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Working Together, Pine Grove Continues to Progress

Holding Line on Taxes; Constantly Improving
“Never argue with stupid people, they will
drag you down to their level and then beat you
with experience.” – Mark Twain.

We’re near the end of the winter season. In the not-too-distant
future we can look forward to
warmer temperatures and everything growing again.
I know most people complain
about the cold and snowy winters, as do I at times. Many complain how hot it gets in the summer and then welcome the cooler
temperatures of fall. I’ve lived
WILL SHIFFER
in warm and snowless climates.
Mayor
That does have its benefits; but, I
think I prefer having distinct seasons. The best way to

deal with the seasons is to make sure you have activities to do throughout the year.
Once again, I remind everyone to do your spring
cleanup around your property. Everyone wants a nice
place in which to live and to be proud of their town
and surroundings. As I get around the county, I do
get positive comments from people about Pine Grove.
Certainly, there are always improvements that can be
made and we’re always looking for ways to make our
town better.

Business advancements are impressive
Speaking of improvements, I’m pleased to see the
new feed mill getting back on track. Any time a citizen
or a business is making improvements, it benefits all
of us. Great job to the Lehr family and Matt Brandt’s
– Continued on Page 2

Steady Borough Improvements Take Planning and Coordination

Water Main Replacement, Paving Set to Get Underway
Contract work to replace the S. Tulpehocken
Street water main will begin as soon as the weather
breaks. The project entails excavating the main street from the
traffic light at Pottsville Street
south to the intersection with Rt.
895 and then replacing the main
water line. New lateral lines to
properties on both sides of the
street will be installed from the
main to the curb stops located in
the sidewalk.
The trench will be filled and a
TOM FICKINGER
pavement patching material laid
Councilman
to await the PennDOT repaving
project that will finish the surface. PennDOT’s work
on Rt. 443 will start at the south end of the Borough

on S. Tulpehocken St., continue to the traffic light
intersection, and then follow East Pottsville St. to
just past Pine Grove Area High School. PennDOT is
also responsible to install sidewalk ADA (American’s
with Disabilities Act) ramps at each crosswalk of the
highway.

Water system expansion/improvements
The state Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) will conduct the pump-out test to determine the
capacity of each of the two water wells drilled recently. Also to be checked is the draw-down effect on all
adjacent private homeowner wells.
Piping to connect the two wells to a chlorine
– Continued on Page 4
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Regular Council Meeting:
Third Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
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construction company on this new facility following
the fire that destroyed the original.
The Original Italian Pizza restaurant renovated
the old church on the corner of S. Tulpehocken and
High streets and has made the move to this location.
Made in PGA, selling all things local, is now located in the previous Barto’s store at 61 S. Tulpehocken.
Across the street at 62 S. Tulpehocken, we now
have Ryan’s Trophies that purchased and moved the
previous R&J Trophies store from the traffic light
intersection.
And, St. Peters United Church of Christ at 277 S.
Tulphocken recently bought the property adjacent
and raised the house to provide additional parking.
We have great businesses in town. Before going
elsewhere, think about supporting our local merchants first.

A favorite topic … TAXES!
If you remember your history lessons from school,
the primary reason our forefathers declared independence from the King of England was because of taxation without representation put on the colonies.
Now we have representation, but at times it may
not seem much better. Not to get too political here …
President Trump and Congress were able to get most
of us a tax break from the federal government. But,
other taxing authorities have increased the amount
taken from us in taxes.
The county has raised taxes for each of the last
two years and our school district raised taxes last
year. Hopefully PGA can balance its budget this year
without a tax increase.
This past year the county threw in an additional
$5 for auto registration to fix bridges. If you recall,
a few years back under Governor Corbett, the state
passed a tax that levied over a 3-year period on gasoline to specifically pay for roads and bridges.
Of all the states, Pennsylvania has the highest
gasoline tax at 58.2 cents on every gallon. I suppose
Schuylkill County just isn’t getting the benefit from
that state tax. I’m not against fixing roads and bridges
and making sure they are safe, but it seems we’re getting hammered twice for the same thing.

