights, this shop
specializes in bridal consulting services.
ALCHEMIST’S COVE – This is a fun-for-all-ages
place to check out, offering a large assortment of

comic books, board games and models. It’s located in
the Lori’s Angels building complex off West Main St.
adjacent to the railroad tracks.
THE LITTLE DIPPER – This ice cream shop, located in the former Pflueger Insurance building on E.
Main, opened successfully in the spring of 2018.

Promotional video and Craft Brew Fest
The OHF Board of Directors last fall gave the
“green light” to fully fund the production of
a Community Video showcasing The Little
Town That Could. Board member Vicky
Norris retained the services of area videographer Frank Fabrizio. The video completion is expected in early spring.
The 4th annual Craft Brew Fest, sponsored by Our Haven Foundation will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 23 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the third floor
gallery of the Walk In Art Center on the Parkway.
Participants must be at least 21 years of age and
will be able to sample more than 20 craft brew varieties (listed on the OHF Facebook page). Complimentary
chili, vegetable soup, and assorted breads will also be
offered.
Tickets can be purchased in advance ($30) at
Country Beverage, located west of Schuylkill Haven
near the intersection of Rts. 443/183, and at Spotts

Lewis’ General Store
22 E. Main St. Schuylkill Haven
570-385-2460

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

107 Rt. 183 North • Schuylkill Haven

Conveniently Located on Rt. 183, Just North of the Rt. 443 Intersection

570-739-3610

Hours: Mon - Sat 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Large
selection of
Craft
Domestic
& Imports
Now Selling

EGG-CITING EASTER OFFERINGS
Specialty Gift Baskets • Chocolate Easter Eggs
Our Easter Bunny can make them for you!
OPEN: TH/FRI 11-6 | SAT 9-1 | NOW TO 4/1
EASTER HRS START 4/3
Stop in and try a sample of our new yummy chocolate line

HAVE A SWEET DAY!

6 packs and
Singles
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– ABOUT US! –

$1.00 cards, 48 ft – Everday/Seasonal
Huge selection of gummies and old fashioned candies
Chocolates, salted caramels, peanut butter, Plus More!
Balloons – Mylars & Latex
Gift Baskets – snack, bagel & muffin, candy
We customize and deliver 24/7 and we will return your call
Wonderful scarves, jewelry & Eliese’s Natural Soaps
Plush animals & baby gifts from Bearington Bears
Communion, Confirmation, & Anniversary items
Candles and unique gift merchandise
Seasonal holiday items – Easter, Mother’s Day, Graduation,
Fall & Christmas
• Large selection of fun age-related birthday gifts
• We specialize in candy buffets for all events

Follow and check us out on
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Watch for Easter idea videos

R&J Tours – 2019

Our Haven Foundation
Insurance or Lewis’ General Store, both located in
downtown Schuylkill Haven. The admission price on
the day of the Fest will be $35. The event will be held
rain, snow, or shine.

A look behind and a path forward
OHF was created from a need and a vision …
begun through a grassroots campaign attracting volunteers in the spring of 2009. It has since evolved
into a structured, purpose-driven organization led by
a dedicated group with diverse experiences and backgrounds. These individuals all share the commitment
to stimulate and sustain growth and vitality in our
community’s Central Business District (CBD).
OHF will soon celebrate its 10th anniversary as
an organization. As we plan for the next decade, we
remain fully committed to honor the spirit and letter of Our Haven Foundation’s Mission Statement
– “dedicated to revitalizing Downtown Schuylkill
Haven through strong partnerships and community
activism.”
Working toward that future reality, OHF takes its
cue from author Jack Schultz in his seminal book –
Boom Town USA – examining how small towns best
prosper. His P-E-O-P-L-E approach is a blueprint to
confront challenges and capitalize on opportunities.
P – Plan; E – Enlist allies; O – Observe opponents;
P – Present the plan; L – Lead by example; and E –
Engage others.

Call for dates – Gourmet Food Shopping�������������������������������������������$46
Call for dates – NYC Free Day������������������������������������������������������������������$45
Call for dates – Washington DC Free Day��������������������������������������������$49
March 2-10 – Phila Flower Show������������������������������������������������������������ call
March 5 – California Dreaming @ Hunterdon Hills��������������������������$94
March 15 – The Irish Cabaret @ Hunterdon Hills������������������������������$97
March 16 – St. Patrick’s Day Parade�������������������������������������������������������$45
March 20 – Menopause the Musical @ Caesars��������������������������������$86
April 6 – Murder at Mount Hope Mansion�����������������������������������������$80
April 13 – A Century of Song @ Antietam Recreation������������������*$88
April 14 – Branson on the Road-DADT�������������������������������������������������$96
April 16 – Take Me Away @ Hunterdon Hills��������������������������������������$96
April 20 – Baltimore National Aquarium�������������������������������������������*$70
April 27 – Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat�������$94
April 27 – New York International Auto Show�����������������������������������$56
May 1 – Ovation @ AMT��������������������������������������������������������������������������*$73
May 4 – American Girl Place��������������������������������������������������������������������$85
May 4 – National Zoo���������������������������������������������������������������������������������$48
May 7 – Sweet & Salty, Creamy & Crunchy�����������������������������������������$77
OVERNIGHTS
Call for dates – Dover Downs�����������������������$125 P/P DBL Occupancy
April 26-28 – Virginia International Tattoo�� $582 p/p DBL Occupancy
May 4-5 – Cayuga Lake Wine Trail������������� $297 p/p DBL Occupancy
May 25-28 – Memorial Day in DC�������������� $854 p/p DBL Occupancy
*Child Rates Available

TOURS

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!
www.rjtours.com

P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120 • printing@southschuylkill.net

2019 Business Plan

FREE

Business Cards
(One Design / Full Color / Qty. 500)

With Order of Full Color

Envelopes or
Letterheads or
EDDM Postcard
Limit one coupon per order. Expires 5/1/19

EDDM
postCards
(Every Door Direct Mail)

18.7¢ Postage

2019 Home Plan

20% OFF

We Design It
Print It
& Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com
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Yard or Garage
Sale Signs!
With This Coupon

• BIG 14” x 22”
• Bright Red & Yellow

Yard Stakes Available
Take 20% OFF
Expires 5/1/19

Office Hours:
Mon. thru Thurs.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Friday
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PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID

Pottsville PA
17901
Permit No. 65

Borough of Schuylkill Haven
333 Center Avenue
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Official Matter
of Schuylkill Haven Borough

ECRWSS Postal Customer
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

K
THINNG!
SPRI H 20
C
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25
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When you think insurance . . . think Spotts!

Haven Highlights FEBRUARY 2019

– 16 –