PUBLIC WORKS
Tom Fickinger Terry Noll

•
•
PROPERTY & NATURAL RESOURCES
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger•Tony Gurski
FLOOD MITIGATION
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Tony Gurski
COMMUNITY DEV. • PARKS & RECREATION
Len Clark•Scott Zimmerman
PUBLIC SAFETY
Tony Gurski•Terry Noll
Len Clark
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Custom Cakes
for All Occasions.
Chocolates
Candy Making Supplies
Fresh Baked Bread

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
When I was still teaching and working with the
JROTC program at the high school, one part of the
curriculum I taught the cadets/students was financial
management. On the first page of the first lesson,
the topic was learning and knowing the difference
between “needs” and “wants.” Needs are things like
food, shelter, clothing, an auto to get to work; stuff
to survive on. Wants are having a cell phone, $100
sneakers, flat screen TV, eating out at restaurants.
Certainly, we must have taxes if we are to have the
services we want and in many cases need. We definitely need good schools. We must have police services.
Following a snow storm you want the roads cleared
to allow travel. You want safe roads and bridges. We
need a strong military. And, there are many more
“needs” our tax dollars fund.
I would just like to see our taxing authorities
think a little more when budgeting and take a hard
look at needs vs. wants. The people who have the
authority to raise our taxes are typically ones who can
afford those increases without too much strain on the
family budget.
As you all know, when buying a home, you never
really own it. Even after all those mortgage payments
to the bank and finally paying it off, you will still have
to make the tax payments to your local municipality,
school district and the county. I would like to see an
exemption for property taxes to end after a set period
of time. No one should ever lose their home because

One last thing – this edition of The Evergreen presents information about the Hometown Heroes Banner
Program, sponsored by the Pine Grove Lions Club and
coordinated by Charlie Zimmerman. Consider honoring or remembering a veteran family member or
friend with a banner.
– Will Shiffer, Mayor

CALL US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS
WE’VE GOT YOUR MATERIALS

MULCHES • SOILS • DECORATIVE STONE
DRIVEWAY AND DRAINAGE STONE • PLANTS
SAND • CERTIFIED PLAYGROUND MULCH
FIELDSTONE AND WALL STONE • STRAW
WEED BARRIER • LOAD HANDLER PRODUCTS

g

TB

s
d
n
a ca

Honor a veteran

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation
Services in Schuylkill County
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KRAMER’S SOLID ROCK DBA

the property taxes were so high and unaffordable.
Our Pine Grove Borough Council once again did
a great job on our budget for this year. It is a very
tight budget that has been scrutinized in great detail.
All line items have been looked at on numerous occasions.
There are things I would have liked for the police
department … funds for additional officers and coverage. Our Police Chief and his officers do a great job.
We just can’t afford 24/7 coverage right now.
The streets and water department do a great job
with what they have and some of their requests didn’t
get filled. Our office personnel work hard to maximize
production in each of their areas of responsibility.
Considering all of this, once again the borough
has held the line on not raising taxes. The last time
the Borough raised taxes was in 2009. At some point,
it will be necessary to raise property taxes again, but
not this year. When taxes are not raised, I feel like this
is a win for our taxpaying citizens.

Supply
MULCH, SOIL,
DECORATIVE AND QUARRY STONE

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

TRIMMING AND PRUNING
PLANTING
MOWING
MULCHING

INSTALLATIONS
HARD SCAPING
SNOW REMOVAL
SPRAYING

Subject
HOURS: MARCH 1 – OCT. 31 Hours
to Change

M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

3 OFF

$
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$25 PURCHASE
– OR MORE

WITH THIS AD – EXPIRES 12/31/18
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Borough Streets & Water Report . . . by Tom Fickinger
– Continued from Page 1
injection facility and to the Borough system will be
located in the PennDOT highway right-of-way along
Rt. 443. This will allow home and business owners in
proximity to this pipeline to request connection to the
municipal system.
Permits are in place to begin construction of
the new 1.1 million gallon water tank located above the Pine Vista
development. This tank
will be a cylindrical glasslined steel tank. It will
be painted “sky blue,”
screened by trees and
surrounded by a fenced
security area.
The plan will conceal
view of the tank as much
as possible. The gravityfed system will not require
motors or pumps. It should also
be noted the complete system requires
no pumps beyond the supply wells. All
water is supplied by gravity from the existing holding
tank.

Supply line more than 60 years old
As a result of some land issues, it was discovered
the main supply line from the wells to the current

AGED
T
S
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YOUR TARGET
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A plan to upgrade sidewalks
Borough sidewalks belong to the property owner
that fronts the walk. It is that
property owner’s responsibility to maintain and repair
the sidewalks.
In order for the Borough
to improve the walks, a rightof-way would have to be
filed for each parcel of land.
Having to do this could possibly cost more than actually
repairing the concrete walk.
Instead, a proposal has been
presented to the county and
state grantors asking for a
block grant that would reimburse a homeowner who
would replace their sidewalks to the latest Borough
standard.

Downtown parking needs
Solutions need to be explored to tackle parking
demands of both residents and shoppers in the downtown business district. The narrow street width on S.
Tulphocken when vehicles are parked on both sides
adds to the congestion and raises safety concerns. A
number of residents have expressed these concerns
and offered suggestions.
A two-level parking garage located somewhere
near the center of town would ease the demand.
Perhaps having a community parking area or garage
with the elimination of parking on one side of the
main street would solve both problems.
Problems demand solutions. We’ll be looking into
community development grants to explore some of
these issues.

MAMMOTH MATERIALS

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels
needed. Pay only 17.7 cents each in postage.

SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

570-544-8245

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

PICK YOUROUR DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK • MULCH
PRICE FROCMKET!
TOPSOIL
COAL BUPrice)

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

(For Coal

960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Sch, Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
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CRUSHED STONE

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3
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COAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

REACH
EACH EVERY
EVERY HOUSE
HOUSE
REACH

storage tank was installed about 1955. The anticipated useful life of this critical supply line is now being
determined.
As a future project, we have requested permit
studies for a new replacement line to be installed
in the PennDOT right-of-way along Rt. 125 from the
existing wells in Echo Valley area to the existing storage tank in Ravine. Information about this project will
be updated in future articles.

Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Operation Hugs and Kisses
The 8th annual Benefit and Chinese Auction that
is a major fundraiser for Operation Hugs & Kisses
will be held Sat., April 7 at the Pine Grove
Hose, Hook & Ladder #1 Fire
Company at 1 Orchard
Street.
Doors will open at 8
a.m. with the live auction beginning at 9 a.m.
A pre-bid opportunity for
the Chinese Auction goods
will be held Friday, April 6 from 6 to 8
p.m. and will continue on Saturday. Food and beverages will be available both days.
Donations for the auction are still invited. Call
570-392-6425 or email operationxoxo@yahoo.com
to make arrangements. Follow the organization on
Facebook for updates and other information.
New members are eagerly welcomed. Monthly
meetings are held at the Hugs & Kisses headquarters
at 7 Mill Race St. on the first Monday beginning at 7
p.m.

Community Band marks 114 years
Pine Grove Community Band, chartered in 1904,
begins its 114th season. Rehearsals are held in the
Band Hall located behind St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
S. Tulpehocken St., on the first Sunday of each month

at 2 p.m. and the second and fourth Tuesdays at
7 p.m. New members are always welcome. Contact
member Mark Lehr at 570-739-7247.

Honor a veteran or service person
The Pine Grove Lions Club is proud to coordinate
the Pine Grove Hometown
Heroes Banner program.
Each individual banner will
be unique and will honor a
soldier – active, living veteran, or deceased.
The banner will include
the soldier’s photo, branch
of service, era of service and
hometown. The Lions Club
will take orders over the
next few months, but the
banners will be on a first
come, first served basis and
limited to the number of
street electric poles available for their display.
This project is non-political and non-partisan,
intended as a living memorial to those soldiers from
our area who served or are serving our country. Each
banner will be 24” wide and 48” high, displaying the
sponsor name at the bottom.
The cost for each banner will be $225 plus $25
– Continued on Page 6
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
– Continued from Page 5
(for the PPL charge per banner), a total cost of $250.
This includes the banner, attachment hardware and
installation. The banners will be displayed throughout
the town.
If you would like to sponsor a banner, contact
any Pine Grove Lions Club member or call Charlie
Zimmerman at 570-915-6951 or Tina Hippert at
570-345-3292 in advance. A photo release and other
specifications may be necessary. Checks should be
made payable to “Pine Grove Lions Club Hometown
Heroes Program” and mailed c/o Charlie Zimmerman,
11 Sparrow Lane, Pine Grove, PA 17963.
Eras of service will comply with official Department
of Defense dates as follows:
• WWI – April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918
• WWII – December 7, 1941 - December 31, 1946
• Korea Conflict – June 27, 1950 - January 31, 1955
• Vietnam – February 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975
• Cold War – Sept. 2, 1945 - Dec. 26, 1991
• Persian Gulf – August 2, 1990 - August 31, 1991
• Global War on Terror – Sept. 11, 2001 – Present

Clear snow at fire hydrants
A reminder to residents … during the remaining
snowy winter weeks, please clear snow away from any
fire hydrants near your home. The Borough crews are
out clearing the streets and battling to keep water,

Artsbarngallery@gmail.com

www.TheArtsBarn.com

570-366-8736 or check us out on

Facebook
3 Berry Rd. • Schuylkill Haven

Spring Re-Opening
(No Fooling)

sewer, and drainage moving.
In the event of a fire emergency, you want the fire fighters to be able to have quick
access to their source of
water. Help them out before
the emergency occurs.

Snow emergencies
When an official Snow Emergency is called in
Pine Grove Borough, vehicles parked on streets designated as Snow Emergency Routes must be moved
to allow for efficient and effective
snow removal. Streets affected are
East and West Mill, East Pottsville,
Wood, North and South
Tulpehocken, Orchard, and
Snyder Avenue. Parking
is available in the lot
behind Borough Hall.
All
residents
should clear sidewalks
and the area around fire hydrants.

Recycling electronics
The Covered Device Recycling Act of 2010 prohibits the disposal of desktop computers, laptop
computers, monitors, peripherals, televisions, and hand-held electronic
devices. Do not place with your
household trash as your refuse
collector and landfills will not
accept these items.
The state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
urges you to do your part for the
environment by recycling all unused
electronic devices.
Unfortunately, the Schuylkill County Office of
Solid Waste & Resource Management decided not to
include these electronics in its annual Fall Cleanup.
Please continue to store unwanted electronics until
the next collection in the county.
Thanks to all residents helping to keep Pine Grove
Borough a cleaner place and responsible in its waste
and recycling efforts.

Sunday, April 1 – FREE gift w/purchase

New Art • New Artists
New Gallery Look
HOURS: Fridays & Saturdays – 10 to 5
Sundays & Mondays – 12 to 5
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Think spring!

Pine Grove Borough • Water Customer Information System

The Pine Grove Bicentennial
Contact Name:
Committee is looking forward
to a beautiful spring season at
Mailing Address:
Union Canal Veteran’s Memorial
Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.
Park.
Residents of Pine Grove and
❑ Primary Phone Number:
surrounding areas are invited to
enjoy a walk around the canal,
❑ Cell Phone Number:
stop and eat lunch at one of the
❑ Email Address:
picnic tables, or simply sit and
relax on one of the park benchPlease return the information sheet to the borough office at
es. While at the park, be sure to
Pine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove
stop at the Memorial Pavilion,
which lists the names of those who purchased trees
fication is necessary, the Borough has partnered
in honor and memory of loved ones.
with Swiftreach Networks, Inc. as its Emergency
While leashed pets are allowed at the park, pet
Notification service provider.
owners are urged to clean up after their pet. We want
Swift911 in its simplest form is a system that
to keep the park grounds healthy and safe for our
makes phone calls to specific people or areas in the
children.
event of an emergency or for sharing important information. All the calls you may receive will have the
Water bill payments
Caller ID of Pine Grove Borough.
Quarterly water bill payments were due February
If you are not receiving these calls, there is a form
5. Additional payment due dates in 2018 are May 7,
you can fill out right on the Borough website. Look
August 6, and November 5. After these dates, a late
for the tab “Swiftreach-Public Notification” or contact
fee will be assessd.
the Pine Grove Borough office for assistance to get
registered. You can also complete the coupon shown
Pay by credit/debit
here and return it to the Borough Office.
The Pine Grove Borough office now accepts credit/debit card payments, using MuniciPAY, for water
service. Customers are able to make payment online
or at the borough office.
Payments accepted through MuniciPAY
will be Visa, Mastercard, Discover,
American Express, or e-check.
Payments made in this way will be
subject to service fees of 2.65% or
$3, whichever is greater for credit cards, and $1.50 for e-check.
The Borough does not collect, receive or retain any portion of the service fees. The fees
are charged by MuniciPAY in order to provide this
convenient service to you.
MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a
company that is recognized as a Qualified Security
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.

In case of emergency
The Borough uses its website www.pinegroveborough.org as a valuable tool to keep residents and
property owners informed about the happenings of
the Borough.
In an effort to provide more reliable communications quickly when emergency or important noti-

Pine Grove Borough Info
Find us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PineGroveBorough
www.pinegroveborough.org

139 S. Tulpehocken Street • Pine Grove
Phone: 570-345-2266
• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915.
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial
and graveside services.
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.
Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com
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Pinegrove Historical Society Preserves the Past

Stanhope School Restoration Continues in 2018
Spring is surely on its way.
And, with the return of warmer
weather, the restoration work to
return the Stanhope one-room
schoolhouse to its former appearance. When complete, this project
will become a hands-on museum
of early education for future generations to experience.
The
Stanhope
School
Restoration Project of the
Pinegrove Historical Society will
begin its next phase of restoration
work as spring 2018 arrives. This
year’s ambitious goals include
completing the restoration of the
coat rooms and windows, installing slate boards, floor restoration, completing exterior painting,
re-pointing the foundation, tree
removal, grass mowing, and parking lot construction.
Volunteer help is critically
Restoration work will continue in the spring of 2018.
needed. Are you interested in a
short term volunteer project for 2018? If so, please
skill levels and ages are welcome.
consider helping on the Stanhope School Project.
Girl Scout Silver and Gold Award, Boy Scout Eagle
Days and hours are flexible to fit your schedule. All
Award, and high school community project students
are encouraged to contact Linda Mills by email lmillsgso@aol.com or Tina Keefer at tiki5977@verizon.net to
Auto Parts & Services • 24 Hour Towing • Since 1959
discuss available projects. Or call the historical society at 570-345-0157 and leave a message.
If you are unable to volunteer your time and skills,
consider a monetary contribution to help cover the
supplies the restoration volunteers will need. Checks
can be made payable to “Pinegrove Historical Society”
(please note “Stanhope School Project” in the memo
area) and mail to the society at P.O. Box 65, Pine
Grove, PA 17963

Moyer’s Car Care
570-739-4477

www.MoyersCarCare.net

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven
(Rt. 183 & 443 Intersection)
• Replace
• Fuel Injection
Engines &
• Computer
Transmissions
Diagnostics
& Repairs
• Major Engine
Repairs
• Brakes

• Tune Ups
• Batteries
• AC & Heating
Repairs
• Tires
• Alignments

A glimpse of life in Stanhope School
Following are samples of teacher instructions
provided by the Elementary Schools of Schuylkill
County in 1883 for use at the Stanhope School. These
were for students, age six through nine, in what was

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE

50 OFF 10 OFF

$

00

Purchase of
4 New Tires &
4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 4/30/2018

$

00

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464

Transmission
Flush

(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Additional cost on additional
parts may be required
See store for details. Not valid with
any other offers. Exp. 4/30/2018

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099
WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS
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DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Pinegrove Historical Society Preserves the Past
referred to as the “D Division” age group. The First
Reader was the textbook.
Management of D Division – Length of exercises
are to be from five to 15 minutes according to the
subject. Teach one step at a time and have it well
impressed on the mind of the pupil before you
attempt to teach another. Recitations should be short,
but frequent. Vary the exercises; keep the little ones
interested and busy by requiring plenty of slate-work.
Examine it closely and approve faithful effort. If directors consent, make school hours for pupils of this
Division less than five or six hours. At this age, fresh
air and plenty of exercise are most important.
Oral Instruction – Teach objectively. For beginners, have short conversational exercises on familiar
objects. To pupils of this Division, give short daily
lessons on one or more of the following topics:
• Names, common forms, colors, quantities, size,
weight, and use of familiar objects
• Description of articles of food, drink, clothing,
fuel, light, familiar tools, and household implements
• Plants, flowers, personal habits, conduct of life,
and care of body and health.
Language – Correct common errors in conversation through oral description of familiar objects and
pictures. Require statements and answers to questions in complete sentences. Correct faulty expressions. Memorize easy verses and maxims.

The subjects taught in D Division were reading,
spelling, writing, drawing, and arithmetic. The teacher’s manual provided specific instruction on how to
teach these subjects.
Writing – Teach script writing from the first;
discard printing altogether. Have pupils use long
slate pencils; teach proper position and how to hold
pencil. Rule a position on a portion of the blackboard
as copybooks are ruled with double lines to indicate
the height of letters. Prepare pupil slates in a similar
manner by ruling one side permanently. Place writing
on blackboard and have pupils copy on their slates.
For beginners, write words on board without connecting the letters. After pupils have acquired some
ability in the formation of letters, teach them how to
connect letters by having them copy words written on
board with letters connected. Write new and difficult
words, or portions of the reading lesson, on board for
pupils to copy. Examine carefully, criticize, and mark
slate work at every recitation.
Arithmetic – Oral and written without book. Teach
counting, addition and subtraction. Use a numeral
frame. Teach first with objects and afterward without
them. Pass from the concrete to the abstract. Teach to
write and read figures and small numbers. Use signs
for plus, minus, equality, etc. Drill constantly in rapid
and accurate reckoning.
– Linda Mills, Chair
Stanhope School Project

Newsletter Particulars

“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the
Borough of Pine Grove distributed to 1300 households within the Borough.
The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
Publication dates for the next three issues are

Franco Madaffari
PT, DPT, ATC, COMT

870 Gordon Nagle Trail, Suite 100
Pottsville, PA 17901

May 25, August 24, and November 16, 2018

570-399-5331

News Submittals

Non-profit and community organizations
within the Borough are invited to submit news
items for consideration. Written submittals must
be received by Melissa Dyer in the Borough
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the publication date.

Robert Dusel Jr.
PT, MSPT, BS

Advertising

705 West Market Street, Suite 10

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Pine Grove are invited to advertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing for more information. Call
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be
received at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. Ad content is subject to approval and
acceptance by the Borough of Pine Grove.

Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-968-2131
VOTED BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY
2 YEARS IN A ROW
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Keeping Pine Grove Beautiful . . . by Leroy Bates

Teamwork with Common Goals Gets the Job Done
Skills and philosophies taught and acquired
through my Army life of nearly three quarters of my
adult years influence my actions daily. Teamwork
always elevates outcomes when
it comes to just about any task.
Here in Pine Grove, we work
hard for things we deem important. For example, our fire departments work tirelessly to train,
retrain and update proficiency so
they, as a team, can combat fires.
Our Water and Road Crew trains
and works tirelessly to sustain
and improve our infrastructure.
LEROY BATES
The point to make for all of
Councilman
us – any property or business
owner, employee or resident – every one is a part of
a much bigger “team” for the benefit of Pine Grove
Borough and its surrounds. We each need to do our
part to make our community look good, feel good and
hopefully be a place that attracts visitors and new
endeavors.
It’s our responsibility as property owners to maintain that property. The borough has Quality of Life
ordinances dictating that grass be limited to a maximum height and it be cut regularly.
We’re required to clear our sidewalks of snow and

ice so the public has safe passage across our property. Snow improperly shoveled into the street rather
than deposited in your yard creates unnecessary work
for our street crews and safety concerns for motorists
and pedestrians.
Prospective residents and visitors won’t find
our community inviting if the walks are not cleared
of snow and properties are poorly maintained. To
those who allow grass clippings, weeds, and debris
to collect in the street – this is simply not being
community-minded. Teamwork! Let’s all pull in the
same direction.
Grass, leaves and snow blown or pushed into the
streets end up clogging drains or making a slippery
mess. Clogged drains in turn don’t move the water
underground as intended, making the cleanup more
extensive for our limited road crew.
We’re all in this together. I encourage each person
in our community to think more team-minded. Take
care of our community like a team member, not an
individual property owner.
Our positive actions can make a big impact on our
community when we mow our grass, shovel our snow,
and rake leaves, keeping all debris in our own yards
for cleanup and proper disposal. Let’s use common
sense, work together as a community, and make Pine
Grove a beautiful and inviting place in which to live.

R&J TOURS – 2018 HAPPENINGS
Call for Date – NYC Free Day .................................................................................... $42
Call for Dates – Washington D.C. Free Day ......................................................... $46
Call for Dates – Gourmet Shopping ...................................................................... $43
March 4 – Amazing Grace @ AMT .......................................................................... $87
March 4, 8 -10 – Philadelphia Flower Show ........................................................call
March 14 – Death at the Garage Sale @ RDT ..................................................... $77
March 17 – St Patrick’s Day Parade........................................................................ $42
March 17 – Oak Ridge Boys @ AMT ....................................................................... $75
March 30 – Murder at Mount Hope Mansion .................................................... $80
April 4 – Mystery Tour ..............................................................................................$117
April 5 – Cherry Blossom Cruise .........................................................................*$126
April 7 – Legoland ....................................................................................................... $38
April 7 – New York International Auto Show ..................................................... $56
April 10 – Sweet & Salty, Creamy & Crunchy...................................................... $75
April 12 – Rainbow-Whose Wife is it Anyway .................................................... $77
April 14 – Madagascar @ DAT ................................................................................. $42
April 14 – Statue of Liberty & 9-11 Museum .................................................... *$85
April 21 – Baltimore National Aquarium 2018 ................................................ *$70
April 28 – Eastern State Penitentiary & Grim Serial Killers .......................... *$68
April 28 – Gettysburg Battlefield & Ghost Walk ................................................ $91
May 3 – Songs of the Silver Screen ..................................................................... *$78
May 5 – Grease @ DAT.............................................................................................. *$86
May 5 – Tapestry @ Hunterdon Hill ....................................................................... $97
May 8 – Eric Kearns @ Penns Peak ......................................................................... $59
*Child Rates Available
OVERNIGHTS
Call for Dates – Dover Downs ............................... $125 p/p Double Occupancy
April 20-24 – San Antonio Fiesta ....................... $2125 p/p Double Occupancy
April 23-May 3 – Imperial Cities .........................$3849 p/p Double Occupancy
April 27-29 – Virginia International Tattoo ....... $581 p/p Double Occupancy
May 31-June 3 – The Purple Moose .................... $794 p/p Double Occupancy

Providing Year Round Comfort

Now
Order Oil
Online at
www.hbsteele.com
FUEL OIL • OFF-ROAD DIESEL

570-366-1275

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

TOURS
www.rjtours.com

P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734
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PG Joint (Sewage) Treatment Authority
The Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority (PGJTA)
is led by a board of five directors representing
the municipalities served – two representing Pine
Grove Borough and three representing Pine Grove
Township. Current board members and officers are
William Hanson, chairman; Mark Todero, vice chairman; Harold Zimmerman, secretary/treasurer; John
Stahl and Kevin Rittenbaugh, board members.

billing, and the requirements for metering should
contact the authority in person or call 570-345-6433.
Information can also be found on the website
www.pinegrovejta.com

2018 JTA Condensed Budget
Revenue
Connection & Permit Fees....................................................$6,000
Escrow & Interest .................................................................. $28,359
Quarterly Billings............................................................ $1,350,000
Late charges/Penalties ....................................................... $23,000
Septage Receiving ............................................................... $60,000
Transfer from Reserve for Lift Station #7 ...................$106,626
Services/Interest/Fees ........................................................ $42,602
$1,616,587

Expenses

The Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority was
formed in 1996, and in 2001 was given the ownership
and operations of the wastewater treatment plant. A
new wastewater treatment plant was constructed in
2005-2006.
The Joint Treatment Authority operates the plant
located at 235 Suedberg Road with an Administrative
Office located at 115 Mifflin Street, Pine Grove.
Customers having questions about their rates,

Debt Service.........................................................................$654,452
Payroll Fees/Employees/Board......................................$285,000
Wastewater Treatment .....................................................$198,500
Utilities ...................................................................................$100,452
Capital & Special Projects ................................................$206,359
Professionals .......................................................................... $80,424
Insurance................................................................................. $64,700
Subscription/Dues/Permits .................................................$9,400
Administrative ....................................................................... $10,300
Postage & Advertising ...........................................................$7,000
$1,616,587

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
960 E. Main Street • P.O. Box 178 • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120 • printing@southschuylkill.net

2018 Business Plan

FREE

BUSINESS CARDS
(One Design / Full Color / Qty. 500)

With Order of Full Color

ENVELOPES or
LETTERHEADS or
EDDM POSTCARD
Limit one coupon per order. Expires 5/1/18

EDDM
POSTCARDS
(Every Door Direct Mail)

17.7¢ Postage

WE DESIGN IT
PRINT IT
& MAIL IT

2018 Home Plan
YARD OR GARAGE
SALE SIGNS!

20% OFF
With This Coupon

• BIG 14” x 22”
• Bright Red & Yellow

Yard Stakes Available
Take 20% OFF
Expires 5/1/18

www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
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OFFICE HOURS:
Mon. thru Thurs.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Friday
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PRSRT STD
ECRWSS
U.S. POSTAGE

Historic Pine Grove . . . Early Settlers
Noted the Area's “Fine Stand of Pines”

PAID

EDDM RETAIL

Borough of Pine Grove
1 Snyder Avenue • Pine Grove, PA 17963

Official Matter
of Pine Grove Borough

****ECRWSSEDDM****
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We ring!
Sp h 20
Marc

LOCAL
POSTAL CUSTOMER

A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents • Welcoming Its Visitors

Uncommonly beautiful and now uniquely affordable.
Get your dream kitchen with Showplace cabinetry.

expressive
choices
•
unique design
flexibility
•
quality
all-wood
construction.
Open Daily 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

29 S. Tulpehocken St. • Pine Grove, PA 17963
570-345-2561 • 1-800-671-6979
www.wernerlumber.com
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